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ADVERTISEMENT. 



■ The writer of the following letters, jk gen- 
tleman of liberal education and considerable 
property^ having ^been disappointed in his 
hopes of happiness with a beloved female, to 
relieve the distress of his mind, resolved to 
travel j and leaving this country for New 
York^ on his arrival commenced a corre* 
spondence with his most intimate friend 
■ L.. Yorke, esq. of Taunton-Deafti in the 
fcounty of Somerset^ his ha^brother. A^er 
z^qoiaix^ng at New York a short time, he su4- 
^v^Y formed the resolution of embarking on 
^ trading voyage to Botany Bay — with which 
t|iese lettiei^ begin. 

Sopn after they had sidled, a tremendous 
ftjonxji pbligied \kt captain to alter his course, 
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and xngke fox the river Plata. They safelj 
reached Monte Video, and afterwards went up 
to Buenos Ayres, to rep^r the vessel ; where 
Mr, Davie was seized with a dangerous dis- 
order, which usually attacks Europeans upon 
their firft landing in th?t country ; and the 
captain, having repaired his damages and , 
completed his stock of provisions, was under 
the disagreeable necessity of leaving him in 
the care of the fathers of the convent pf St. 
Dominic, by whose unremitted attention he 
recoveicd in about three months^. 

The jealousy of the Spanish government 
causing him, upon his recovery, to be con- 
fined to the limits of the convent, he, to ob- 
tain more liberty, took the dress of a novi- 
ciate ; and, in consequence, after a short time 
was permitted to visit in the town, and soon 
after to attend father Hernandez on a visit to 
some of the presidencies in the interior of th^ 
province of Paraguay, which were under- 
stood to be in an unsettled state : this enabled 
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him to make many observations, which he 
took every opportunity of communicating to 
his friend in this country, through his agent 
at New York, by means of the Americaa 
captains trading to South America. 

After his returnr to Bnenos Ayrcs, it is cer- 
tain that he, went to Conception, in Chili; as 
he was last heard of from that place, in the 
year 1 803 : but whether he lost his life in 
any insurrection of the natives, or was im- 
prisoned by the government in consequence 
of his correspondence being detected, is ua-f 
knownu 
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PARAGUAY. 



LETTER I. 

l^ew York, Nov. 17q6, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

You have known me too long as 
a whimsical wanderer to feel much surprise at a 
itrange caprice which I have "adopted since my 
last letter : I was then about to return to Phili- 
delphia ; but I have given up that idea, and am 
now actually employed in preparing for a voyage 
to Botany Bay. ^ Botany Bay !* methinks I hear 
your wife exclaim ; * why, what an unaccountable 
Vagary is this !' Very jpossibly it may be so ; I am, 
not at all disposed to dispute that point: but 
what then ? I have been an unaccountable mortal 
from my cradle, therefore no absurdity I am 
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2 LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 

guilty of should be wondered at. I am resolved, 
God willing, to take a trip to New South Wales-, 
on purpose to view a place of which I have heard 
and rogd so much not only in Old England but 
in New. 

About three weeks since I chanced to meet at 
doctor Jones's an old schoolmaster of ours. You 
may remember WilUanji H , of N ■ ■, ne- 
phew to the celebrated H of the congress. 

This young man left his native country about five 
years ago to settle here, under the protection of 
his uncle, who is an austere methodical land of' 
man, and very much stftached to money. William 
had no sooner arrived at New York, than the old 
gentleman proposed sending him as supercargo^ 
on^ board one of his vessels to Port Jackson, be- 
tween which place and this country there is now 
a constant communication try the merchants here 
sending thither every kind of article the colony 
may be supposed to stand in need of. When the 
cargo is disposed of, they proceed to the East In- 
dies, and freight back with Asiatic produce. AB 
this turns to a good account in the sum total^ and 
is therefore extremely well adapted to the multi- 
plying geniuses of the Americans, whose souli» 
seem sensible of nothing but the pursuit of gaiij. 

Young H has been three voyages io Port 

Jackspn^ the profits of which have n^pre thai^ an* 
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LferreRf ttOU PARAGUAY. $ 

iwcred his uriGle-s expectations. He represents 
diis settlement of outs in so peculiar a point of 
view, that J caxmot re3ist the temptation I feel of 
going thither with him to examine into the state 
of affairs personally. I shall therefore take my 
passage in the brig Ann and Sarah, bound from 
hence to Sydney Cove, where I intend to remain 
until my thirst for novelty is gratified ; whither I 
shall then direct my wandering steps Heaven only 
knows. 

H goes this voyage as captain ; so that, in 

him, I may rely upon having a valuable and in- 
telligent companion. 

You shall hear from me again before I quit the 
bold and majestic scenery of these northern re- , 
gions, where every thing is gigantic save the ideas 
of the men and women, whose contracted in- 
tellects have more than once excited my indigna* 
tion if not contempt. It seems tb me, as if Na- 
ture, when forming this nether world, had ex- 
hausted all her treasures upon the inanimate part 
of the creation, and consequently had been obliged 
ta cobble up the inhabitants out of what shreds 
she had remaining ; but, perhaps, when the states 
are once established, rich and powerful, the ideas 
of the Columbrians may expand. Then philoso* 
phers, astronomers, nietaphysicians, and all the vo- 
taries of art and science, may spring up with in- 
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4 LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 

tellects as capadcms and profound as this over- 
grown country seems to demand, that all the 
component parts may be in unison. This is 

* A consummation devoutly to be wished,' 

By, yours, &€• &c. 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 



LETTER II. 

• * ■ 

« 

New York, Nffo. 17gd. 

I VERILY believe that in the mind of an 
American the love of gain supersedes every other 
consideration ; they estimate the loss of time by the 
same ratio that a Jew merchant counts grains and 
carats when valuing the finest diamonds. How 
far this may be commendable I know not, but 
certain I am that their ideas and mine diflfer most 
surprisingly : not that I am by any means an ad- 
vocate for a waste of time ; I regard it in as pre- 
cious a light as the New Yorkist, but for a very 
opposite purpose. I cannot possibly conceive how 
any man, possessing tht divine light of reason, can 
rise with the dawn, apply himself instantly to 
work, and continue unremittingly at it until the 
day closes, except during the short intervals dedi- 
cated to breakfast, dinner, and supper, which are 
here hurried over as though each individual's eter- 
nal welfare depended on his dispatching his ' meals 
with more expedition than his neighbour; and, 
in all the common concerns of life, in every differ- 
ent class of people, the same economy is observed. 

4 

No luxuries, either in eating pr clothing, are here 
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6 LJJTTERS PROM PARAGUAY, 

introduced, even in the houses of the most opu» 
lent: the food is ^11 plain, butVholesome; and, to 
speak in Jack Barker's phrase, * No belly-cheating 
kickshaws are introduced to tantalise the appetite ;' 
these honest members of the commonwealth, ever 
emersed in business, require something more sub* 
ataiitial. Neither is their attire more splendid 
than their diet. The females here are all of that 
delectable class distinguished in England by the 
name of good housewives. The domestic concern^ 
of the house are not, as with us in most familiea 
pf fortune, committed to the management of serv- 
ants, to regulate their masters' or mistresses^ pron 
perty as shall best suit their own convenience } every^ 
woman of American education personally inspects 
her own habitation (sometimes perhaps her ac? 
quaintances' also)^ and attends to the cooking, 
washing, and other important matters of the like 
description. No one is ashamed, however ej^lted 
Jier station, of being seen in a plain morning cap, 
with a coarse apron before Jier, instructing ai^ 
ignorant servant in her duty ; and these direction^ 
^e given with such promptitude ajid exactness, 
that few if any errors can arise, but from a wilful 
pusapprehension : thus every thing is executed 
with a ne^ess ^iid' dispatcji that would astonish 
^ modern servant on your side the water. I hav§ 
pften durii^ my fyequenj yisifs to M-— p?^ noti9^4 
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ftls lady, iii the midst of seven or eight servants, 
giying orders Kbw such a room should be white- 
Waished, or siich a batcK of bread should be baked, 
and evien in what manner a sick horse should be 
physiced. 1 cattle iii one day and found her 
making a niop, to shew a girl she had from Btos- 
toh how it ought to be done, observing at the 
same time to me that she could not imagine 
how any person could exist so intolerably stupid 
as not to know how to make so simple >an article. 
I took shame to myself at her remark ; and, by the 
change of my countenance, she should plainly 
percdve I was equally ignorant and surprised at 
this elegant female accomplishment, for in fact it 
was a piece of frugality I. really had no conception 
of; but we are never too wise to learn, and I 

r 

could not help calling to mind the story of the 
basket-maker. Such is the force of habit formed 
by an American education. 

From saving of money to getting it is but an 

easy gradation : M is rapidly acquiring an 

immense fortune by sending out several small 
vessels laden with European goods to the East In- 
dies, where he finds a certain and quick return. 

I am told by H^ -y that he can greatly undersell 

the British merchants trading thither, even at their 
own settlements, for a special reason :-f-he builds 
hi^ own vessels, victuals them, and mans them at 
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8 J.ETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 

one-third of the expence incurred by pur people^ 
every necessary article for naval architecture being 
contained within the limits of this ^ enterprising 
country ; but the principal advantage of this traf- 
fic arises from its not being clogged in India with 
any civil or military establishments, to maintain 
which must of necessity take from the British 
traders an immense revenue. 

This American speculfition appears to be daily 
increasing in a manner that must in a very short 
time create a considerable degree of jealousy and 
alarm in our British merchants, who cannot hi too 
much on their guard against the dangerous conse- 
quences of such proceedings : not the most trivial 
advantage is here lost for want of foresight in the 
sta:te or exertion in individuals, which is, I must 
own, itiost truly commendable j and the more I 
consider the actions of these people, the more I 
admire and wonder at their industry and perse- 
verance, which IS now indeed become habitual, I 
hadyilmost said involuntary. 

Sfurely there must be something ^uigularly pa- 
triotic in the minds of those men who can, for the 
sake of securing the prospect of riches and splen- 
dour to their sluccessors, dedicate * the whole of 
their own lives to toil and trouble ; only antici- 
pating the period when, in the hands of their po- 
sterity, their country ^shall arrive at such a height 
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of eminence and glory as shall enable her to hold 
the rod of power over surrounding nations,' and 
dictate laws in every quarter of the globe, as Eng- 
land — envied England— does at present. 

But why does gain narrow up and trammel the 
genia} eflfusions of the soul, which in itself is free 
and liberal ? This is a question I have frequeiitly 
a:ked myself, but never yet could frame a'satis* 
factory answer. * It will be time enough,' says an 
American, * to be profuse' — for with them there is 
no distinction between liberality and profusion-* 
* wheii our state is. rich, and out children affluent : 
a pound turned in trade, becomes two ; when spent 
in pleasure, is annihilated/ - 

1 hear this, and am abashed. Their impressive 
manner of silencing a cavilist is laconically con* 
vincing ; there is no room for reply when every 
thing around bears testimony to the truth of the * 
assertion. Adieu. 
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LETTER III. 

t 

KewYorJcjNtyo.iJgd, 

I biNKD yesterday \«rith Mr. H , at 

whose house I was introdiic^d to thfec emigrants 
from the North of Ireland ; two of them were well- 
informed intelligent men, the other a niere mattet* 
(0f-fact man, who, with his family, chose to leare 
his native country because his friends did so, and 
he had heard besides that a prudent mian could do 
jio otherwise than well in America. They all 
hope to find on the banks of the Ohio more 
happiness and wealth than . they have ever expe* 
rienced or could ever expect at hoihci How these 
expectations will be realised t^me must shew ; for 
mine own part I think the British govcrnmeirt 
highly to blame in suffering so many useful^ mem* 
hers of society to leave .their mother country, 
where, if properly encouraged, they might render 
most essential service to the community at large. 
Here they meet with a ready welcome, and ' pur- 
chase ground at a cheap rate, but then it is with 
all its incumbrances of wood, bog, and quagmire, 
the whole of which they are compelled by the 
nature of things to clear before they can hope to 
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SOW9 build, or establish manufactories ; and if sa # 
many individuals must have recourse to the culture 
of land as the means of independence, why are 
they not employed on the now useless acres of 
Old England and her sister kihgdom ? There are 
hundreds of enterprising spirits, who, with a little 
encouragement, would gladly transform the ne* 
glected wilds of Ireland into proper cultivated 
farms, and ^c content to ,wait with patience the 
reward of their industry. Why do not those wha 
hold the reins of power in Britain exert themselves 
in the most effectual manner to check the danger-i 
ous increase of emigration? It surely must ba^ 
more for the interest of every well-organised and 
wealthy monarchy to keep as many of its subjects 
at home as possible j and that not by merely de- 
priving them of the power of quitting their coun- 
try, but by furnishing them with the means of 
continuing in it as good subjects ought : a trifling; 
assistance to an active intelligent mind will b^ 
received with gratitude, and improved with ala#^ 
crity. ,The peasant who labours with hope for 
his companion lies down at night on a hard bed 
with pleasure ; his sleep is sweetly refreshing, and' 
he rises at the dawn to renew his daily toil with* 
equal vigour and application, joyfully anticipating 
the moment when he shall receive the well-earned 
reward of his exertipnSi This hypothlssrs you 
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^ have seen realised on your own estate in rfevon-. 
shire; and what advantages do you not now derive 
from the improvenients on the once barren farms: 
let to your father's old tenants 1 — it is true they were 
content to grovel on in the same dull unimproving 
routine pursued by their predecessors, and because 
large tracts of land ha4 remained for ages waste, 
it was necessary that they should remain so still — 
•no good c6uld possibly arise from speculating 
innovations.* I cannot keep my temper when I 
rfeflect on such despicable meanness of intellect : 
but for speculation^ this immense continent from 
which iam now writing might never have been 
discovered ; and but for innovation^ whence would 
haye'arjsen that happy code of laws on which the 
heart of every Englishman dwells with enthusiastic 
pride? The same mode of reasoning, my friend, will 
hold good with respect to small matters ; and I wis 
happy to see you adopt a more enlightened plan : 
by letting your estates at low rents, upon con-- 
dition the whole of the waste land was improved 
and cultivated, you have the pleasure of seeing 
from the windows of your library acres hereto- 
fore a mere green desert now yearly crowned 
with the blessings of a plentiful harvest, and daily 
improving both in look and value. Now I am of 
opinion, that were the nobility of Ireland, and 
others of large landed property^ to follow your 
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example, there would be few or no emigrations 
thence, nor would rebellion raise so often its 
dreadful and destructiV^e head. No man likes to 
sow where he is not certain he shall reap in safety; 
nor can the miserable starving cottager emerge 
from his poverty unless he first receive assistance 
fipom those above him : neither should this assist- 
ance be considered as a gift, since the benefactor 
himself ultimately enjoys the benefits arising from 
siach a mode of conduct ; for, at the expiration of 
a few years, he finds his estates return to him, not 
in a ^barren unproductive state as when he let 
diem,' but exhibiting in every different form the 
beneficial effects of agricultural improvement ; and 
every' succeeding proprietor feels the blessing in a 
more extensive degree. His grace of Bridgewater*s 
cand is a most surprising proof of the essential 
service that may be rendered to the community af 
large^ and ages yet unborn, by a temporary sacri- 
fice on the part of a liberal-minded enterprising 
individual. But it is useless for a person of 
moderate fortune to attempt this ♦universal reform- 
ation ; for if a man has not property sufficient to 
complete his improvements when begun, the whole 
scheme had better at f^rst be abandoned. I have 
diereforc made it an invariable rule never to 4>ro- 
ject any plan or assist any object unless I could do 
k altogether effectually. 
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But to return to the Irish emigrants, frotn w4cM 
1 have made a long digression, if indeed it deserves 
that name. — These gentlemen make but a very 
unfatourable report of the present state of Ireland ; 
it seems to me a devoted country, doomed to be 
a scene of anarchy and bloodshed : the inhabitants 
appear to be composedT of none but restless and. 
ungovernable spirits, whom nothing (while in their 
present state) but coercive measures caii restraiid* 
If those in whose hands the wealthv of Ireland is 
disposed still persist in the erring line of conduct 
they have hitherto adopted towards their pocrf 
dependants, it would be much better I think for 
the government of England to interfere, and send 
thither a large colony of enterprising Englishmen 
under the protection of a strong armed^ force, and 
bring away in their stead a much, larger number 
of the wild Irish, and transplant them to some of 
Our settlenaents abroad,, there to make thfera a free 
people with leave to act as they please, but give 
' them at the ^me time the means of suiting well, and 
improving their desperate fortvmes by the cultiva- 
tion of the place they are taken to. Why not, as 
we are on such friendly terms with the Turks^ 
obtain the consent of the Ottoman Forte to plant 
a cojlpny on the fruitful but neglected isle of Can<- 
dia, where, without dero^ing in the leant from 
their native pride, they might with very modorat^ 
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^Cjttipns grow iudepeud^nt, apd in rny opiniio» 
happy. This pplitic*! proQe^diag would 1 am 
P^SH^df d in a few years ^ tipnd to the mutual ad- 
y^t;age of both nations. The t^reuch at sonic 
not yery dia^apt period will need a powerful check 
ifi the Levant, if the ruqioprs her.e circulated are ta 
1^ regarded* T^y ^^ ind^ a nation caipable of 
2I^^W^tiqg any atrodity, in violation of every Uw 
dly^jpte a^d hi;n;ian. They certainly mean to wr^eat 
if posi$H>le Irelai^ from £jngl<pid^ but I trust they 
will meet in all |heir attempts with the disappoint 
s;ient they so well de^ry^. And should they ev^^Q 

^.u^ceed in th^ intentions to assist the rebels, { 

• 

^Riify^ th? POPF infatu^d Irish would but top 
soon find th^ had only exchanged an indifferent 
ni^^ter fpr the wor^c the modern world affords* 
l^Lapix^iQ and plunder have hitherto been the cha* 
fa^cteristica of the French revolutionary armies, 
mpr do their generals sfrive to check the disgrace* 
ful impulse : bad indjped must that body of men 
fee, who know no right but that given by the 
swofd^ and acknowledgie no law$ but what themt 
selves impose. If they do not .speedily meet with 
4 repulse from England, I doubt if any other na** 
tipn will i)^ competent to make head against them j 
and w-oe to the states of the world should th^ 
baUnce of pqwer ever remain with France, who&s 
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smile is like the eye of a serpent, and whrose 
friendship is the tear of the hyena. 

But you will perhaps ask if I have not seen any 
Scotch emigrants as well as Irish : indeed I hive 
not, though I have heard of many. I do not won- 
der at their leaving their native place, for feW I 
believe that could help themselves would stay to 
till the ground in Scotland, where nothing among 
the Highlands appears but barren unimprov- 
able rocks that mock the toil. of the labourer. 
Their poverty arises from the niggardliness of 
Jiature in withholding from them a sufficient share 
of those blessings which their indefatigable in- 
dustry would speedily augment. But I must con- 
fess that of all people in the world the Scotch are 
best calculated to thrive in America ;— the same 
love of gain, economy in expence, horror of every 
species of liberal charity or amusement, and ardent 
anxiety for the future welfare of the state and 
their 'posterity, ate qualities of which they may 
boast an equal portion with the already-established 
tolonists. But I will still persist in saying, that 
the greater part of the families that come hither 
might be better employed at home in our diflferenf 
manufactures, which are, as you observed in your 
last, daily and hourly extending the vast increase 
of commerce which our country has acquired 

y 



{pen^e nmnber of.adfUtioiiial h3J^ds,j {m^;^ii^usf 

opinKW, tjipt wqfe thtefifh^ijjes,;<;^;, Scotland iq9r^ 
liberajly encoursig?^ )op|i;_.^ m^^ q£ t^c9i ifjQv44 
leave % najtive ooifptyy^ but^aiy ^d ^fljgy t^ 
feujts ofhis Ifbouif 4t,h9w^.: j^ijd wlji^^ c^^h^i;? 
t>e a finqr field for tl^i^jj^wd of sp^cu]iq4o& Xpan w 
^cotl^Bdf,,'9ii^e:Tevfh3X,ih2^ t)^^, dei^^<;d tl;iem in 
feitilky pf lafld . Jtiasi : beefli^rel% repaid $5.fhe f^- 

i^4^t:oa tk|g mwy .?4,va^tj^ges in; . ip^g^ derive - 
froxp^ a : large body of hardy fif tier^iea "^eU oxh 
ganked ^4 ^w^U sypportedj^ 1, dp TOt tJhiuk our 
piijliister? would hesitate long tp. ej taJ?)j[sh v^fm a 
;^qy;^ji foundatioqi thi^ extensive hragc^^ 9f CQfl[}- 
rogr^e,;i|i8te^ of lifting it reaaain^ a^ it Rpw doeq, 

va th^ Ijwd? of a faw mprce^?>3ry indjyidw^il^ wh? 
P4tur^l|ly, enough pi^efe^. private eai9)ument tp 
public gpod. Wei;^ a rojal fishe.ry to \iif i^tjtutedj 
W h^ % JJ^pW* body of seftpi^iv wpuld puy §qvereiga 
have to depend upon in all cases of e.raejrgency l 
*^3es^^ep trained ^nd competent to traverse any 
pceap : for certain I am ttie ^i^rin^r \^^o h^s 
for any length of time. njLvigated the i^ortjiera $eas* 
of Britain is sufficiently skilled to encounter the 
most hazardous maritime expedition. 

I am encouraged in these sentiments by a looig 
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conversation t have had this morning with a cap^ 
tain Woolletty of Newcastle upon Tyne : he is 
commander of the brig Nancy of that port, and 
arrived here about ten days siacc He laments 
equally with me the progress and probable effects 
of the dangerous spirit of emigration. Does .war, 
my dear friend, so totally engross the minds of 
mbiisters that they are wholly unmindful of this 
alarming evil ?, Surely if the same encouragement 
were given to the northern fishermen as is bestowed 
upon the linen manufactories, a short time would 
prove it of more real advantage to the country at 
large than any branch of commerce whatever; 
and among the many millions annually subscribed 
surely a small pordon might, without the least 
injury to the state revenue, be appropriated to ths 
great and valuable purpose, could but a clear and . 
demonstrative estimate of its great utility be laid, 
before his majesty, who has ever been the first 
monarch in the world £br promoting trade and 
agriculture, and for consulting the general good of 
his subjects. 
My polidcal reveries are interrupted by a mes« 

sage from my friend B . I must attend hirtx 

for the present ; therefore— Adieu 1 
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LETTER IV. 

V 1 

New York, N<yv. I7g6. 

It is really astonishing what crowds of 
shipping are daily issuing from every ^ port in the 
United States employed in trafEc between the dif- 
ferent hostile powers ; and now the trade of Holland 
is suspended it makes surprisingly in favour of the 
Americans^ who^ ever intent upon improving the 
smallest opportunity, will fail not to enrich them- 
selves on the overthrow of the Dutch republic ; 
for X cannot possibly consider it in any other light, 
the French being a people not easily got rid of 
where they have once obtained a footing, as long 
as they can, by finesse or compulsion, impose their 
plausible plans on their deceived allies. How such 
a slow, crafty, and penurious people as the Bata^ 
vians could suffer themselves^ to be overreached by 
the impetuous and volatile French is to me, and 
many thousand others, ^ matter ojF the greatest 
amazement : but nations, whether ruled by kings 
or governed by democratic power, have their 
rise, their zenith, and their fall. The Dutch for 
the space of a century gave laws to every maritime 
power in the world, excepting in some measure (hb 

c i 
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English. The commercial concerns of the Hof* 
landers were marked with the most brutal ty- 
ranny, and not a ship returned * laden from the 
East but its carg6 was Stsdiled tdth the blood of 
the innocent. They have had their day j and^ if 
Heaven cdntimie ta smile on the British arms, the 
thanks of out suffilridg couiif rymeh ttid natives 
will be amply avragedofib the heads; of r^th^ti! iptu 
fidioufi of>pre3S(»?s^. if we might t^ntfti^. jta speculate 
en probable events : for surely so* db^ibr -^ 
union as that <)f France with. Hdland can nevet 
cdntimiLe k)iig;i and thesk woe .ta the grteping 
scheines of the plodding Batamal for m prtipor^ 
tion^ as they sink in the great siraie of CDmn^rd»t 
policy so wrH the Americans Hse» They ait. ul 
toany respects the exact coimterpait of the Siob- 
hndera: the advantages of commerce alone ^a^ 
grass all their thoughts and actions.; ajid as. the 
Fhoeniciadas wete of old^so: will the AbieratcHBi^ ift 
a shc^t time be^ dhoiild tbe war contmup Idng^ 
whfcli,: fron eKtsfing circumatin^esiy aj^pears mok'e 
than^probablei :. . . ^. : 

Ir am cfte^t ^^tertained witit the apicula^ng 
views 6f yhixr old friend B i'j ■ } » "Who is and ever 
im!s fertild and indefatigable on projecltkxg plans for 
the general good j and nd circumstance, T think, 
WDiild gire hhn greater pkasBre than Co hes»r that 
th^ propo]»sd tt^ty betwf^cn GjUat Bntain^d tjj^ 
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United States was completed j and he indulges his 
fancy in the boldest flights th^t ever entered the 
mind of man when^v^ the wished-for event shall 
take place. I am to dine with hinl to-morrow with 
a large 4)oIitical party in Beak*street, previous to 
my leaving V this place; to which I think I never 
^ -ihaH be 4ii6p!p8ed ta return, unless it be to com.- 
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LETTER V. 



New York* 

Every thing is ready for my de* 
parture^ and I am now going to take leave of my 
valued friend doctor Dingley, \^hom I much fear I 
shall never see again : he having relinquished the 
idea of visiting Englapd, a$ he designed spme fe\y 
inontbs since; anid it must be liext to a miracle 
that should ever induce m.e'tb rievi3it America. 
Time^ I trust, will give more stability t(> my wanr 
jderings. When I first (declared my inten^on of 

going with H to Port Jackson, the good folk? 

here seemed to consider me a$ Uttle better than a 
lunatic ; but when they found I persisted in my 
resolution they with pne consent began to impor* 
tune me to take with me 3ome articles for barter 
or sale upon my arrival in New Soutli Wales^ at 
the same time laying down to |ne, in the most 
circumstantial manner, the advantages I should 
derive from such proceeding. And when, in reply, 
I objected my total ignorance of all mercantile 
concerns, and the imp^ropriety of incumbering my. 
self with merchandise of jwhich I knew not how 
to dispose^ they one and s^U assured me that I should 
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find in H- an exceflent factor, and one who 

would be happy to instruct me during the voyage 
in every particular of commercial mystery^ for 
it is a pity they say to ^ let slip so fair an of^r- 
tunity of imiting profit with pleasure, and turning 
money to advantage, at the same time that I 
gratify my inordinate desire of roving. AU thk 
I cannot but allow ; and really, my friend, I begin 
to think there must be some charm in acquiring 
money^ which it is time I should be acquainted with. 
The questions and advice of these people display 
their real character better than volumes of descrip* 
tion, and convince me they are an indefatigable 
interested generation, eternally on the Watch for 
gain, and to make themselves well acquainted with 
every one's cbncerns. I cannot imagine from whence 
their inquisitiveness springs, unless from a desire 
to learn if by any means they can bfe of service to 
you, and by so doing serve themselves. But, be 
that as it may, I am willing to regard them as a 
very industrious good sort of people, who from a 
principle of fellow-feeling are anxious to instru.ct 
one in the best method of making the most of 
every thing : and every rising state should, in my 
opinion, invariably pursue the same maxim ; for 
that is the way to render themselves not only 
rich, but competent to enforce respect from sur* 
rounding nations. 



/ 



• Mdit frtfrtx ti \<ash to avoid an afffeAatibn p? 
Jhtfeiydhdeftce thta toy real inclination, I havfe 
Jieldted t6 thfe advJcecf rhy motiey-maling neigh* 

btfut*, 'ahd pufchiis^ ftoVn otir frieftd B 

a quatidty^of atticle^fdr whidi, he says, I shatl 
tecdve a V^ry good r^tufh,^ How that may provfe 
1 tifei Ard- know nor cfarfe*: it is sufficient for me that 
4 have 'given pleastire to this indefatigable man, who 
iia's bflstled about in ihy behalf with the greater 
^acrity, and given the most ample insttuctiohs t6 

"te^- , Vhb is to be my factor. 

But what, you will ask, is the nature of the mer- 
chandise by which I am to gain a fortune ? Why 
thus it is, my friend : When a man commences 
trafficker he should first carefully considef5r the 
'drcumstarides of those he intends to trade with. 
He should neither ckrry wine to Constantinople 
'tior fuVis to Seringapatam, nor yet should he turn 
goldsmith' or wholesale mercer at Port Jackson. 
1 have therefore — lyisely appreciating the weialth 
'lEfhd i'espie'ctabiKty of thdse to whom I am going— ^ 
"provided myself wifh a 'sufficient portion of oM 
'clothes. Uld clothes ! yoii cry, with a stare of sur- 
J)rise and incredulity — 013 clothes ! at the same 
time spelling the words, as if to convince yourself 
of their identity. Yes, sir; and no laughing matter 
cither. From a froiiblesome custom, which the 
present generation is hardly enlightened enough 
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to^aikeoff, most j)eopfe have aih tigly ptejiKfice 
that' tKey must cover their nakedtess, though even 
hi a new colony ; ahdiif a man ti^l)e dressed iii 
the fasliion of his country, aid cahnot afford new and 
fashionable rahnetft, he must tie content, though 
even a settler of New South Wales, with the left*- 
'6S finery of his betters : and upon this mode of 
reasoning t have formed my cargo. But, jesting 
apart, 1 assure you k is a feet ; our rtier chants here, 
t^^ho have experienced it, say this kind of lading 
turns to very good accouht. Most of my wares 
are English. B — = — has received a large quantity 
of second-hand clothes from London, in exchange 
for a cargo of weat ; and in one of the bates, 
Vhich was opened for inspection at my request, 
I was fool enotr^h to pel*suade myself I recognised 
a coat once worn on gala-days by yourself duiiilg 
our tour thrdug|h Ireland, and is the same the 

mischievous Kitty L mutilated so ingeniously, 

for the sake of seeing how an Englishman looked 
with his sleeves slashed a PEspagnole. Yoa see 
how a man with a long memory may recollect an 
old acquaintance even across the Atlantic. 

I am to see, by this voyage, that money expended 
in articles which we throw aside in England as un- 
serviceable makes — according to American cal- 
culation — cent per cent. 

But I must hasten to conclude. The wind is fa* 
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Toarable for our departure, previous to which I 
\iV9t many friendly people to take leave of. It 
mil be some months, I suppose, before you hear 
from me again. The passage from hence to Port 
Jack&Qji will not afford iany kind of incidents to 
amuse ypu : there are seldom any circumstances 
occur at sea but what ^re amusing to sailors only* 
1 need Qot say that I shall embrace the first op* 
portimity tha|: offers to inform* you of my situation ; 
fpr I knpw we]l enough thjit in whatever corner of 
the world J dispose of myself ypur friendship will 
be anxious for my welfarct 

God bless you 1 Comme^d me to all whom you 
think 1 have any regard for, But, for the sake of 
my reputation with the ladies, I beseech ypu do 
not let any of our female acquaintance k|iow th^t 
I am turned dealer in rags. 

Yours, sincerely. 
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LETTER VL 



Monte Video, on the banh of 
La Plata, Jan. 1797* 

If I surprised you in ^y last with 
the intelligence of my new occupation^ how shall 
I astonish you when you perceive from whence 
this is dated ! but it will serve to confirm the old 
.proverb^ ^ Wh;at m^ appoints, God disappoints/ 
yrh^ I close4 niy last I was fplly persuaded my 
^e:Kt letter wpuld be*4^ted ffonti the coast of New 
South li^ales ; but I was fated to return to America^ 
though not that j)art of it I had last inhabited. I 
shall most assuredly commence fatalist y for many 
events of my life, and this not the least, have 
induced me at tiipe; to think that a superior power 
guides and directs every action and design of man: 
or in default of this position I shall believe in the 
power of inferior agents, who are permitted, for 
some great smd wise purpose, to counteract and 
subvert the intentions of individuals. This latter 
hypothesis see|ns most agreeable to my ideas of 
the Divinity, but I doubt whether it will appear so 
to you. 
The morning after my last communication to 
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you I went on board the Anne and Sarah, bound 
to Port Jackson, with a determined resolution to 
remain there for some months, in order to examine 
into the climate, soil, produce, and colonial im- 
provements, of the island of New Holland, if is- 
land it maybe called. But instead of complet- 
iag my design — not to mention my com^ 
ihenciftg trader, wiiich mig?it*of itself have en- 
grossed i^ great part of my tirfte, anti p^hajis '^th 
tuttied my ideas into a new channel— nriy wltote 

I r - - 

arrangeiUfetit was defeated by a vidlent huti^aiiie, 
which succeeded a tedioBs datei of six-aAd-ihrxrty 
iiours. It overtodk us iabout six weeks after^our 
^arturefrom New tort, a' short distance i,eyona 
^Ae la;titude of Rio Jtoeh-p In BraiiL I had ^beeii 
'for several days "niirc1hi*iiidisi)c?^d^ iand diiring itSQ 
talm particularly uneasy ^ b^t thfe fury df thfe wind 
soon created 'id^a^ more ^sagreeablfe eteii thah 
aciness. I "have 'been in many 5t6rms at Seia, -biit 
never in one so aliaririing as this : we Wcr^ trorrie 
over the surface of the water A;frith a 'dreadftfl ri- 
jidity J now elevated as if to pierce the clouBJ that 
lowered on our heads, and liow again preoipitsited 
mto an abyss that seemed to ' threaten instant an- 
nihilation. . My illness prevented my being of any 
essential service, but every irian on board was 
obliged to exert hiniself for the general safety^ 
f6TW6 days We ran as the wind -directed us i on 



t&e^ ereaiag /of tlie 5ec(»d ^ .yei9^1 -^ifiiiig her 
bowsprit, and in less tbanMi h^f tariiiedi awaj^ 
ker &fer^topEihastly I aiid to -add :t0, our dbtrcs^^ gieac 
parted our wiMr 'casks haclibecst slated. loLtUt 

^ pto^ on boasd, whi^h;COttshted> bereft ihfiSH 
celf, of a supercargo, three pa^s^gi^g^ a iBMe^ 
fitre aeanfien, and : tf«ro jbbjs^ whei^ after a short 
detiberation respecting the latitude we were in^ it 
traff detfennined f o jnake Jbfae best vf imx way for 
iheisle of St. Gatheriiiefs^ Thith^ we ;a<ccor<^gl]f 
sttempted to steer onr. course ; but the wipd still 
continuing to < xage with ujiabating tioleuee w^e 
were soonyin ^)ite> of ever^f exertion, driven tcx^ 
far Soikdi; to hope ta gain that hQspitable as]|lum : 
a. second council was therefore jsujnmoned, the 
rsfiult of whkh was, that, as it wa» impossible ia 
wr shattered btate to thikik of reaching the Cape^ 
we I^d ixe altei'ibfatiye but to proceed immediately 
£3r the great river La Pteta,: aiul endtiiavour, if pos* 
jlible, to g^a B^ei^os ^Ayre^f (here to repair our 
damage, and recruit our stock of water and pro»- 
visibx^, the greater part of which had been mate* 
xially injured; 

This was no sooner decided oh than put in 
pracrice. The Wind, happily for us^ a little sub- 
sided } and we steered £k the largest river ia the 
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worlds which we were fortunate enough to reaclr 
without any fresh disaster* 

The aqcountisr which we read of the Plata, sof 
£ur from being exaggerated, barely convey am 
adequate idea of its immensity; though I now find 
diat its 'depth is by no means proportioned to its 
length -tod breadth* When we arrived at the 
mouth of the river — of which if I had not been told 
I should never have imagined it — I began to thank 
God that our perils were over ; but I ik>on found 
that new ones awaited us, owing to the vast banks 
of sand dispersed in every direction* At our en- 
trance, under something more than a brisk gale, 
it was as much as all hands could do to steer the 
vessel clear of a most dangerous shoal called the 
KiglTsh bank, a place as much dreaded in those 
parts as the rocks of Scilly or the> Goodwin Sands 
in our vicinity ; and we had scarcely passed it in 
safety when we struck upon a smaller one, and thus 
•we continued, for want of a pilot, to run off one 
sand and on another, shaking, jumbling, working 
and cursing, for near thirty leagues, with boats a* 
bead sounding the whole of the course which we 
had to traverse before we could reach a place 
where we could hope for any assistance : however, 
by the help of a fresh breeze and constant wat£h« 
ing, we made shift in four days to anchor in this 
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hairboiir. . Monte Video is the first port of safety 
ia this wonderful river : it is situated at the foot 
of a conical mountain of a stupendous heightj; 
vrhich serves as a land-mark, for another moun* 
tain there is not in a vast tract of country^ many 
hundred miles in extent ; and the river, even here, 
is so wide as to appear to an inexperienced person 
more in the resemblance of a sea. 

We found in this port two Portuguese merddant- 
vessels, three French, and two privateers ; which 
last had, like ourselves, been forced in by stress of 
weather. On a signal being made by our captain, 
the commander, of the fort sent off a boat with 
three Spaniards in her to examine our papers ; with 
which being satisfied, we were permitted to enter 
jthe harbour, and we immediately received every, 
necessary assistance. It was evening when we 
arrived ; and the next morning captain H — — and 
we three passengers went ashore. Myself being aA* 
Englishman, and presently known as such, I ob- 
^ved an eye of suspicion glance on me which 
way soever I turned myself. But this I cared not 
for ; being resolved, since my desdny had landed 
me in Spanish America, to see as much of their ' 
. town as I possibly could : though, God knows^ bc- 
sudes the river and the mountain there is but littte 
to exqt€ a traveller's curiosity. The fort seems to 
be the only object on which any attention has been 
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bestowed; U is krge, handsomely huilt) aikd cdi^ 
sbts of four ; basdoBS^ on v^hich spre appaureiitly Terj 
good brasfli cannon. Another bastion is begun on 
the land-side, and \vhen that is finished the ibise 
is to be extended a much longer way than at pre« 
$eitt on terta finna. i h^ve not much opinion of 
the strength . of this fort, or th^ force that might 
be collected to withstand any determined attack of 
the British arms* It may, and ^ doubt not would^ 
resist any effi3rt of the Portuguese or native In- 
dians ; but they would not find it so ea^y a matter 
to repulse a sel:eict bqdy of English soldiers and 

sailors, determined upon conquest. 

J^^The church is the next principal building ; ft i^ 
large and clean, but has nothing remarkable about 
it : the houses, many of which lie scattered about ia 
a very ii:regular manner, with yery pleasing gardens 
and little plantations attached to them, are all low 
• and meanly built, very few being higher than the 
•ground floor ; but their tiled tops, with the green 
trees waving over them, have, taken altogether, 
^ rather a pretty effect. 

' The coimtry round has nothing intA-esting, 
' being, I am told, one continued plain every way for 
many hundreds of miles; and must, therefore, ap<« 
pear with peculiar disadvantage to me, who have 
been so long accustomed to the rising hills and 
majestic mountains of the northern continent: 
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and for Monte Video itself, I' can compare it.td 
nothing but a solitary rock in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean* In native woods, too, they arc 
greatly deficient ; almost every tree and^ shrub is 
of artificial culture : and though the prospect on 
every side is luxuriantly beautiful in the humble 
walks and vegetation, yet the eye seeks in vain for 
the thick, dark, waving forests, which in North 
America are regarded but as natural evils to ob« 
struct the labour of the industrious agriculturist, 
but which here would ^e valued alike for their 
novelty and beauty, and what is more for their 
utility, without being subject tq the destroying 
axe, or more destructive firebrand. The Spaniards 
are not fond enough of agriculture to deprive 
themselves of shade ; on the contrary, they have 
laboured to the best of their abilities to supply 
this great natural defect : ^nor have they laboured 
in vain, so favourable is this soil to the hand of 
cultivation; and groves of almost every, kind of 
tree or shrub that could be imported now nod at 
one another in a very pleasing, though not very 
picturesque, manner ; at least it apjpears so to my 
prejudiced taste. Another traveller might think 
and write widely different ; but what others think 
of a scene or a subject never has nor ever will 
influence my pen. ^ 

I am no draftsman ; but I have taken a view of 
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Mgtftc T^dM from the inost favoutdU^ ^K>t I 
eould 8ekct> and r^mk it for your edification^ I 
am only sorry the subjart is not more engaging. 

Captain H ■ " requested pertiiission' to lodge 
OS in the house of a wine-merchant whom he had 
known at the Cah^ries^ which place hid friend left 
about two years since, to settle at Montie Video« 
The request was granted, and I was recdved with 
great hoipitality. My not understanding the ^ 
Spanish language was father an awkward circum- 
stance : but the Canariai|^ though he did not un- 
derstand English, had a smattering of f rench^ and 
contriTed to make us comprehend that we should 
all be treated as part of his family* He has a wife, 
and two daughters, sprightly lasses both : but out 
Cdmtounication is all in dumb shew $ very agree- 
able though,1t>r all that. 

We had not been settled above an hour when 
an order came for the three passengers to ai^^nd 
the gotemon We immediately complied, and 
Were conducted thither by a guard of one subaU 
tern and six soldiers, all very slovenly accoutred, 
and distinguished by nothing but the extraordinary 
length of their swoiids and whiskers, and a most 
ludicrous affectation of majestic gravity. We 
found the governor, don Bias D'Hinojosa, taking 
a refreshment of fruit and coffee, attended by two 
negroes: he arose as we entered, and, slightly 
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bowing in a very stately manner, immediately re^ 
seated himself, and gave some orders to oiie of 
the slaves, who left the apartment } and presently 
returned with two Spanish gentleinen and an ofEcer 
very splendidly dressed, who, I observed, regarded 
me^ during the whole time I remained in the apart- 
ment^ with a stem and scrutinising eye. After a 
short conversation with the governor,' tne of the 
gentlemen, in tolerable English, asked us several 
questions ; as,- who we were — whither we were 
going when we left New York — and what bad 
occasioned our arrival at Monte Video. As - the 
discourse was chiefly addressed to me, I answered 
for myself and companions, who were both New 
Yorkists, and going on a voyage of speculation to 
Port Jackson. When their curiosity was satisfied 
we were permitted to retire, and were conducted 
back in the same state as we had been brought 
thither. The governor appeared to be about - 
forty years of age, of a pleasant aspect, and, though 
he assumed a gravity; there was a playfulness 
about the mouth th^t indicated it was not natural 
to him. He is married, I find, and has a son and 
two daughters ; the former is at present at Cor- * 
dovo in the province of Tucuman, where there is 
a fine coUe^ for education. On our return we 
found a plentiful repast provided by our ho$pitabIe 
host ; consisting of new cakes, fruit, coffee, and 

D 2 
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several sorts of wine. When we had refreshed 
ourselves, I proposed to my companions that we 
shouldrwalk out to survey the town, and if possible 
ascend the conical mountain, being desirous ta 
make the ^ost of our short stay, and see as much 
of their country as possible : but our host, with 
concern in his countenance, informed me my de- 
sire could ilbt be gratified ; a Spanish soldier had 
been stationed at his door, and he had been or- 
dered to consider me only as a prisoner of war 
during the remainder of my stay at Monte Video. 
My cQjnpanions however, not being Englishmen, 
were at perfect liberty to go wheresoever they 
thought proper. I cannot but say that this cir- 
cumstance greatly chagrined. me: not that I felt 
any great disappointment in not being permitted 
ta go abroad ; but I felt like a Briton, and could 
not digest the idea of coercive confinement. My 
fellow-passengers, finding that I was thus laid under 
an embargo, very quietly relinquished the idea of 
visiting the mountain, being blest with too great a 
share of American philosophy to feel grqatly in- 
terested in the beauties of nature; and we set 
about making ourselves as comfortable as our 
situation would admit. Our friendly entertainer^ 
who was extremely anxious to render my confine- 
ment agreeable, amused me very much with the 
history of the contraband trade constantly carrying 



V LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. -> 35 

* 
and for Monte Video itself, I ' can^ compare it : td 

nothing but a solitary rock in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean* In native >voods, too, they are 
greatly deficient j almost every tree and^ shrub is 
of artificial culture : and though the prospect on 
every side is luxuriantly beautiful in the humble 
walks and vegetation, yet the eye seeks in vain for 
the thick, dark, waving forests, which in North 
America are regarded but as natural evils to ob- 
struct the labour of the industrious agriculturisi:, 
buc which here would ^e valued alike for their 
novelty and beauty, and what is more for their 
utility, without being subject tq the destroying 
axe, or more destructive firebrand. The Spaniards 
are not fond enough of agriculture to deprive 
themselves^ of shade ; on the contrary, they have 
laboured to the best of their abilities to supply 
this great natural defect : ^nor have they laboured 
in vain, so favourable is this soil to the hand of 
cultivation } and groves of almost every ^ kind of 
tree or shrub that could be imported now nod at 
one another in a very pleasing, though not very 
picturesque, manner; at least it appears so to my 
prejudiced taste. Another traveller might think 
and write widely different ; but what others think 
of a scene or a subject never has nor ever will 
influence my pen. / 

I am no draftsman ; but I have taken a view of 
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bears their fragrance towards the land, would in* 
duce one to imagine that all the odours of 
Arabia were transplanted to this beautiful v spot,' 
which is with singular propriety called the Isle of 
Flowers. There is likewise another island of a 
very diflferent descripdon in the Plata, which is 
called the Isle of Wolves, from being inhabited only 
by those animals ; but of that I saw nothing, for i 
was below deck when. we passed it. 

The disorder which seised me on board the 
vessel, but which the bustle of the tempest for a 
time suspended, is, I fear, about to return : I feel 



very faint and languid, and have violent pains in 
my head. I cannot help thinking that, if they~ 
would let me go out, moderate exercise would soon 
relieve me ; but this idea may arise only from a 
spirit of contradiction, inherent in <yery Briton 
when he finds himself restrained in any particular 
point. But patience, patience ! — ^time, which re- 
leases us from every inconvenience, will me from 
this'; and aU will be the same a cenmry hence. 

Adieu, my dear friend ! it is time I should close 
this very long letter. ' 
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Monte Vidfo, Fed. ITQJ. 

My friend H — — is ushxg the ut« 
jnost dispatch to get his damage repaired^ which 
was fouiid to be more serious than he at first 
apprehended; however, it is hoped a few days 
will now complete it. We h^ve had to-day a 
tremendous gale of wind, which had like to h^re 
proved fatal to two of the vessels in the harbour 
that had not tiihe enough to secure themselves in 
the manner necessary for safety : in this unruly 
river, however, by the aid of our crew, they were, 
though with great difficuhy^ property secured^ 
This wind, I am informed, is often" destructive to 
ships lying in the harbour of Buenos Ayres ; it 
blows from the west, and is termed the pampero^ 
panly from its violence, and partly from itjs cro^» 
ing the plains of Las Pampas, which He to the 
south-west of Paraguay, and extend from thence 
to Chile, in an almost uninterrupted level of wav- 
ing grass, for hear nine hundred miles. 

I have not been able to obtain permission to 
asGond the mountain, which majestically rears its 
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summit to the clouds ; therefore am compelled to 
survey its beauties at a distance. 

The Spaniards are never, at the best of times, 
disposed to grant any kind of indulgence to an 
Englishman: they regard every individual of our 
nation with suspicion and dislike ; 'and now, from 
the circumstance of our being at war with them, 
they are more tiresomely vigilant than ever. 

It is ndw eighteen days since we landed, and, 
excepting on my visit to the governor's, I have not 
exchanged a single word with any one inhabitant 
besides our host, who, though extremely kind and 
complaisant, is by no means communicative. 

Provisions are very cheap ; I mean such as 
are produced here : those from Europe are dear 
enough ; but I am told they are so only in time 
of war, when the danger to be apprehended from 
the English cruisers prevents many from visiting 
this port and Buenos Ayres. 

I am at present much and seriously indisposed, 
having for these last two days felt^ strong feverish 
symptoms. The quantity of James's powders 
which I have been acQustomed to take have not 
had the desired effect : I feel an unusual pain in 
my limbs, a difficulty of respiration, and an un- 
common tenseness over the eyes. Mr. H saw 

me about an hour since, and was very much alani)^ 
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ed : he has requested a father provincial to atteii4 
me, \(^ho resides at the fort, and is well skilled m 
the remedies suited to this climate. M. Soderina, 
the merchant with whom I reside, has undertaken 
to report my case to the governor, that I may 
receive every assistance that can be obtained. 
Though the symptoms I feel are new to me, yet 
I am willing to think there is no danger in the 
distemper : my kind host assures me otherwise ; 
it being, be says, an epidemic disease — brought oa 
by the dense and heavy fogs, which are very trou* 
blesome at this time: of the year — and which is 
frequently fatal to Europeans. He has been so 
obliging as to send for his wife from Buenos 
Ayres, where she has been these two months on a 
visit J and his daughters are extremely attentive. 

There is no precise period for the termination 
of this disorder ; it depends principally on the tem- 
perature of the patient : some linger in it for many 
months, others only a few months ; and some only 
a few days, when it proves fatal. Should the latter 
be my case, this will be the last le.tter you will 
ever receive from me, for it is with great difficulty 
I now write. But Hihis, with what I have already 
written since my arrival here, will, I trust, by Mr, 

H 's means, reach you in safety, should he be 

so fortunate as to complete his voyage. 

If you hear from him, and can by any qjeans 
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^efve him, I beseech you do it, and yoja will confer 
w everlasting obligation on the memory of your 
iriend» 

The good priest is come. Should I never sec 
yoQ more in this world, I trust we shall meet 
licrea(ter» Adieu ! perhaps^ for ever* 
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BuemfS Ayres, May, 1 797, 

TuREB months, my dear friend, 
have now elapsed since I last addressed a lixre to 
you. Thel greater j>art of that time I have beea 
a helpless lunatic ; and now I am once more, 
through the mercy of Heaven, restored to reason, 
it is but to find myself a prisoner and alone in a 
land of strangers. They tell me I am at Buenos 
Ayres, in a convent of brothers dedicated to St, 
Dominic : how long I have been here or how con- 
veyed hither they have not yet informed me. It is 
but this morning they have allowed me the privilege 
of writing to you; and when I have done, I fear it 
will be a long while before I shall be able to gain 
an opportunity of sending it to England, since I 
find news ^have arrived here, during my insanity, 
of the total, defeat of the Spanish^fleet off Cape St. 
Vincent, by admiral sir John Jervis. This was 
imparted to me in confidence by one of the 4ay 
brothers, whose office it has been to attend me* 
My hair has been cut off, and I am in the habit of 
a noviciate : they shaved my head too, I believe ; 
and I am led to think I owe my life to the care 
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and attention of the holy fathers* I do not think 
my head is rightly settled yet : all the past seems a 
kind of chaos. I have some recollection of being 
seised with an epidemic distemper at Monte Video, 
and likewise of some operations they performe4 
upon me, but when ani where I know not, I 
cannot write you any more at present ; I am too 
feeble: to-morrow, if better, I will resume the 
pen. God bless you ! Adieu ! 
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LETTER IX. 

Eutnos Ayresy June^ 1797* 

It IS a fortnight since I was per- 
mitted the use of pen and ink; and though I have 
requested this indulgence repeatedly, in the most 
earnest manner, it has been — through a motive of 
kindness, I believe— denied me. I am now much 
stronger, and my head is quite composed ; and 
though I shall not be able to g^ve you a regular 
account of all that has occurred for these three 
months past, yet I will endeavour to relate as 
many of the particulars as I ' have been able to ob- 
tain from my attendant^ who still watches me with 
unremitting assiduity. He is a Frenchman by 
birth, born at Bourdeaux^ but being left an or- 
phan at an early age, he was taken by a Spanish 
merchant to Mexico, where he resided eight years, 
in the capacity 6f clerk to his benefactor, who 
dying at the end of that period, recommended 
him to the notice of his brother residing at this 
place, whither the young man immediately re- 
paired. He had lived with this latter gentleman 
about five years and a half when an English mer- 
chant, a fri^d of his master's, arrived here, and 
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fell ai it ihe Spaniard's house, where he remained 
indisposed for some months, during which time 
the assiduous Frenchman attended to the whole of 
his business, and transacted it so much to his 
Kking, that on his recovery he made him a present 
of i sum sufficient to procure his admission into 
this convent, wha^, though in the prime of life, he 
means to end his days. ' 

Brother Jerome— for that is his name — ^is one 
of the most kind-hearted creatures that ever ex* 
isted ; and to his indefatigable attention I jam con- 
vinced I owe, in a great measure, my restoration to 
reasom He has given me a succinct detail of ail 
that has happened to me in this part of the world ; 
and as many of the particulars as I n can repeat 
I wilL' , ^ 

When 1 closed my last, dated from Monte 
Video, I '\^s introduced to a venerable man, who, 
as my host informed me, had been sent by the go- 
vernor from the fort. He examined my tongue,- 
and the roots of my nails j when perceiving upon 
them some Wack spots, which I had -not, nor 
phould, perhaps, have noticed, he instantly de- 
clared that I was attacked by i^itfmtfa^ and must 
immediately be put to bed; but first it was ne* 
cessary I should be blooded. To this 1 consented, 
and he performed the operation in a very dex- 
Q'Otts iQ^mner } ' npt with a lancet, as our sur« 
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gec^s do, bat with an Indian instrument vtrf cu« 
riously made* It is a small and remarkably sharp 
flint) ground to an almost imperceptible point, and 
sef ina small bit of ebony or cedar, in much the 
Mme manner as our glaziers' diamonds ; with this 
difference — ^as theirs is placed perpendicularly in the 
wood, so this is set horizontally, with as much of 
the flint projecting as is sufficient to make the in^ 
cision* The arm is bound up as with us ; the in^ 
5trument is then laid on the vein, and struck with 
a kind of small hammer ; the blood Sows copi- 
ously: and so skilful are the Indian surgeons, that 
the patient runs no hazard of having the artery in- 
jured by this peculiar mode of bleeding. 

When I had submitted to the operation of 
phlebotomy, and retired to bed, my doctor or- 
dered an appliottibn of boiled herbs in a cotton 
bag to my stomach and bowels, in which I began 
to feel the most excruciating tortures, attended 
with a violent sickness. The water in which the 
herbs had been boiled was ordered me to drink ; 
but before it could be administered I was seized 
with a vomiting, attended with a burning heat on 
my brain. In an interval of ease I took the pre- 
scription, the father standing by the whole of the 
time ; but neither application had the desired ef- 
fect : other remedies were tried, but to no better 
purpose; the pain in my bowels and burning heat. 
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on my brain increased every moment. In thig 
state I continued five hours^ when suddenly the 
torment in my bowels abated, and the pain of 
my head became so excruciating as to bring on a 
delirium ; and before midnight Jv was insensible to 
every thing around. 

Brother Jerome, who was then at Monte Video 
en business for the superior of this convent, was 
one among the other religious^ in the town that 

• attended me during the first and most dangerous, 
paroxysms of my disorder, which lasted one-and- 
twenty days ; the fever then abated, but my rea-. 
son wa$ pronounced irrecoverably gone. In thQ 

mean time captain H , having repaired his 

damage effectually, prepared to sail : but when he 

' came to consult my host and the fathers respect- 
ing my removal, they were all of opinion it would 
be highly imprudent for him to think of taking 
mfe on board, as they were certain . I could not 
survive such a step four-and-twenty hours ; but 
if I was left in their care there still remained a 
shadow of hope that I might recover. In this 
dilemma my poor friend was almost districted 
how. to act : he was, as you may suppose, very 
unwilling to leave me behind, and equally averse 
to nm the hazard of removing me, as in that case 
the fathers very charitably assured him they could 
consider him in no other light than as jny im- 
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mediate murderer. At last, however, with great 
difficulty 'he was persuaded by father Daro — ^the 
govemor^s physician — and M. Soderina to confide 
me to them ; at the same time assuring him, in the 
most solenm manner, that nothing on their parts 
should be neglected to forward my recovery ; and 
if, in despight of every endeavour, the disorder 
'should at last prove fatal, a proper attested account 
of my death should be transmitted to New York. 
This satisfied him ; and, leaving with Soderina a 
letter of credit on his uncle at Philadelphia for 
whatever I might want, he left me, though by 
Jerome's account with great reluctance ; so much, 
indeed, that he even shed tears a^ he quitted the 
apartment. Worthy, aflfectionate creature ! and if 
Heaven spare me but to see him once again I 
will amply recompence his disinterested friend- 
ship. 

Before his departure he made the fathers a pre- 
sent of rum and tobacco ; which, it seems, serves 
as barter between then^ and the Indians. 

The father provincial at Monte Video kept me 
tliere until there was nd longer any danger to be 
feared from the fever, and his whole attention 
was then devoted to the restoration of my reason. 
My head was shaved, blisters appliied, and every 
other remedy that came within the knowledge of 
j^y spiritual physicians* The priest's In this p^^t 
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of the world are the only Europeans that profess 
uny knowledge of medicine ; they therefore ad- 
minister to the health of both soul and body with 
unremitting, diligence; and I will do them the 
justice to say, that, notwithstanding the dissipated 
lives led by the generality, none can be more at- 
tentive to the sick than they are. Not that they 
study pharmacy with any degree of sdmce, as our 
practitioners do j but their knowledge in the ef- 
fects and quality of herbs and simples is very er^ 
tensive. The virtues of every plant they have dif* 
covered ; and as the waters of La Plata, whea 
drank by Europeans, are in n[iany cases fatal, Pro^ 
vidence has planted, for the benefit of man, in all 
the different islands on this wonderful river a va^t 
variety qf. medicix^l herbs, which, wh^ applied by 
IL skilful botanist, sierve as an aptidote to the per-' 
nicious beverage, as well as for the dangerous ef- 
fects arising from too great an indulgence in the 
eating of fruit — with every kind of which, peaches 
in pardcular, this country abounds. 

When my Iidy friends had exhausted their 
whole ^tock of prescriptions, and I still remained 
in the same melancholy state^ it was judged pror 
per by the governor— -to whom my case had been 
daily made known-^to have me -conveyed to this 
town, which is tjie capital of the province of La 
.|^ls^t^,'.an0 pl9Ce4 under th^ care of the fathers of 
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St. Dominic^ from whose monastery I now write. 
I was, in consequence, immediately removed hither* 
The letter of credit gained me admission, and at 
the same time particular attention. My friend 
brother Jerome having, had the care of me in a 
great measure at Monte Video, obtained leave of 
the superior to continue that charitable office upon 
my coming here ; which he has dozie, I am certain^ 
in a most exemplary manner. 

But my restoration to reason, he says, does 
not arise from any exertidns of his, but the in- 
terposition of the blessed Virgin^ and a good In- 
dian, who, among many others^ comes once a year 
to barter the herb paraguay — a leaf so called, 
which is here infused and drank in the same man* 
ner as tea in China^ and which equally serves to 
counteract the pernicious qualities of the water ; 
with this diffisrence, it does not give that ashy 
paleness to the countenance which is the certain 
consequence of drinking ^n inordinate quantity of 
tea. 

This Indian, being informed of my malady, gave 
to Jerome a paper of dried leaves, nearly beat to 
powder, and a small bottle of liquid : of the first 
(le bade him take a certain quantity and lay flat 
upon a stoiie made very hot^; he should then 
sprmkle them with the liquid, and, when the fume^ 
BTOse, ho|d my face over it, a(id endeavour to 
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make ine inhale as much of the smoke as pos« 
sible. This was to be repeated two or thre^ tim^ 
a day; always remembering to cover my head 
quite over with cotton, and keep me for an ^ouv 
warm in bed. ' ^ - 

AH these instructions my attendant carefully 
observed^ The first applicadon in a few minutes 
$tupified me ; and he covered me up before half 
the herb was evaporated, at the same time con* 
demning himself as having actually killed me* I 
remained in this state for ne^ two hours and a 
half, when, to his great joy, I moved, sat up in the 
bed, and made signs that I wanted drink. This 
(encouraged him to tfy again, and every succeed- 
ing trial answered . better than the former ; wheQ 
in the space of four days, during which time 
he had fumigated my head eleven times, he saw 
evident marks of returning reason : and before a 
fortnight had elapsed I was perfectly rational, 
though still weak, langqid, and confused. My 
recovery, which had been for some time totally 
despaired of, seemed to give pleasure to the whole 
of the community. They are thirty-four in num- 
ber, besides the superior j and very much respected 
Jx)th in thp town and adjacent country, being by 
fax the richest order in these parts, that of ^t. 
|*rancis alone excepted. . 
^ ^opn as my senses were sufficiently collected 
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I ^ked my kind attendant for pen and ink, \(»hi^h 
he indulged me with, and I made use of them td 
write a short and incoherent letter to you, and 
which is now on the yray to England, in the hands, 
of a captain Frampton, of Boston, who sailed 
from hence two days ago i and I trust you will re- 
ceive it as soon if ndt soonet than that which my 

worthy friend H was to transmit from Port 

Jackson^ by which means you will be spared a 
great deal of painful anxiety on my account. 

It is impossible for me to do justice to the kind- 
ness of father Jerome, who told me^ with great 
concern in his eouhtenance, that an order had been 
received from the governor^ on my recovery, to 
4etain me as a prisoner^ 

This, I think, I hinted to you in ray former let- 
ter } but as all parts of the world are alike to me^f 
the knowledge pf my being in confinement does 
not now affect me : ^d as I can afford to pay for 
a few indulgences, I may, I doubt liot^ make this 
place comfortable enough } at least I am very well 
disposed to think it so<( And where a man is 
willing to make the best pf every thing, ic is no 
difficult matter to find means of amusement : and 
so they will but permit me to stir abroad a little 
and examine the country, I shall be very much at 
my ease, and perhaps forget I am a prisoner. But 
the best part of the whole is, that these reverend 
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fathers regard m^ as a very pious and devoi^ 
Catholic. This strange prejudice I can ncr other- 
vrise account for than by their finding on my neck 

the precious cross worn by my lost . 1 missed 

this valued relic immediately^ upon regaining my 
senses, but was diiSdent of asking for it, as not 
knowing where or how I had lost it; How- 
ever, when I was, in their opinion, sufficiently re- 
covered, the jewel wa& restored 'to me> and in a 
transport of joy I seized and carried it to my lips* 
This motion of mine was attributed by the brethren 
to a motive of grateful piety, and they very 
teadily conceived that I was one of their own 
persuasion : and Jerome observed, that the re- 
storation of the jewel would remind me of what 
the ho]y Virgin had done for me, by interceding 
with her bfesssed Son for my recovery, the mira- 
cle of which should be celebrated in their church 
on, the festival of Corpus Christi, which, he said, 
would take pkce in a few days ; and in the mean 
^ime it would be expedient for me to receive the 
sacrament, and return thanks to the holy mother 
of God, 

I was about to undeceive ' the father, and a»- 
sure him 1 was no pious CathoKc, but a miserable 
l^er^c, when a thought struck me, that the error 
he was in respecting my religion was a very for- 
tunate circumstance^ and with a little contrivance 
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might be made to answer more purposes than 
one in my behalf. I therefore very devoutly ac- 
quiesced in all he said to.me^ and as I look upon - 
all externals in religion to be matter of no im- 
portance^ so I trouble my head but little about 
what they may require of me, in consequence pf 
my supposed belief. 

I have been three days writing this. My head 
is still unsettled ; but, as I am now on the rapid re^ 
covery, it will not be long, I hope, before I meet 
with some adventures worth relating. 

Adieu! Ever yours* 
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LETTER X. 



Convent of St. Dominic^ June, 179/« 

I AM just returned from walking m 
the convent gardens ; they are spacious^ and well 
laid dut, considering the taste of the gardeners 
in this part of the world : all is done under . the . 
directions of two of the fathers, but the. whole cif 
the community "^ork in them by turns. The lay 
brothers, of whom there are seventeen, are con- 
stantly emplpyed either here or in other domestic 
offices : a peculiar kind of harmony seems to reign 
among them. The orders of the superior— Who ia 
a Genoese by birth— are given in a mild, but 
impressive, accent j and his being their head is 
hardly known but at meals and during church 
service. He is going, immediately after the festival, 
to Cordovo, where there is a university : it is an 
immense way from hence. He is to be accompanied 
by several Spanish youths, going thither for edu- 
cation ) and six or seven missionaries, who are to 
be dispersed over the provinces of Tucuman find 
Uraguay : of these places I am to learn a great 
deal, ^ soon as I am abl^e to stir about with the 
fathers^ At present I am very weak j but now my 
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health returns my appetite returns with it, and^I 
cannot help wishing for some of our delicious*" 
roast beef, with its usual app'endages : but though 
beef is here more plenty by an hundred fold than 
in England, yet I believe it would be next to 
im^ssible for me to obtain my desire. They 
have not here the smallest conception of a large 
joint of meat served up as with us. They slaughter 
animals, it is true, for their tables : but then the 
flesh is cooked in such a mawkish way, or rather 
in, no way at all that I can call cooking ; it is S6 
messed up with fish, eggs, onions, oil, and garlic, 
that it requires the stomach of an Esquimaux to 
relish what they set even before me^ that am ' an 
invalid. It is to no purpose I endeavour to make 
my friend father Jerome understand the meaning 
'of roast beef; I might as well talk of friccaseed 
hare to an Abyssinian. 

The fish here are delicious, provided they were 
' not spoilt in the cooking ; but the people mix so 
many heterogeneous spices with their abominable 
oil, to make what they call sauce, that the real 
flavour of the fish is lost in the sousing : however, 
I do all I can to swallow their salmagundi \ though 
my rebellious stomach will sometimes, in spite of 
good manners, and even hunger, persist in re- 
fusing to admit such dainties. The beautiful gold 
'« fish that we admire so muchJn Europe are caughi 
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irfshoals in the Plata : some of them a foot long^ 
'and proportionably large; one of these I was 
fevoured with to-day for dinner, cooked in plain 
water, and served up to me without any other 
sauce than pure unadulterated butter, instead of 
oil : understand me right though ; I do not mean 
butter such as we in Europe use, made from cream, 
but the fat of an ox melted down and refined, not 
unlike what our cookmaids call dripping. You 
smile, but I assure you it makes an excellent sub- 
stitute for real butter ; indeed any thing is pre« 
ferable to their everlasting oil. This was the best 
dinner I have made since I arrived in this |>art of 
America. The fish is delicately sweet, and the 
nearest to • it I ever tasted in England is the red 
mullet. 

The fishermen say, that when the pampero 
blows the gold fish hide themselves in the sands 
or holes of the rocks, and are never seen till the 
tempest occasioned by this dreadful wind is entirely 
subsided. Of this pampero I am told, that it rises 
In the mountains of Cordillera, and crossing the 
plains of Las Pampas, nine hundred miles in length 
-^-during the whole of which it does not meet a 
single tree or shrub to obstruct its progress— pro- 
ceeds with increasing fury till it reaches the banks 
of La F)ata, when, collecting itself into a kind of 
jtream or current, it rushes with incredible violence 
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down the river^ sweeping all before it ; and un^eia 
the vessels in the harbours are secured with more 
than ordinary care they are sure of being driven 
from their moorings^ and greatly damaged, if not 
lost, on the shoals in the river. It is this wind 
that has caused so many banks, by raising the 
sand from the plains and hurling it into the stream^ 
where meeting with more or less objects ta 
check its progress, it lodges or shifts about at the 
caprice of the wind. These sand*, vby daily in- 
creasing, have destroyed the harbour of Buenos 
Ayres : no vessel can approach nearer to the town 
than three or four leagues distance ; the mer« 
chandise must of course be conveyed to land in 
small craft, made on purpose to navigate a little 
shallow river which conveys the goods to the 
town from the moujth of the harbour ; and even 
these lesser vessels— which are made long, narrow, 
and high, but so constructed as to require but 
a very trifling draft of water — are obliged ta 
take a winding course, and double two or three 
points of land round which the little river flows* 
Several plans for deepening and widening this riyer 
have recently been attempted, but I believe with 
very indifl^rent success. 

To-morrow week is the festhrgl of Corpa»' 
Christi : the whole brotherhood are bustling about 
in every direction, and preparing all their saintly 
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'^ pinphernalia for a sblemn procession round thd 
town, in whrch, I understand, I am expected to 
join ; but it must be in the habit of a noviciate^ 
which elegant array I have worn ever since I came 
hithen I would fain, upon this occasion, have 
exchaQged it for one of a less mortifying 2^ 
pearance j but was told by my friend father Jerome 
that it qould not be done without the superior's 
orders, and if he had thought it proper for me to 
appear in the clothes left for me by Mr. H — 7— 
they would have been returned to me with the cross- 
I must, th'erefore, be content to wear this holy 
dress : but what induces me the more readily to 
acquiesce is the knowledge of the danger to which 
I should be exposed were I to mix with the 
inhabitants in an English habit,' which in their 
most friendjiy humours is looked 6n with suspicion 
Sipd dislike, biit which now would be regarded 
with insult and abhorrence. Englishman and 
heretic have long been synonimous terms ; .but 
when to these is added that of a victorious enemy, 
Spanish pride and superstition would be equally in 
arms, and God only knows what would become 
of me between them. My conversation with the . 
fathers has hitherto been carried on partly in 
Latin and partly in French, but I am now very 
industriously engaged in the study of the Spanisrh 
language. I may w^mt it more than I am at present 
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Siw^re of : at any rate it serves to beguile time, that 
else would appear extremely tedious. You will say, 
the more tongues a man has the command of th'^ 
better : it may be so j I am sure within these last 
six months I have had occasion for every different 
language my provident father had me instructed 
^n, and should have felt very awkwardly situated 
had I been deficient in eitlier. But in each and 
every one of them I am, at all times, happy to 
subscribe myself 

Tout sipcq:e friendt 
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LETTER XL 

Convent of St, Dominit, June, 1797 ^ 

This morning, as soon as the 
matin-bclI rung, I was desired by father Jerome to 
attend confession, as a preparatory step to my taking 
the sacrament on the day of the festival. This was 
a circumstance I bad never attended to, or even 
once thought about. I paused for a moment : my 
friend perceived it ; and thinking — I suppose from 
the. change of my countenance — that I bad some- 
thing on my conscience I was unwilling to reveal, 
smiled, and said I need not be particular, for fa- 
ther Ximenea was not very severe. I thanked him, 
and said I was not afraid of any penance the holy 
man jnight impose } I was only embarrassed at the 
idea of confessing to a stranger. Oh, that was 
iiolhing! he said; and, without waiting for any 
further observation, hurried me to the confessional, 
where I knelt down, and answered yes and no to 
all the questions the father confessor put to me ; for 
being unacquainted with the form of auricular con- 
fession, I was necessitated to let him interrogate 
me without knowing what answers to make : howr 
ever I got over it pretty well j a small penance 
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was enjoined me of abstinence during the ensuing 
week, smd I received his holy benediction. I was 
then conducted, for the first time, to the refectory, 
where the young student was about to ascend a 
rostrum, and preach a dinner sermon. The fa- 
thers arranged themselves round a lar^e table, on 
which were placed fruits, cakes, coffee, and $weac«^ 
meats. At another table sat the noviciates, with 
somewhat of less delicacies before them. I was 
seated among the latter company, and by one of 
the fathers addressed in Latin, saying that as I was 
once more, tlirough the bountiful mercy of Hea- 
ven, restored to health from the very brink of the 
grave, I should partake of his blessings, and be 
grateful ; not forgetting, at the same time, to offer 
up a fervent prayer of thanks for my recovery, 
jthrough the intercession of the holy Virgin and 
St. Dominic. I having returned a suitable an- 
swer, grace was said in a very affecting manner, 
and we partook of the repast, which I really re- 
lished exceedingly, there being several kinds of 
fruits that I had no conception of, as none of them 
grew in the convent gardens. There were ex- 
cellent small white cakes, and a sort of something 
soft and thick, which served instead of butter : 
what it was composed of I know not, but it ate 
very agreeably. Half a pint of Canary wine was 
given to each person ; and ^\l th# time wewerc 
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eating the young priest in the pulpit was preach* 
ing a sermon; the subject of which was the 
merits and adventures of St. Dominic, together 
with two or three of his pious acquaintance. 

The young man appeared to possess a good 
delivery, and the discourse was, no doubt, highly 
edifying, if it could but have been understood by 
me : however, be that as it may, he received the 
applause of his superiojrs,' and Retired with no small 
|hare of self-complacency. Adieu ! 
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Convent of St. Damiinc, June f 17^7: 

'/' * 'Td>MoHf is the eve df the festival^ 

trhich has^bfiexi annoanced, with great eeremcmyj 
by the cannon of the citadel; and bells' are ringing 
in every patt of the town. I have attended masd 
regdlarly every morning this vfAk^ aiid am regard-^ 
^ by all the society as a very sincercf and pious Ca- 
tholic. How long this opinion vdll hold, I know 
not, but I shall not undeceive them if I can help it: 
I have likewi^ din^d daily in the refectory, and am 
highly pleased with my associates. \For two hours 
every day the noviciates dispute on theological 
subjects, which are attended to by the fathers with 
great assiduity. Three days this week several 
young Spaniards of distinction have been admitted 
to hold controveirsies with the novices on theology 
and natural philosophy. These youths are going 
with the father provincial to Cordovo, there to be 
entered at the university in much the same manner 
as we do at Oxford^ and nearly the same mode^of 
stuidy is adopted. On seeing me^ they one and all 
seemed to be struck with surprise and curiosity^ 
My sandy complexion, naturally ^rer than is be« 
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coming in a man^ and which illness has rendered 
still more delicate, made them, at first sight, con- 
clude that I was an Englishman ; and the novdty 
of an English herietic in the noviciate habit of St. 
Dominic evidently excited, in a great degree, their 
admiratim. Their ^es were continually turned 
itpcm me, and tdie astomshraeiEt dq>lctured in their 
lodes was i»:liy very ^oliusiiig* When the iaii* 
£ence— whidh is ithe name -givea to those asdem^ 
blies--^broke «ip, they crowded roimd the superioc^ 
e&gerly enqiiiring bow I came there-^v^et^ from 
— what I had been— and bff what meastf tronverted 
to the holy faith-^with many other «qitegtions, rthdt 
Ishould have liked much to have heard (he father 
answer; but before lihey gave him an oppdriumty 
the :novices ^hdrew. 

Most of these young men appeared to be irom 
seventeen to tiiree-and-twenty yeax? df age, but 
not one of them possessed the natural gravity of 
ifae Spaniards <: their dress was more airily madc;^^ 
than in old Spain; and, instead of cloth, their 
trouse, doublet, and cloak, wwe of blade cotton ; 
their hats Genoese velvet.'^and their stocking and 
shoes silk; with large tufts in the latter of ribbon 
or fios. But what surprised me most of all was^ 
to see an English gold watch depending from a 
belt round each one^s waist. Whether this is 
thdir usual way of wearing that useful appendage^ 
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or whether it \irks only platc^d sd for iotne p2^4 
dcular purpose, I cannot tell; but i^ convinces 
me, that, though they detest our n^on^ they da 
tot demise oUr manufactuf es. 

The neact time they came they vrete t^thet ie$8 
free \vSth their eyes, and seemed, by thdr manner^ 
to consider me as deserving some degx'ee of re* 
sp^ct. They came round me as t was going out^ 
and said with great gallantry, like so liiany r^ 
ialleros^ that they were happy to find one mail 
wise enough to xjuit a nation of infidels ; and they 
w^e certain that-^ if I consulted my own interest^ 
1 should never wish to return to England more* 
Tbeiise fine things were sdd in Spanish, of which I 
)|ave learnt enough to understand the common term$ 
of conversation, though nothing more : however^^ 
I made dnft to answer them pretty well, and said 
I did not doubt of 'finding as much, if not more^ 
happiness in Paraguay than I had ever experienced 
in any .other part of the world* They seemedl 
pleased at my reply, and congratulated me on mjf 
recovery, and on my proficiency in the Spanish 
tongue, which they said was the finest language ia 
the world. I bowed an assent, at which l;hey 
seemed mightily pleased, and were about to ask 

me some more questions when a bell summoned 
them away. 

Brother Jerome cftiue to me immediately atter 

»2 
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vespefs last tiighf, and told me that two of the 
fathers meant f o join him in soliciting the superior 
to permit me to accompany them on .ttieir visits: 
about the town during his absence, and they had 
^rcaf hopes of succeeding^ This, information has 
given me great pleasure, as by that means I hope? 
to have it in my power to send you some descrip^ 
tion of the country and die manners of the people 
r am compelled to live among ; though . Ood 
knows if you will ever receive what I write. I 
have tried several times to learn some; jwticulars 
respecting the progress of the war, but ohtbat htad 
my friend Jerome is obstinately silent ; and;I/ani 
iverse to asking questions of any other.. of .th6 
icommunity, as hot only the novices but the lay 
brothers appear to treat me with a kind of distant 
civility, and that is alL But there is .one among 
the oldest fathers whose countenance is the index 
of good-nature ind complacency : he has converged 
with me twice in the gardens of the convent, but 
his discourse turned chiefly upon the properiies 
of plants ; and perceiving, by my remarks, that 1 
had some knowledge of natural philosophy, he 
described to me the nature and qualities of two 
very beautiful fehrubs, natives of this province, and 
both antidotes against the bite of poisonous rep- 
tiks. The juice is extracted by bruising the herb, 
bid ilat between two large stones j the bottom cue 
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-of which is concave, to retcive the juice, which j$ 
forced out by turning round the upper stone very 
quickly : the liquid jthus obtained is placed in a short 
stone bottle, and left to ferment two or three hours in 
the sun. When it ceases to emit a kind of white 
froth \ it is fit for use, and is carefully preserved 
in small vials till wanted, which is not unfre* 
quently. In case of using it, the wound or sting 
. is first washed with clean spring water, when, 
being wiped dry, the preparation is poured either 
into or upon it. A bit of dry cotton is then 
spread over the part affected, and banded carefully 
down. This is repeated every two hours, until the 
cotton comes away green. The poison is then 
known to be extracted, the wound is rubbed with 
be;ar*s grease, and the patient declare^ out of 
danger.; . One of these plants strongly resembles 
8curvy.gr.ass ; the othef,. which is taller, has a leaf 
wbicbf in Ipok a^d feel, appears like the thickest 
velvet, and is of a dark heavy gre^n colour: it 
^ears a bright crimson flower, faintly tinged with 
gold, but in size and shape^very similar to the 
blue flag iris : both plants are esculent, and highly, 
esteemed by the natives. 

: I liave. endeavoyred, with father Jerome's assist- 
ance^ to analyse the herbs left by my Indian .phyn 
>sidan; w>hich so happily effected my restotetioil to 

T^Qurbyt we found it impossiWe::tQ n^s/smin 



^e{r ^ptdtSy as throughout the ^hde conveiit 
iarden not one appearefd to bear any affinity to 
theiii, either in smell or taste. I remarked fhis 
Utirctimstance tp the botanical father, who said 
thcj were peculiar in the province of Tuciaipaii, 
jbad that the Indians of the Tercerp-riyer frer 
quently brought small baskets full of thepi to 
Buenos Ayres for |>arter, togeth^ with a irariety 
pf other articles. That which had cured me, he 
said, was a composition pf four herbs, which the 
Spaniards had vainly endeavoured to propagate ia 
the district of La Plata, but never cpuld succeed 
Jn rearing ; they being constandy destroyed, when 
About three inches high- from the ground, by the 
sLnts, which infest all the plantations in this prp^ 
vitoce in such numbers as somcdmes to cover and 
destroy almost every plant and shrub in a space pf 
several miles in extent : so cautious is Providence 
jti bestowing its blessings without a propof donate 
share of evils. 

The soil heire is light and sandy, but extremely 
fich and productive ; owing, in 6pme measure, to 
ijie pyprflpwiiig of the fiver during thp rai|iy 
season, which, in much the same manner as the 
Nile in Egypt, leaves a nutridous slime on the 
farth t there is, therefore, no great labour reifuir 
$ite on the part of the proprietor to prepare th^ 
grptt|dfof the t-eceptipi^ of any kind pf seed tba| 
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be wiidies to cultivate ; and matfers are eo coba 
trived, that every garden is refreshed by water 
from the Plata, let in or out by a kind of sluice 
made of osiers woven very strong and tbick, 
which open like our flood-gates used in the inland 
navigation. The water thus admitted, is sent in 
smaller channds roimd the parterres ; and most 
commonly a quantity of it is retained in a large 
ba^ or reservoir, of which there is one in every 
extensive garden. The reservoir attached to ouc 
convent is formed of brick, strongly cemented, and 
surrounded wiih a wall about five feet high, with 
steps on the outside up to the margin, and down 
likewise on the inside to the bottom, which in 
ours is about twenty feet below the surface of the 
earth* When this supply is very low — ^which is 
often the casi; when the pampero has blown any 
longer time than ordinary, by which means the 
waters have been driven with greater violence to* 
wards the sea, and thereby prevented from dis* 
pensing their favours among the more remote 
garden grouhds^— it is radier treublesome to . be 
got at ; they therefore hasten to take advantage 
of any swell in the river, and fill the reservoir at 
once. These water reposicories have likewise an 
opening, about two feet and a half wide, in the wall 
that surrounds them. This aperture is secured by 

» door let into {proves, on each side^ to dam up 
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and down.^at pleasure : v^hen the water is low. 
tliey raise this door, and the gardener goes inside^ 
where, descending the steps that lead to the boU 
ton^ he stands as on the brink of a well, and 
draws as much as he has occasion for. The water 
here is beautifully clear and sparkling ; but its 
coldness, when drank, is apt tp bring on dysente- 
ries and other dangerous diseases, such as I ex- 
Iferienced while at Monte Video : for though I am 
now thirty leagues higher up the Plata, its good 
and bad qualities are the same, and even at this 
distance from the -sea it is between seven and 
dght leagues across. You may guess from hence 
of what an amazing siize this river must be. 

But nature, in these regions, as well sis in North 
America, ^eeras to have; worked upon a most gi- 
gantic scale when engaged in their formation, and 
to have studied well liow the -component parts 
jcould best be repdered worthy the immensity of 
the whole. She has played the niggard stepdame 
only with the feathered part of the creation, and 
even there what is deficient in size she has amply 
compensated^ for in variety and numbers. The 
province pf Paraguay i$ famous for prpdudng 
birds pf the most beautiful plumage ; the banks 
^f the river being, as I am told by the father^, 
^$arly crovered widi those lovely little creatures, 
of aknost . ^very description ; aijaong which the 
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fH06t remarkable Is the celebrated humiiiing-bird,s6 
wdl and so often described by naturalists and tra- 
yellers. Here they are x^atives ; and frequently, 
^hen I am in the convent garden, I see swarms of 
them flying about on every side like so many large 
wasp^^ or resting on the shrubs and sucking the 
^owers^ whidi fprm the principal part of their sus« 

te^a^qe• T^^^y ^^ ^^^Y ^^^^ i so much so^ ix^decd^ 
^s ^t times to be very troublesome, when they come 
by four and five together humming and buzzing 
round niythead, tilji they confuse me to such a 
degree ^at I am obliged to lay about me in self- 
defence^ and buffet theni away as we do th^ blue* 
bottle flies in Ei^gland. 

1^0 you not pity me for being confined to a 
fountry, the very beauties of which,> from bdng 
^00 abundant, degenerate into plagues ? Adieu ! 
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' LETTER XnL 

Omvent tif St Dommc, June, 1797^ 

The koly festival was celebrated ycstcr- 
liay, mth a degree of pomp of which I had not en* 
entenatned the smallest idea» The morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, firing of cannon^ 
tnd other similar demonstrations of joy \ sounds so 
new, and so widely different from any I had heard 
since my arrival here, that I began to feel very 
much alarmed, from an apprehension that the 
Spaniards had obtained some signal victory over 
the British arms, and the news had just then ar» 
nvtd at^ Buenos Ayres. My heart proudly palpi- 
tated at the humiliating idea, and I was very in- 
dustriously tormenting myself, when father Jerome 
entered my room, and presently relieved me, by 
saying — " Are not these glorious sounds, which 
proclaim this blessed festival ? . What a pity it is 
so many of your infidel countrymen should be 
lost to this august ceremony !*• I could have 
hugged the reverend enthusiast for so well re- 
moving my anxiety ; but not caring to betray my 
real sentiments oil the subject, I coolly answered, 
^ We are not a|l endowed with an equal portion 
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f>{ the divine spirit, brother Jef ome j" and inune^. 
4iately accompanied him to the convent chapeL 
Divine service was performed three dmes in the 
^our3e of the morning; the first mass at mx 
o'clock, the second at half past seven, and the 
^ird at nuie. 

At t^n o'clock, iipon a signal given at the go^ 
?ernoir's house, the community prepared to join 
In the general cavalcade ; and now, for the firsi 
idme, I wa3 to see the outside of the convent. We 
were ;arranged p order, in a large square, withid 
the gates: first, the young choristers were divided 
mto four bands, twelve in each ; these are the 
children under the tuition of the fathers. The 
first division was to precede the whole, singin|f 
a particular service appropriate to the day. On 
ipither side these children walked lay-brothers^ 
))earing ensigns, or pictures representing the dif^* 
ferent achievements of their patron saint. TVjfi, 
followed the novices, among whom was myseif) 
every one bearing some precious relic or another^ 
enclosed iq, boxes pf ebony and ivory, curiously 
IBirrought. 

Tq us sqcceedcji another band of musac, ac* 
companied by all the visitors of distinction, of 
which there wer^ not a few from the distant plant- 
ations. Next came the elder fathers of the con* 
two and two, each carrying something re-^ 
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lative to the festival ; and after them the superior, 
drest in all the regalia of his office, surroirtided 

4 

by the young students going to Cordovo, and six 
lays-brothers, bearing banners. The remainder of 
the community, choristers, and several newly -bap- 
tized Indians, brought up the rear.; every one ia 
this procession being arrayed in their richest and ' 
gayest attire. The cavalcade, having cleared the 
contepf-gate, entered a large handsome square ; 
on one side of which stand^^e cathedral, a very 
fine well^-finished edifice, crowQl^ with a cupola, 
and open • on all sides ta the view. Round this 
square were assembled the sooeties^ of several 
other orders, all dressed in paraphernalia ; and 
'l^ more curious scene I never witnessed. It seemed 
as if people fi'om all nations of the earth were col- 
lected together, presenting every different shade 
of the complexion, from the silver-Jhaired m- 
'• Instant of Denmark to t;he sable-hued native of 
p6inea. 

r \ ^Among the crowd some Indian caciques held a 
very tonspieuous place. They wore party'-co- 
loured cotton habits, prettily decorated with a va- 
riety of feathers, arranged in a very judicious and 
elegant mannerl Bands of wool, red, purple, and 
yellow, encircled their heads, and supported some 
of the. most beautiful plumes 1 ever beheld. Se- 
veral of the caciques wore glittering ornaments on 
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fheir chins^; others on their neicks, arms, and 
legs. But if those Indians pleased by the gaiety 
of their attire, another tribe interested me no less 
by their simplicity.^ These were clad in whit^ 
Cotton vestn^ents, with no other ornament than 
large full white feathers, rising one above another 
round the head. This dress, contrasted with the 
dark copper colour of their skins, was peculiarly 

■ ■ 

striking, and gave a most singular, though ex« 
tremely pleasing, appearance to the whole. 
- The outrides of the houses round the square 
•^ere hurig with festoons of flowers, and live birds^ 
tied with strings, to prevent their escape, but long 
enough to admit of their fluttering sufficiently 
to expand their beautiful plumage ; a contrivance 
which I must confess had a very picturesque ef- 
fect. The portico of the church was decorated 
^ith an uncommon quantity of real and artificial 
flowed s, in the disposal of which a great share of 
histe had been displayed. Under the principal 
arch was placed a band of musicians, who sung 
and played most enchantingly. Indeed there is 
not a place in the world, not even Italy, *where 
sacred music is more studiously attended to. Upon 
a volley being fired by some of the soldiers — ^who 
were all drawn up on one side of the square — the 
procession commenced by the military, fully ac- 
coutred, marching oflf two and two, to the sound 
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0f dr.ups, trum|)ets, an# other inarti^l mmiCf ^t 
ifttieryak halting, to discharge their pieces ; thf 
t)^Hs of all (he <;I^$ijrshes ringing, and the shi]M p^ 
^e harbour rf turauig tlie fir^ig in the town ; f(f 
^c akogether you may .suppose the conqert hjj 
UK) xnesffis a despii^able o^e. Fir^t^afte^ tbt spldiex;! 
Pfm^ the order of Su Francis, arr^gfjiJA. nearly 
die $i^Hie manner .as otirselves j .thfm foUowed 9, 
seeofid division of the military, ^nd tjh^e choinstQry 
of the cathedral : to them 9ucceede4. the ordj^r 
l>f St. James ; and, thii^dly^ w^ csi^e.iiu; Between 
pur tear and the advanced gpard of the fourth 
community was borne on ^ very high altar^ richly 
decorated, the elements of the eucharist, sur- 
rounded by a vast number' of people of the 6r$r 
rank and quality ; ^me of them bearing lighted 

« 

ii^ax-candles, highly perfumed ; others incense^ 
foany banners, and not a few relics : the whpl^ 
group flanked by soldiers^ on horseback, in t^ie^ 
newest and best attire, firing alternately to thf 
right and left ; and wherever a cross was erected^ 
.which I believe was at the end of every street, 
the whole cavalcade halted to sing the appointed' 
service. 

After the eucharist came another division of 
soldiers, and after them all the remaiqiqg re- 
ligious of the town, while on either side of the 
«tr^et — for we took the middle— marqhed the 
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iBoUUtjr, men^ wometi^ aad children^ but, not* 
iii!ilhstaiu&i^ their numbers, all rangeid in regular 
mdfifj and obsjsrving a profound , sUenoet exc^ 
vihim they joined in the general choruses, an4 
dien ibleBsed St. Dominic. What a din was tberejj^ 
llach division of the whole procession was attended 
by a band of music, which, halting at the crosses^ 
played almost divinely ; and ^rry enough I was, 
when the devotion of the ihultitude, breaking fortli 
into audiUe sounds^ spoiled such excellent har* 
mony. 

The decorations of the houses ia magnificeace 
surpassed any thing I ever beheld in Europe en 
the l&e occasion^ The streets are wid^, and most 
oi them in a straight line ; the houses in general 
low« with here and there a very elegant church 
or public building, finished according to the rules 
oi Eutopean ^architecture. Every habitation was^ 
hung either with tapestry or coloured cottons of 
various dyes, ornamented with feathers in a very, 
ing^ous manner'} between which were suspended 
festoons .of flowers, articles of plate, and even 
jewels, according to the riches of the owner* 
Across the streets, from side to side, were tri*. 
umphal arches, composed of boughs of trees art- 
fully interwoven ; from which hung, as at the 
portico of the church, a great variety of living 
birds, all suspended ip tb^ most advantageous 
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poiiit of li&ff, and soiile- of thent beyond Aesciip^ 
tion beaiLtifiiL Between the arches were set otif. 
a vast quafhrtky of eatables j such as cakes^ pie$/ 

# • • • 

fruits, &c. alt disposed in a vefy agreeable WAxi^ 
net : and I cbttld not help feeling a kind cif pe-- 
culis^r English pkaswe 2,t this part of- the exhibition. 
Close to the houses, on each side of the streets^ 
were likewise placed living animals-— *yoting tigel^s^ 
lions,' wolves, dogs j ana even monkey is of a par^ 
ricular Iafg« Species — secured so carefully as to 
prevent any possibility of their escaping, or hurt- 
ing those that might come near them. From 
Ac windows were suspended baskets, very neatly 
wove,. of a lovely green colour, <:ontaining every 
kind of seed or grain with which they mean to 
sow the land, that the Saviour of the world 
might bestow his benediction on them as he passes, 
which they think will undoubtedly procure them a 
plentiful harvest; and indeed they are seldom, if 
ever, disappointed. 

There is not a street through which the pro- 
cession passes but is adorned in this splendid man<« 
ner : for on this festival the riches of every in-r 
dividual are displayed to the greatest advantage 
possible, and with a peculiar degree of art; which 
must, I should think, occupy a considerable time 
in preparation. 

In one of the streets leading to the great square 
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I saw three of the Jargest and finest peacocks I 
ever beheld: also pheasants of an extraordinary 
size and beauty, not much unlike the peacocks in 
point of feather, but taller^ with more slender 
legs ; and in lieu of a long sweeping tail, small 
tufts of feathers, composed of dark brown, beauti- 
fully shaded with green and gold ; but their eyes 
and plumage, in beauty and variety of colours, 
hx surpassed any of the biped kind that had ever 
before met my inspection. They all appeared very 
came; and, with several other large birds fastened 
in a similar way, were not in the least disturbed 
by the firing, the shouts of the multimde, or the 
trampling of the horses. The ground was all over 
strewed with herbs and flowers,' so regularly dis- 
posed as to resemble, in many places, the most 
delicate Persian carpets. ^ In fine, all the sweets of 
nature seemed collected in oive spot, to honour the 
sacred festival : and a greater assemblage of peo- 
ple of all ranks, ages, and conditions, I never wit^ 
nessed, even in the most populous; city in Europe; 
nor so profound a silence and regularity, except 
when the pious responses were made. 

The governor was dressed in a rich Spanish ' 
habit, tastily ornamented with gold, jewels^ &c. 
He w^s surrounded by a numerous and very 
splendid retinue, as none but the sick are exempt 
from assistance at this ceremony. 

G 
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When the processioa reached the cathedral the 
air was almost rent by the multitude of voices ; 
and we entered the edifice daring a heavy di&» 
xJiarge of artillery from th^ garrison and ships 
in the harbour, also volleys of musqiietry from 
the soldiers in the streets* Here high mass was 
celebrated, and- the sacrament administered ; which 
ceremony, of course, occupied a considerable thae^ 
and when .ended the dijSerent communities re^ 
tired in the same order to their respective coo- 
vents* The principal visitors and caciques are in- 
vited to the governor's, where a plentiful banquet 
is provided for them, composed of every ^delicacy 
the country aflfords. The eatables, &c. with whick 
the streets were adorned are taken down, and 
distributed by the parish priests >^among the in- 
habitants, who entertain all strangers that choose 
to partake of them* At night there k a general 
. rejoicing ; when some very ingenious fire-work^ 
are displayed, and national games exhibited, such 
as hunting or baiting the , wild bull, &c, and va- 
rious ' martial exercises, in which the inhabitants 
of Buenos Ayres particularly excel. 

These customs to an EngKshman may appear 
strange, perhaps riiculous ; but they are abso- 
lutely necessary in all catholic countries, where it 
is the object of the religious to make as many con- 
verts as possible. These public c^r^monies, then^ 
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are positively requisite : — ^you must attack the 
senses, not the judgment, of an ignorant people. . 
The Indiaas, in particular, are powerfully attracted 
by church music : care is therefore taken by the 
clergy here to invite as many as possible to thdir 
splendid festivals, that by witnessing the grandeur 
^d soleitmity of the spectacle they might forili a 
wish tp jbecom^ members of a church which, to all ' 
putward appearance, is so extremely fascinating. 

At our return to the' convent we sat down to a 
yery sumptuous and elegit dinner, composed of 
eyery delicacy of the year. This is a peculiar in* 
dulgesLce granted them by his holiness the pope ; 
otherwise our order profess abstinence and morti*^ 
fication« Buti sincerely believe it is profession 
only } for though the rules of this society are 
neither rigid nor severe, I doubt me they are fre- 
quently enough infringed upon ; in which case, and 
indeed in' most other cases, a penance enjoined is 
quite sufGcient, without spending much time in en^ 
forcing it. 
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LETl^ER XIV. 

Content of St. D(mUnic, June, Ijgj. . 

For a certainty the superior of this 
convent is an excellent, good man j and I must 
confess, in spite of my heretical ideas, leads a truly 
holy and religious life, unbiassed by bigotry, un- 
trammelled with superstition. He is going very 
soon to visit a presidency under the protection of 
St, Dominic, at a place above l^our hundred miles 
beyond Cordovo. I should like much to accompany 
him, but know not how to solicit the favour : for, 

♦ since I must perforce stay in this part of the world, 
I would much rather be a wanderer in and about 
the missions than confined to this dull uninterest- 
ing spot. I am not fond of an inactive life. Man 
was never sent into this world by a beneficent 

' Creator to slumber out his days in sloth and in- 
dolence, amidst a society of licensed drones, who 
live but to eat and enjoy, without the labour of 
earning them, the blessings of nature,^ in a super- 
lative degree. Mistake me not, my friend : I do 
not include in this unqualified censure the ad- 
venturous missionaries who are dispersed over the 
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i^hole of Pgiraguay, ITicse, if I may believe re- 
port, are true disciples of the primitive apostles, 
Who existed only for the benefit of their fellow 
beings : but the lives of the clergy in local so* 
ciedes afford at the best but a questionable picture 
of Christian forbearance^ benevolence, and meek- 
ness. Their power ^ where they have any, is ex- 
ercised with a blind erroneous severity j and their 
persuasion, when employ edj, tends but to enslave, 
not merely the souls, but the. bodies of their con*- 
verts. Nevertheless, a3 they certainly are ma- 
sters of eloquent dissimulation, they are never at a 
lo3S for agents to execute what their policy has 
planned. 

The interior missions serve to provide for a , 
niultitude of young men, who must otherwise at* 
tach themselves to mechanical pursuits. This ,is 
repugnant to the pride of many, who would at 
any hazard prefer being at the head of a pre* 
\sidency, and governing a body of ignorant sa* 
vages, in constant fear and turmoil, to a life of 
dependence, however secure, in more polished so* 
cieties. For this, my friend, who can blama 
them ? The love of liberty is inherent in the mind . 
of man. It is an immortal blessing, which cau« 
wot be too highly valued, nor too . dearly lost 
wonder no longer at the heroic, obstinate rti 
P(^ \}^% Ii^dians ips^le to secure th|s i|P^^^ 
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treasyre ;v nor at their inveterate hatred of thft 
Bpaniatds, who have strove, by the most stubbortl 
unremitting cruelty, to enslave so m^y unoflFend- 
ing thousands, born free as air? and demaiiding ail 
equal right with their merciless invaders to every 
bounty from the ^ hand of nature. They have 
liow flown from the hi^iif'jokc they could neither 
break nor bear ; an4*feW, yety few Indians are at 
present to be seen ih^e SSahish settlements, ex- 
cept the peculiar ^laVes/'Ol the state and indivi- 
duals. They live at a c^^sid^rable distance from 
the towns, and studiously avoid holding any cot* 
responden^6 with their tyrants but duting the 
^time they come to exchange their commodities for 
those of" Europe, which by former communication 
with the Spaniards they have learnt the use of. 
Some of these trading Indians come from an im- 
mense distance — many between^ six and seven 
hundred miles — ^bringing with them the annual 
tribute, and large quantities of the herb para- 
guay J which, J believe, I mentioned in a former 
ietter. It is here in much request, and used alike 
by the Spaniards and the natives, being mixed, i^ 
some sense, as tea is with us, and drank as a 
common beverage ; the want of wine in this pro-j 
vince causing a great consumption of it. I fre- 
quently drink of it, and taste but very little dif- 
ference between that and tea. They are bot|i 
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astringents, but with opposite properties : for ^ 
the latter relaxes and weakens the stpniach^^o th« 
former strengthens, braces, ^a^d .mvigorates tfai 
whole nervous system. I speak of the receiye4 
epinipn as to riie effects of tea ; >f^.piy own'part 
I always found great bienefit frofil the Use of It } 
but my constitution is a' whimsical: due. 

• % 

I HAVE been tixt twice in the town since tb^ 
fcstival,,accompariied by father Jerome, who has 
been very busy for these last five days in pre* 
paring for the departure of the superior ; who, t 
find, is obliged by his office to visit the presidency 
once in three years ever since the expulsion of the 
Jesuits* 

Jn one of our rambles Jerome took me to the 
house of a Spanish merchant, who during the 
peace had considerable dealings with some of our 
Bristol traders. I can now converse tolerably well 
in Spanish; and from this gentleman I learned 
several particulars respecting the war. He is not 
over-rigid in his' natlonsQ principles ; but speaks 
of the English as a ))rave and generous people, 
and very much regrets our being in a state of 
* hostility* He has a large family of children, and 
a very agreeable woman for* his wife ; her name 
donna Louisa. She visited England with him 
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abdut sixteen .years agb j but did not, it seems, 
see the capital. She was at Bath and Bristol, but 
her travels extended no further. She expresses a 
great desire to see more of our island, and says 
she hopes to do ^so whe^ her husband returns to 
Old Spain. He is a native of Barcelona, and 
came here, with many others, to improve his for- 
tune by commerce. They are both very commu- 
nicative, talk freely on all subjects, and are ex- 
tremely fond of pleasure, which indeed every in-* 
dividual her^ s^ems to pursue with as much avidity 
as the North Americans do gain. 

I could not help contrasting the manners of this 
lively Spaniard with those of my old friend Mrs. 

B at New York. There, all is frugality and 

management : here, nothing but gaiety and dissi« 
pation. Nothing here is more degrading to a 
woman of the better sort than attention to the do-i 
mestic concerns of the bouse j pf which, for the 
most part, they are wholly ignorant. ^ The morn- 
ing she employs in religion and visiting her par- 
ticulsir' friends } the middle of the day in sleep) 
afternoon and evening in dress, music, and con- 
versations, for cards are not in fashion here. At 
their grand repasts, which they take at evening, 
it is genteel for every one to eat as much as pos* 
siblc][ and the guests may likewise take away 
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vith them as much as. they please^ without bdag 
esteemed in the kast ill-bred : and I must coni^ 
fess, from the profusion which appears in this 
merchant's house, I begin to think that trade 
must be attendied with very advantageous effects, 
as my friends in the northern hemisphere have 3Q 

often asserted ; and of which, if my factor H 

is fortunate, 1 hope to have proof positive. \ 
have learnt to consider this point more attentively 
since my visit to doji Manuel Robledos than be- 
fore; as a , trifling, or even comfortable, income 
could riot support the style in which even the 
jniddling class of people here live : whether Span 
piards holding places under government, mer- 
chants trading to foreign countries, or Creoles, 
V^ho carry on a traffic with the Indians— ^all ap- 
pear to live as though the only business of their 
lives was pleasure, and this place the emporium 
of the world. Not but J could discover in the 
wretched little hovels inhabited by the mestizes 
only — this is a mongrel race, sprung from the na- 
tive Indians and the meanest of the Spaniards—^ 
a ^ufEcient share of poverty and filthiness. Some 
pf these people have voluntarily put themselves 
under the protection of their conquerors ; others 
^e attached with the lands to the officers of state 
and superior grandees, and pass, like the boors 
in Russia, from one master to another, at the 
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capricd x>r pleasure of the crown, or the go* 
vemor of the province, who exercises here an un- 
limited powcj of life and death over the miserable 
natives, whose situation, in many respects, is far 
worse than that of the African slave in our co- 
lwi«. ' 



»^.-» 



J^rrSM FROM PARAGUAY. , . I>1 



LETTER XV. 

/ 



Qowoent of St, Dominic, June, 1 y57t * 

Few people ard more disposed to 
make the thbst of life than myself. Is it possible^ 
therefore, that I could long endure >^ith patience 
the dull roirtfeie 'bf a monastic life ? I was tired 
of it in less than a fortnight j and my thoughts, 
which neither state policy nor stone walls can re-, 
strain, are eternally roving over these i^^lected 
provinces, picturing to myself what vast improve- 
ments I could make in the various presidencies, 
the concerns of which form the principal topic of 
Conversation in this convent. I cannot help re- 
gretting that such immense tracts of fertile land 
between La Plata and Brazil should He in a state 
of uncultivated nature, without contributing in 
the least to the comfort of any individual. Cer- 
tain I am that great and unmanly tyranny must 
have been exercised by the Spaniards over the na- 
tives, to cause such an universal indolence and 
imbecility j nor, if I may judge from appearances, 
is this tyranny in the least abated^ 

Xast Friday I went again to don Manuel Rob- 
ledos\ After dinner we >yaik€d in his gardens. 
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t^hich are very spacious and beautiful, reaching 
down to the water's edge. Next adjoining to 
these were the ple?isure-grounds of the lieutenant* 
governor, in which I saw three. Indians at work, 
apparently sinking under the fatigue of a task to 
which their strength was inadequate ; while a Span* 
ish superintendant, who watched all their motions, 
punished the slightest remi^sioij. of labour with th^ 
pio$t inhupian stripes. ■> ^ { 

I enquired of don Manuel if thf$ ws^s their 
usual cu3ton|f If e answered, yes ; and when I 
expressed my surprise and abhorrence, by obr 
serving, that even the negroes on the British plantf^ 
ations passed a life far, very far, less wretched j 
l\p cooljy replied, *^ Very tf ue, sir : and so do my 
domestic slaves^ who am but. a merchant. But 
vhat is the reason ? The African we are obliged 
$0 purchase; and if through ill usage he die?, there 
is so much money lost. No>y the native Indian is 
^he property of the state ; and no one suffers by 
his loss but his majesty, who h^s \t in hj? power tq 
replace it iminediately, without feeling the least 
inconvenience." Bs^d policy, thought I j but, from 
prudential motives, sa^d t^o more upon the sub- 
ject till our return to the house, when by re- 
peated questions I gained such information fron\ 
the communicative Manuel of the Spaniards* in- 
humanity tow^ards their unfortunate captives a^ 
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made my blood run coldly through my vein^^ 
and my heaft revolt from the idea of owning 
such tyrannic beings for my fellow-creatures. 

When the Spaniards first landed on this injured 
country the innocent inhabitants received them as 
gods from a distant region. Then was the time 
for them to have established their reign on the im* 
mortal basis of justice and of mercy, and to have 
secured st certain empire over the minds as well 
as bodies of their new subjects. Lenity and kind* 
ness, it has ever been allowed, are hx more 
efficacious in gaining the affections and govern* 
ing the passions of an untutored savage than 
rigor and severity unjustly adopted, injudiciously 
applied^ 

In strong uncultivated minds there is no me* 
dium affection between ardent love and the most 
deadly hate. Actuated by the former, he will 
share with you every thing he possesses j follow ' 
you, serve you, die for you : but once excite the 
latter, and never, never to the end of tiirfe can it 
be eradicated from his breast, but descends from 
father' to son to the latest generation, and strength- 
ens instead of decaying. Would it not have been ' 
wiser as well as more politic in the Spaniards to 
have wrapped in downy folds the galling chain ' 
of slavery, and learnt to consider these unhappy 
victims, not as mere beasts of burden^ formed 
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but to labout and to perish, but as mpn^ bearing 
like themselves the stamp and image of a bene* 
ficent Creator ; bom with an equal right to all bis 
bounties^ and whose ancestors enjoyed unmole^ed 
for ages the ground now wet with the tears of theit 
oppressed and injured of&pring ; and from which 
their inhuman tyrants derive the whole of that im* 
n>ense wealth, which has long been their only sup* 
port and pride ? 

There have, it is true, been many humane and 
salut^y regulations mad^ and edicts issued at the 
court of Spain for the protection and relief of the 
biassed Indians : but of what service are theyn 
when so shamefuUy neglected, or so scandalously 
abused when put in execution ? The power which 
alone can remedy the evil is at too great a 
distance to perceive the extent of it j and here, in 
the actual scene of action, every one who has the 
smallest share in the concerns of government is 
too much occupied by his own particular interest 
tp attend to any measure that might, if adopted, 
deprive him for a time of the smallest advantage 
he derives from the post conferred uppn him, 
however such a step might tend to alleviate the 
sufferings of a wretched people, oppressed and in- 
jured beyond the pow^ of resistance, or even of 
complaint. 

,. The only object here of those in power is to 
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0iake an immense. aud rapid fortune; at whose 
expence, and by what means, they c^re not* Every 
officer that is $ent from the mother country hither 
finds an allotted number of natives attached to 
the situation provided for him: those he faaa 
liberty to employ how, when, and where ic best 
pleases him, and as fast as they perish he demands 
a new supply; of whom there are yearly sent 
many thousands from the inland presidaicies to 
the Spanish towns, there to be employed in the 
niines, state buildings, or the service of individuals, 
as government thinks most fkting. 

.Sjach a wanton impolitic sacrifice of lives, joined 
to the dreadful ravages made by that fatal disease 
the small-pox, which is peculiarly destructive 
among the Indians, must naturally tend[ to di- 
minish their numbers, if not, at length, to their 
total extermination. Symptoms of this, have been 
^ already felt, and schemes are daily projecting to 
ward off the approaching evil. This is useless* 
It is too late now to be prudent ; and Spain at 
large must be content to suffer for the turpitude of 
those in whom the interests of this southern world 
were vested. 

Great numbers of negroes are yearly imported 
for domestic servitude, but notwithstanding this 
the loss of the Indians begins to be sensibly felt ; 
and was it not for the consciousness the cou^t of 
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Madrid cannot but feel of the state of imbecilkjr 
to which so many years of luxurious indolence 
have reduced its military power in this country, I 
should enteftain the most serious apprehensions 
for the liberty of those tribes who in the interior 
4Df the provinces have yet preservted their inde- 
pendence uninjured, unsubdued^ Some of them, 
it is true^ pay an annual tribute td the Spaniards 
for. liberty to trade to tlieir settlements ; but there 
axe others still more remote, who heroically pet* 
^ist in holding not the smallest intercourse what- 
ever with jhe invaders and enslavers of their na-^ 
tive land : and this implacable hereditary hatred 
is augmented rather than* diminished by the ag- 
gravating reports of those Indians who, unable to 
bear the severity with which diey are treated, con* 
trive me^Jis of escape from their servitude in the 
Spanish towns ; and fly for protection to their 
happier brethren; who, by a long and firm re-, 
sistarice, have rendere4 themselves extremely for- 
midable to their European task-makers, whom they 
now keep in a constant state of alarm. The arms 
which once awed thera into jsilence time has ren- 
dered too familiar to be feared ; and the Spanish 
rulers perceive too late the fatal error of their pre- 
decessors, who barbarously rent asunder the bonds 
of faith and friendship with the natives, trusting 
only to a despotic tyranny, which in progress of 
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time must inevitably work its own destruction. 
Such ever be the effects of unfeeling avarice and 
thirst of power !" Had the kings of Spkin wheu 
first this country became theirs^ by right of con- 
quest — ^fbr by no other can they cWm it*— duly ap- 
preciated the blesrfngj ^and, mindful of ^t future 
interests of both nations," adopted such measures 
Ottly as were most likely to ptoduce not only last- 
ing but increasing benfefit^, alike to tbeir succiessors 
itftd their subjects, how widely dSQferent would 
hafe been the condvict of the mercenary invaders! 

Omnipotence never created^ out hiiihan beirig to 
exercise tyranny over another. We come alike 
free into the world from the hand's of the great 
Creator, and nothing but our vices should make 
us subservient^ to the rod of power, tf we cJbey 
a superior, it should be from prihcipk only, and 
not frotti- compulsory motives.* .A generous soul 
disdains such forced obedience \ nor can the man 
w6a boasts the cpnmion feelings of humanity ex- 
aa it. If a mail serves me voluntarily^ I am 
-*ervfed w^ell ; but if i <:ompel him- to obey nie, the 
service is not well performed— it is but half done, 
with grudging arid ill-will. Were I a prince, I 
would sooner command an army of ten thousand 
volunteers, than boast the services of as maiiy mil- 
lions compelled into action. 

It is the unhappy natives drawn from the pre- 

H 
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»deacies that have erected all the puUic buildings^) 
and like th^ thousands whom Peter the Oreaf 
tore from their native village^ and condemned to 
work and perish in the bogs of St. Petersburgh^ 
so these have laboured, and become unpided vie* 
tims^ uadeor the directions of the Spaniards. - 

My friend, I am sick at heart when I con^4!3!' 
the depravity of these pretended christians, and 
the injustke of Heaven in bestowing on such 
wretches the power of -oppressing so many thou- 
sand inoffensive beings. But let not finite wis- 
dom measure infinite. ^^ The ways of , Heaven 
are dark smd imricat^, puzzled in mazes^ ami per- 
plexed with errors; our tmderstanding reaches 
ihem In vain." 

I may be wrong in estimatiiig the guilt or inno*- 
<rence of the ttnhappy Indis^s. In ages lotig since 
past, crimed may have been comnqtitted which now 
at this far distant period have drawn down the 
vengeance of an offended Deity ; and the inhu- 
man Spaniards rule not but as the ministers of re^. 
tributive justice. It is a dark subject : I hibd bet- 
ter leave it.^ Time will unravel &iU. : 

Adieu 1 Toufsw 
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LETTER XVI. 

Convent of St Dominie, lutjf, Ijtff* 

Why, my friend, did the primitive 
fathers institute religious societies ? Is it consistent 
with the precepts of Christ to shut up so large a 
portion of. the human species iii habitations secluded 
from the world ? Do not maiiy of those men^ think 
you,; possess talents that might enable them to be 
very usefi^i and ornamental members of society, 
instead of passing away their lives in a kind of 
slumbering existence like the little animal <:alled a 
ek)th ? The monastic life, of all others, appears to 
^ me the least congenial to the mind of man :— no 
emulation, no fire, no wish to perpetuate their 
names to posterity, for that is denied them, and 
nothing substituted in its stead but a repetition of 
prayers and exercises in which the heart joins iiot^ 
and praises txjf their God for blessings they know 
not^ or knowing, never can enjoy. No man, unless 
ht has truly cried the world and grown weary of 
it from misfortune • and neglect, should be per- 
mitted to enter a religious house and waste away 
liis life in a state of indolent forgetfulness. Is it 
Mturai to suppose tliat any man should forego the 
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chief end for which he was created, and seek for 
happiness in a society from which the female world 
is utterly excluded ? Were a devotee who had not 
experienced such z, way of life ta tell me that he 
knew he should be perfectly happy in it, I would 
first boldly assfert the contrary, and then quietly 
demonstrate to him the absurdity of such a notion. 
Man was formed to mix in and enjoy the blessings 
of active society, and not to bury the talents with 
which Heaven has gifted him in the solitude and 
gloom of a cloister. I am led into these reflections 
by a discourse I have had this morning with one 
of the fathers who came into the garden, whither I 
had gone to assist brother Jerome in placing some 
choice plants round the margin of the reservoir j 
the situation in which they thrive best, owing to 
their natural propensity to stagnant water. His 
discourse turned ajt first on the beauty and variety 
pf the flowers ; he then passed to observations on 
England, and the happiness he supposed I now 
enjoyed in being so far distant from a nation of 
heretics, with whom I could never hope to obtain 
eternal salvation. For a moment I could not reply 
to his observations : father Jerome looked at me, 
and gave me to understand by his manner that it • 
was necessary I should seem pleased with my situa- 
tion. I took the hint, and recovering myself said, 
I certainly did consider myself as under the highest 



^ 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 10 i. 

obligations to. the community, and should feel 
happy, in the extreme if permitted to remain among 
them till our adverse nations should again be 
friends. ' , 

* Then you would leave our society/ said he with 
some degree of quickness, ' and return to those 
infidels were we at peace ?* * That, your reverence,* 
replied I, ' will depend on circumstances : since ic 
Aas pleased Providence to conduct me to these 
distant regions, I would willingly see as much of 
them as I possibly can before I decide in what 
part of the world to fix my resting-place. I 
have heard much of this wonderful couiltry, and 
doubt not but I shoul.d admire it as much, if not 
more than any traveller that has preceded me, 
could I but be permitted to visit some of the distant 
provinces ; — ^not that I should ever expect to find 
a spot more suited to my inclinations than Buexlcs 
Ayres/ 

* True, true,* the father said ; he had heard from 
brother Jerome that I had been for some years 
past a traveller from choice, not necessity. But 
was I not tired of roving about ? Should I not be 
more at my ease, and more comfortable, if fixed to 
one spot, than to be daily exposing myself to dis- 
ease and hardships, for such all must expect who 
led a wandering and unsettled life ? My motive 
for rambling, I assured him, arose from curiosity 
alone i I found roving from place to place without 
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any settled plan had been essential to my hapjnness, 
by bringing fresh objects continually to my view ; 
and by such means diverting thought from that 
which, if left to itself, would sooner or later 
destroy the whole system of reason. 

* It is enough, my son/ said the father, * I will 

not now ask thee what thy troubles have been ; for 

if such as thy discourse alludes to, and I conceive it 

right, at some future time perhaps thou wilt be 

able to talk more freely on the subject.* As he 

said this he suddenly changed the Subject, and 

took up a flower, and discoursed on its formation 

with a precision and correctness I little expected to 

meet with in a friar of Paraguay. We spent nearly 

two hours in conversing on various subjects ; but 

he never once hinted any thing relative to the wSir 

or my detention. Father Jerome was all the while 

employed near us, and seemed to feel a pleasure 

in hearing his superior talk so long and so familiarly 

with me* When the latter had left us, two more 

of the fraternity came up and entered into con« 

versation j but their discourse was confined to the 

pleasure they enjoyed in that holy society, and how 

happy they were in the continualexercise of devotion, 

I assented to what they said without appearing to 

doubt the truth of it ; but I could not help smiling 

to myself at the mistaken zeal of the reverend 

labourers* They had never any of them, excepting 

Jerome) conversed with me so long beforcj six^ce 
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little more than the customary salutations of the 
meaning, and at the hours of prayer, had passed 
Jbetween us : for though they all, as I have said 
before, regarded me as a very good catholic, yet 
being an Englishman was sufficient reason for 
their keeping me at a kind of civil distance. I 
was therefore somewhat surprised at this sudden 
alteration in their behaviour : but the mystery was 
soon unravelled on my return /to the house. One 
of the lay brothers who has charge of the expen- 
ditures of the convent, and is in fact the treasurer^ 
came to inform me that the letter of credit left by 
captain H ■ had been duly honoured, and that, 
after paying the fathers for every expence they had 
been at both before and since my removal hither, 
he had a^ surplus in his hands of seven hundred 
and thirty piastres. He then presented the account 
of what had been done for me ; and a letter from 
our friend B at New York, directed to be 

jdeliver^d to me if living, and if not, to be returned 
by the next American vessel that should touch at 
Buenos Ayres. This epistle was truly laconic, 
but very significant and friendly; perfectly con- 
sonant to the character of the writer, a truly honest 
man, who it was evident had my interest very 
much at lieart. On examining the brother's ac» 
count, I found I had no reason to be in any shape 
(iisplesised at the charges ; on the contrary, I was 
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persuaded I Kad not been charged enpiigh. I there- 
fore immediately requested him to accept three 
hundred piastres fbr the use of the convent, 2^nd 
twenty for himself : observing, • at the same time, 
that I still considered myself as under the highest 
obligations to every one in the community, and 
should take every opportunity whije I remained 
there of testifying niy gratitude^ The pious pur- 
veyor went from me in high glee : I had made 
him perfectly happy. Soon after I met brother 
Jerome repairing again to his usual avocation, 
gardening, in which he is from inclination a very 
great \ proficient. I accompahied him as^ usual 
thither, and by the smile on his countenance was 
certain he had something pleasant to impart. He 
is' a good soul, and fond of anecdote. When we 
had reached the end of an avenue which com- 
mands a view of the country to the south, he says, 
f" Look at that pavilion yonder, and try what you 
can see.' I did as he bade me : it was a little low 
building belonging to the grove at St. Theresa, 
which is a sort of pub^c walk where the inha- 
bitants of Buenos Ayres go during the processions ; 
which are as frequeint in this place as in all catholic 
countries in Europe, and even more so. This 
grove reaches almost the whole length of the town, 
and nearly encircles the principal buildings. It is 
a very pleasant place, and much frequented, except 
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vihen the pampero blows ; and then it is impossible 
to remain in it on account of the vast quantities of 
sand which ithe wind in its violence hurls over the 
passenger. I looked very earnestly towards tl^Q 
spot, but could not distinguish any particular, 
object for near a minute ; when at last I saw two 
religious, as I supposed them to be, cpme out ojF 
the alcove. ^ Do you not see them now ?* cried he* 
* Yes/ said I, * I see them as you say ; but what, my 
friend, is there new in a scapulary. and coWl ?' * A 
great deal,' returned he; ^ sometimes more than you 
are aware of. The one you see taller and more 
lusty is not what he seems to be ; he is a country- 
man of yours, and no monk : the other is a lady, 
daughter of a privileged Jew immensely rich in 
this town. She haa contrived to effect her escape 
from a convent at the back of the fort, and they 
are now waiting for a friend of mine to take them 
safe to St. Gabriel, from whence they .will 5ail in a 
few days for England in an American vessel now 
in the harbour. It was this business which de* 
tained me so long while you were at don Manuel's* 
I love your nation, and would do any thing to 
serve them: — you see I would.' ' But are they not/ 
said I, *in a perilous situation ; — do they not run a 
risk of discovery ?' * Not in the dress of that order,' 
he replied. ' ^ Do you not observe it is that of the 
barefooted Carmelites ? th^y are privileged to beg. 
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and iifi the grove are occasionally stationed for that 
purpose. Many will turn their heads away when 
they see a religious of that order coming towards 
them. See, the lady accosts at this moment the S6r 
cretary of the major-general : he turns his head and 
walks on : — there, now they pass down the walk 
and address two ladies ; they give something. My 
pupil seems to be perfect at her lesson : the women 
are, in general, more charitable than the men.' 

When the counterfeit monks had received the 
4onation they returned towards the pavilion, and 
as they were about to enter it^ two seamen came 
op and accosted them. They turned immediately » 
and followed the sailors towards the shore : brother 
Jerome stood fixed to the spot, pursuing with his 
eyes the objects of his care. A few minutes 
brought them to the water's edge, where a boat 
^s in waitings into which they got and wer^ 
rowed oflF pretty briskly. A few people were on 
the ramparts of the fort directly over them, but 
no one seemed to notice the transaction. The 
^ther stood intently gazing until they had doubled 
a kind of cape, round which boats of every kind 
are obliged to pass before they can gain the Platat 
When the fugitives had cleared this point,he turned, 
and thanked God they were now in safety ; 
* for,* says he, * I am sure they will not now meet 
Vith apy interruption ; all the inhabit^ts wiU b^ 
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snug at their siesta when the boat reaches Su. 
Gabriel^ and then they may laugh securely ^t old 
don Jacob, who, by the bye, is a sort of equivocal 
character, and a very great miser. He has two 
other daughters at the same convent, but they ^re ^ 

younger and not so pretty, so they will do w^vf 
well for the purposes of a holy life ; for, betwe^ 
you and me, there is not much devotion in any of 
our women, unless it be th^ old devotees, and evei^ 
they are not so strict as those in Europe, where 
women, after they have passed the age of admirai 
tion^ are seldom any thing better tha^ religious 
dragons, for >so I remember them when a boy ii^ 
France. I had an aunt that was one, and I most 
cordially hated her for the ill-natured vigilance she 
exercised over my orphan sister, who was three 

years older than^ myself, and very pretty. -But 

hush, here is father Hernandez coming, I will 
tell you more when we are alone to-morrow."^* 
The father approached : he had a ' book in hit 
hand on which he seemed very intent, but on 
seeing me he closed it, and began anvacknow-* 
ledgment for my liberality, as he termed it, to 
the convent. But I instantly assured him, that 
so far from any thing I had done meriting their 
thanks, I wa«, and ever must remain, indebted to 
them on the score of gratitude far more than I 
fould express. We then changed the subject to the 



108 



LETIERS FROM PARAGUAY. 



projected improvement in the harbour of Buenos 
Ayres, which has been long planned ; but he frankly 
confessed he did not think ever would be accom- 
plished, it being a work of very considerable labour 
and expence. For such is the indolence and care- 
lessness of the Spanish government in this part of 
the world, which Seems active only in the exercise 
of tyranny and the gratification of avarice, as to 
be totally neglectful of the real interest of the 
mother-country. The vesper bell broke up this 
interesting conversation: and /when our evening 
devotions were over I hastened to commit to paper 
the occurrences of the day. Adieu ! 
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r AM lioWi my dear friend, allowed 
the privilege of dressing » in the Spanish habif, 
and paying visits, not only to don Manuers, but to 
three or four other families to ^hom * he has in- 
troduced me. Among the grandest, is a gAitl^- 
man nearly related to the major-general. He is 
an officer of considerable merit, and was one 
of those preserved by British humanity at x\\t 
siege of Gibraltar ; where he was wounded in 
the side by a splinter which broke three of his 
ribs and his right arm just above the elbow, aitd 
likewise very considerably injured his face ; , btifc 
he recovered, and, at the peace, was sent hither 
to take the command of a regiment, and make hi^ 
fortune. i 

He lives in great splendour, and twice invited 
me to bis house within these last ten days ; each 
time there was a concert and a ball, &r they are 
as fond of dancing here as in any part of Europe. 
Their treats are extravagantly sumptuous, and 
their politeness to strangers exceeds ai\y thing I 
ever met with. The ladies, in particular, vie with 
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each other in obligmg their guests. It is not it 
Buenos Ayres as in Old Spain, where none are 
admitted to an assembly but those of equal rank : 
here, merchants and thdr families are invited to 
the governor's public entertainments ; and though 
the inhabitants are not so numerous as might be 
expected in a town so situated at Buenos Ayr6s, 
^viiich is in &ct the staple for all the produce of 
the distant provinces, yet there was at the last 
\)sl\ given in honour of the governor's birth-day 
a very numerous and brilliant assembly. The dons 
w^re dressed in the usual Spanish taste, but with 
a greater variety of colours, and the ladies' dresaea 
differed very widely from those in Old Spain ; 
their petticoats were of taffeta, ornamented at the 
bottom with gold lace^ or fringe^ richly tasseled. 
"jThe slippers of some wet 6 composed entirely of 
gold embroidery, and their stockings interwoven 

with the same metal in so fanciful a manner as to 

* . - 

display the shape of the leg to the most luicurianc 
advantage; and those that had pretty ones, by 
the shortness of their petticoat^, seemed by no 
means di^osed to conceal, their beauties from 
their admiring partners. A kind of jacket made 
of velvet fitted tight to the shape, and laced or 
buttoned in front, with long points hanging down 
quite round the petticoat, and trimmed at the 
ends with pearl tassels. On the shoulders of 
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thi$ jacket was fastened a cloak tnadc of gauite# 
(OF eome such Ugfat niaterial» whid^ liMOg as a 
loose train on the ground, and wat occasionallf 
fiistened to tbe fide by a clasp: of^ jewels. The 
general jiead«<lres8 was,either a handkerchief of gold 
gause^ braided ilk with diamonds, m else chains of 
!gM ^ind pearls twisted ii^ and out: with their shiaii^ 
black hair, which all the ladies have in great pro« 
fiilion ; and their bosoma were covered with soli- 
taires, composed of ev^ry different Jdnd of jewels, 
Jiearls, and gold, but no feathers or flowers^ 
< I danced a saraband with donna |osefina The- 
resia Iborioia^ ^ young lady ^f great beauty and 
accom^shments } she is a visitor with her £itfaer 
and mother at the commandant's. They are re« 
Htknts at Gordovo, where Jose&na w^ borm 

Ik)nna Louisa equalled in splendour the ncb- 
cst lady present. She is the most lively and en- 
tertaining female I ever conversed with ; and is,^ 
with her hilsband don Manuel, admired by all 
thdr acquaintance. 

The paltry distinctions x>f rank are here had 
aside: and from the freedom of iconversadon I 
am inclined to- think that French liberty and 
equality have stolen into New Spain. If so, and 
the ccmtagion should Spread, 1 believe some very 
material alterations will take place before long* 
The religious form a very considerable portion of 
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all public assemblies ; >and, if I am to judge front 
the numbers I'every-where meet in- the streets 
and at the houses where I visit, I should be apt 
to conclude' that two-thirds of the male Europeans 
Itvere ecclesiastics ^ for you encountemhem ill 

^ery direction, , unless at the hours of iprayen 

pChey mix promiscuously in alt societies, and 

-appear to be the confidants of every one. A 
priest, young or old, may enter a house at ^hak 

itime he. pleases j go into whatever apartment he 
sees fit, and stay as long as he thinks proper ; and 
nb^ questions af e -asked. They pass and repass 

:.perfectly at theirVea^e: and to those imaginary 
idevout men,. the fathers, husbands^: and Jbrothers, 

-are as complaisant as an obsequious French petiu 
mattre; audi i£ I may venture to conjecture, these 
holy gentry havi not much reason to regret * the 
state of celibacy: to which their, religion con- 

. demns them. The ladies are certainly not what wse 
may c^U haildsome, but there is a sort of playful 
voluptuousness about them that cannot . fail: to 
please even one more nice than myself. I speak 

. of the superior class only ; for below it there 
ate not, as with us, any females deserving atten- 
tion. They appear indolent and filthy in the 
extreme; and of a breed so heterogeneous, as 
would puzzle even aLavater satisfactorily to define 
their race. V 
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1 would fain give y6a a descripdon of Buehoi 
Ayres ; but, upon my honour, besidei the people^ 
there is tiothing in it worth describing : it is really 
surprising that a city 1^^ this. Which is the capital 
6f such a vast extent of country ^ and the see of a 
bishop, should have so little in it worthy the at* 
tention of a traveller. 

Its site, indeed^ is considerable enoifgh, if it 
were, but better occupied. The suburbs, which 
are principally inhabited by mestizes and negroes^ 
^ are, iii appearance, somewhat similar to that part 
of London which lies about Shoreditch and Whiter 
chapel — I mean the lowest part of it — but a' 
hundred times more miserable and filthy. The 
middle df the city is better ^ and some of the prim* 
cipal streets have a show of opulence and taste 
that is vety agreeable ; most of the houses chat 
iiave been built within these last fifty years are 
of stone, but none of them exceed two stories 
in height^ the greater number are but one^ The 
4d/le del Santa Trimdada, or street of the Holy 
Trinity, and the cdlle del San Eehito^ or street 
of St* Benedict, are by far the handsomest of 
the whole. The former ^ which faces the great k 
door of the cathedral, and runs almost the whote 
length of the town, is very regularly built, and 
occupied only by the better sort of the inhabitants. 
Almost every house has a garden both before and 
behind } and all those that can afford it have 
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balconies, -with sun-sfasides and tatdce^vdrk^. 
adorned with the most beautiful shrubs tuid 
flbwors that the earth prodvces. Here the family 
kit best pari of the diay, ahd ii^ht too vhen^ they 
are not visiting, and: take i thdr co&e or ^ chocxA 
late, and play on their, guitar and mandoiinies i 
most of the ladies have fine voices, so that tfad 
liian who strolk abdut the -tovhfi in the evening 
may enjoy the pleasure of a concert gratis as he. 
passes aiohgi; ^ 

The cathedral, which is built in a kind of Gre^ 
cian architecture, is a noble building, and deserves 
a bettier metropolis t it has a cupola of very tt* 
ccllent workmanship; and a pprtico to the' western 
door the design and ezecudon of which would 
do honour to the most celebrated artist; it fe* 
sembles very sirongly that of our St. Martin 's*in<^ 
the-fields^ which is ao universally admired. The 
cathedral was, I understand, the work of the Je^ 
mnt^ before their expulsion* The interior of this 
edifice is, if any thing, too richly ornamented 
with carviijg and gilding, which gives it rather a 
taiidry appearance ; but the inside of the dome i» 
, painted in a very tolerable manner, in compart^i 
mentt, representing the acts of the apostles — 3. sub- 
ject very appropriate to the conversion of the In- 
dians. The choir 13 likewise adorned with paint- 
ings from the same subject ; and there was a very 
ine altarpiecey but it is now taken down to make 



tooDi for a motie vedtable one, setit from Old 
Spaixki, but whkh \^ not yet teady to l>^ put upr. 
^* Ttk bishop, ^verfior, and majof-general, haVe 
each a separate 'fttall^ very superbly decorated 
with purple 'velTef>' embroidered and fringed with 
gold: over that of the governor are the Idng'^ 
mrms in gold «nd coloured velvety very iljfgc!^ 
nidusiy cbntrivedi But the tuiMom here bf cover- 
ing i»lmost the whole inside of the diuithes ^th 
flowers &nd branches— which hang frQm ont saint's 
day to itfibther^ when the dead ones are takeb 
down and fresh put up— though in itself it S^ 
pretty enough, yetefttirtely destroys the beauty of 
the architecture^ while the effect of the fiowerii 
themselves is lost in the glare of tfefe gilding. It 
IS well gold is so jdenty oh this continent, or these 
tetravagant ornament without taste or judgment^ 
for amri de Dm^ t«t)Uid tome very expensive. 
• The tchutth ;ctf fet*^ Francis aiid that of the 
iconvent of Mercy Hl^iBketvise very beautiful build* 
$ngs^ with eupola& and high steeples, much in 
the same style ias the cathedral, and just as pro^ 
fusely decoratedy but without any paintings ek« 
tept the altafpiece^ ' The church and convent of 
Bt« Francis stand In the istreet of that name^ which 
rtiiis obliquely from the water to the grand square 
in the middle of the city, where the soldiers are 
dometimei^ exercised as on a parade : on one side 
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of this square stands the town-hall, a very large , 
and handsome building, erected on a plan of the 
Jesuits', who certainly may be called the fathers of 
architecture in this part of the world. 
. There are a great many othet conyents and 
nunneries dispersed over the city ; some of them 
very large, and of a noble appearance, but all very 
.well inhabited ; for nuns here ate as plentiful as 
monks, though they have Aot the same liberty of 
going into public. All these edifices, with the 
rbouses of the governor and major-general — both 
very commodious — ^the receiver-gei\eral*s ofEce, 
and a public hospital, are built of stone, beauti- 
fully v/hite, which is found in a small plain in the 
vicinity of the town. The barracks fon the soU 
diets are of brick, as are some few of the houses, 
and have but a mean appearance when contrasted 
with the whiteness of the public* buildings, the 
fairness of which is preserved in a great measure by 
the frequent visits of the patnpero, which wind is an 
excellent bleacher. The fort, .which commands 
the island of St. Gabriel, over-against Buenos 
Ayres, is large, strong, and provided with a great 
many apparently very good brass cannon ; but it 
is awkwardly situated, and, with a little manoeu* 
vring, if there was but a sufficient depth of water, 
an enemy's ships might very easily annoy the best 
part of the town without being much incommoded 
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by the fire from the f^rt. But they have little 
danger tp apprehend from aa attack by water, the 
Plata is too well provided with natural barriers, ia. 
her sands 2nd shoals, to admif of a marine inva* 
sion ; unless, indeed, the French were to come 
here with the fiat-bottomed boats they have been 
these three hundred years preparing for a descent 
upon England, aod then I fear neither the fort, 
the governor, nor his half-clothed ragged regi- 
ments of long-haired Indians, and whiskered 
Spaniards-— who are without exception the dirtiest 
slovenliest set of soldiers I ever set my eyes upon 
-r>would oe able to accomplish much in defence 
ojF the town : taken altogether, in some points of 
v;ew;, it affords an agreeable prospect enough, from 
the gardens ^d trees with which it abounds, con'» 
tr^ted with the whitenejss of the houses, which, 
in thieir .colour, height, and form, greatly resemble 
.tho$§ in th^ British colonies in North America* • 
Qut the effect of every thing \n this place is, in a 
great n^easure, d^^troyed by the extreme dirtiness 
of the inhiibitants ; who, frpm their natural in^ 
dplence, and la^y habits, are beastly to an excess 
ix^ every particulart Heavens! what ^ contrast 
dp I npt frequently dr?iw between the everlasting 
cleanliness of. the North American, and. the su^ 
perabundant filthiness of the South ! The former^ 
fyery Friday and Saturday, makes y? hop, skift 
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aiid jump, like an opera dancer, lib escape the trans^ 
parent sprinkling of a notable mop-twirler, or ta 
screen your clothes and eyes fropi the unfriendly 
benedictions of the general whitewashing, which 
annually, and in a sipaller degree weekly, takes 
place in most of the capital towns. And this some 
df the shrubs I sent you from Philadelphia can 
tisstify, for three of them were^ by one of these 
daughters of cleanliness, plentifully baptised with 
her olympian dew, which cost me two days' labour 
tD wask off from the leaves only, but from the 
bark it yfzs impossible to remove it. I remember 
it was done w^le I >^as gone t<^ seek the captain 
of the vessel that was to convey them to England, * 
When I returned, and saw whstt had been done,^ 
Jlbrgot I was in Pensylvania, and began to anathe-*. 
mitise most devoutly. Mrs. ..; ran out to 
enquire what was- the matter, with her grey stuff 
gown and whitewashing cap most delicately dap« 
pled. I told piy grievance, and demanded redress. 
^Lord blc^ me,' said she, *rs that all! why 
Would you have had us leave that side of the 
room undone ?* * Undone, madam !* I exclaimed 
in all the rage of injured genius j * yes, I would 
h^ve had the whole house, nay the ^hble cityj^ 
left unwhitewa^hed, i^ther than the shrubs should^ 
have been sprinkled* in this diabolical mantier.' 
•w I dq not doub,t you in the least,' said she j * \ 
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]^v€F knew aa Engjisbman yet that Was fond of 
^leaoUnefis*? ^Zounds; madam!* cried I, 'cax^ 
this be deemed ckanlin^sss which deranges the 
vbol^ economy of the house, tunCis topsy tur^jt 
(bingft that never shopid be ^u-red, and sets at de«r 
fiance «very rul4 of peace^. order » and regularity^ 
beskte^ destroying every article that comes within 
its resfch ?* * Pretty talking, truly !* retorted the 
Ijady .: ' Pray how are the boles and corners to be 
cleaned, if every thing is not removed into the 
middle of the room? Why, good God! you 
English are as dirty as the Esquimaux!^ This aU 
^iqn silenced me immediately : it vrzt a climax, 
there was no withstanding it. I therefore .quietly 
ordered a pail of v^ter to be brought me, and bt« 
gsdi sau»ng my popr plants as plentifully as th^s good 
lady $4 her house; which operation I vas left in 
perfect: security to perform, since nothing can be 
more acceptable to a North American fdmale than 
slopping the pavement with water, provided the 
i^alls are not i^Iasbed in the execucioin. 

Now were I to represent this mode of cleaning 
to the ladies of Buenos -Ayries, I doubt whether I 
sbbuld not be sent to a place of confinement as a 
l\matic Scrubbing and scouring are not in the 
South American dictionary, and I really think 
were never even heard of. The rooms of the 
wealthy are swept with a kind of broom^l made 
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from a peculiar sort of grass or flax wfaidi growg' 
}n the swamps where the wild sugar cane is found* 
This ts collected into a large tuft, not unlike a 
inop, and with this the slaves sweep, or rather 
!iv2pe, the ifooms, which in summer are covq|^ 
with a beautiful matting wove by the Indians, 
and in winter with an European carpets White^ 
:washing, scrubbing, and sousing, would be far 
' mbre grateful here than in more northern climes^ 
' yet they are lieyer even thought of. The whole 
life of a woman abqve the common class is one 
continued sceD(^ of indolent monotony ; and she 
yould think herself degrade to the lowest state 
of seryitude were she, for a moment, to consider 
by what means any part pf the hou^ might be 
made more commodiously clean than the otheTf 
The domestics follow the example of their su« 
periors as sedulously here as Jn Europe; and 
pone of them will do an item of work more than 
their allotted portion, let what will be the conse- 
quence: nothing seexps more irksome to them 
tdian to be compelled to execute any thing out of 
the commoQ way. As no master is served here from 
principle or affection, coercive measures are the only 
springs which set their machines in motion ;-— for, 
literally speaking, they are nothing but machines^ 
apd that as if formed by some bungling mechanic ; 
for surety there never was such a lazy, dirty, stink- 
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ing set of mortals ever collected tpgetheir in sby 
Other civiUsjcd pty. 

Godliness is h^e in v^st prpfusion— *I mean in 
putward show ; but how it exists without its conr 
fcomitant ckanliness I am, really, at a loss to cdn- 
jecture. I believe I must leave this Jgiptty poin^ 
to the detqininsition of some more able casuist 
than 

Ypur ttpcdre fiaeniL 
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The more I GQOtemplate the filub 
and laziness of these people, the more I regret that 
the miserly Henry» % hen applied to by Columbus, 
was not inspired by the demon of avarice, if na 
more laudable motive could have actuated him, to 
have fitted out the noble adventurer, and by that 

I 

means to have secured this country, this rich 
delightful country, to the crown, of Britain. The 
Spaniards possess blessings they never did, nor 
ever will, know how to appreciate j for, slaves to 
gold, they neglect every other advantage. Had the 
English possessed this southern world, thousands 
and tens of thousands, nay millions, would have 
blest the hour when they became their conquerors. 
The Jesuits, though now abolished, have shewn, 
in the immense superstructure they have raised in 
the interior of this and the adjoining provinces, 
what wise legislators they could make if gifted 
with the rod of power, by the several large com- 
monwealths (if I may use the word) which they 
have established : and when I consider the fragile 
foundfttiqn on which they erected aQ edifice that 
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amazes v^d cosofound^ the vorId» :I know tMC 
which to admire most* t^eir seal for reUgion» $c 
their superior political wisdom and thorough 
knowledge of the human heart« The more I 
reflect upon it the more I imagine that the £u^n 
who finft attempted the conversion of the Indians 
pmst have bfeen inspired : few could have perse* 
vered under such dreadful hardships as they* suffered 
if they had not experienced a divine impulse : they 
knew the secret workings of the passions ; they 
possessed penetration beyond the depth of commoq. 
men, and saw that cruelty and deceit were not 
the means to win the hearts of rude untutored* 
beings, living in a state of nature, and sensible 
pf no Iaw3 but those which she imposes. 

But the hope of bringing over these poor people 
to a knowledge of the true, and only God wa^ not 
the only motive that actuated these deep and 
cunning politicians ;. they had a greater and more 
enlarged sphere pf acdon in view. They daily 
witnessed the imprudence of exercising coercive 
measures over the poor conquered pepple, wha 
had made such noble and heroic stands to preserve 
their native blessing, liberty, and repress thSir 
barbarous invaders: the fathers v^ere cpnvinced 
that men who had acted uniformly with such 
determined valour would be much sooner won by 
puld and gentle treatment than by acts, of violence 
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aad oppression : they, therefore, about the middle 
of the sixteenth century, petitioned his catholic 
majesty for leave to enter the interior of Paraguay 
and Tucuman, and endeavour by means of per- 
suasion only to initiate in the principles of the 
christian religion the hordes of liidians who had 
fled from the persecutions of the Spaniards ; and by 
thus planting the gosf)el in these t^emote regions, 
bring over to the service of the state thousands 
that were then wandering far distant from any 
Spanish settlement. . 

Their petitions tirere granted ; and a vast number 
of missionaries, selected from the society of Jesus, 
were sent put at the king's expence to put in 
practice the theory they had adopted ; and it was 
settled between his majesty and the mission, that 
the state should be at the charge of transporting 
them to the scene of action, where they were to 
open their spiritual campaign, in which the go- 
vernors of the. provinces, by order of the court, 
were not to interfere in any shape, relative to th& 
establishment, nor was any Spaniard whatever 
to enter their districts without leave obtained* 

They were to be provided^ with necessaries of 
every kind iox the arduous undertaking ; and to 
be supplied from time to time with articles of 
plothing, furniture, and every other thing whicl^ 
^he exigency of their situation might require* 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY, 123 

The missionaries, on their part, agreed to pay to 
the crown annually a sort of capitation tax, of ai 
piastre per head for every individual they might 
bring over to the faith of Christ ; and, in pro* 
pordon as their proselytes encreased, to send a 
certain number to the royal works or army when* 
ever the state should think proper to make the 
demand, provided the converted ' Indians were 
8i}fHciently numerous to admit of drafts being 
made for that purpose, which was to be done, if I 
conceive the matter right, in much the $^mc 
manner as the militia is drawn for with us j but 
with this difference, that the Indians are drafted 
for life ; and the services required of them are 
severe in the extreme when compared to the 
employ of our militia, who are never called into 
action but on extraordinary occasions, and dis- 
bandedi at the ?nd of the war to return, if i diey 
think proper, to their native towns and families : 
but the poor Indians once sent from dleir peaceful 
jettlements^iever return to them more; they are 
condemned for the rest of their lives to toil and 
misery, either to work in the mines or ta form a 
ikind of auxiliary troop to fight against their un* 
subdued brethren, who even now make frequent 
kiroads on the Spanish settlements. Others are 
doomed to labour incessantly at the public works^ 
and many are consigned to the diSereD^t o^cet of 
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tcatte, and pass like heirlooms from one master td 
another with the post to which they are attached* 
The present major-general^ who lives adjaceait to 
the fort and has the command in all miUtarY 
matters in diis part of the worlds has aeVeira) 
hundreds of these wretched people at his disposal i 
and I wish I could add that hift treatment of thcnt 
is such as rdddmids to his credit as a humane 
man and a judicious officer; but truth coin^li 
me to say, that, on the contrary, the severity 
which is exercised over them is such as must 
shock the understanding and pain the heart of 
every person endowed with merely th^ common 
feelings of justice and humanity. 

No wonder then that to serve a Spaniard is 
deemed by the nadves the most dreadful of all 
calamities ; every Indian shrinks from the sound 
p£ Si Spaniard's voice, and among the unreduced 
his ieligion is h^ld in the utmost abhorrence. ' .[ ,■ 
^ The dispersion, or rather expulsion, of thd 
crxfty Jesuits was become an act of state necessity, 
^ce they had established in the very centre of the 
southern provinces an immense theoctacy, which 
even threatened to dverturn, at some future period^ 
tbe power of the crown, if the various accounts I 
have received may be relied on i^ for, at the timd 
di their expulsion, they could command, as spi« 
tiloai gnidf(s,t leveral hundred thousand families^ 
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and wusng them ho Itas all sanaxj of weU-disoipimed 
troops tbatt.&omicighty to a hundred thousand 
meiiy all propeiff trained^ clothed, and- accoutfted; 
and' ready to folloiw 'whererer their payors 'shottlii 
thihfc.fit to leald them, • ^ ? ' '--^ 

How far this esdniate ttiay be trua I know n6f>| 
I givt it you oh'the report of :6ither Memandl^i) 
and i hare heard the same confirmed^ by Atii 
Manud, who ,is of opinion that the present race of 
ecclesiastics have not at all nlended the cohditibit 
of the Indians, who are In fact worse off and mor6 
c^resised than before. He tl^nks, -a&d says, thai 
were the English to make at sfnrited attack on 
JBuenos Ayres in conjunction widi the Portuguese! 
on the side of the Brazils, there is not a doubt of 
the Indiana joinifig them ; the face of things being 
so materially changed since the dismissal of the 
Jesuits^ under whom they had been detached from 
^ state of barbarism, instructed in the knowledge 
of our blessed chrisdan faith, and taught the use of 
arm*,^ agriculture, and commerce ; nay, even some 
of the fine arts are known iamong them ; I myself 
have seen several specimens of drawings done by 
the Indians, which, from their correctness and 
beauty, I should readily have taken for the work 
of an Italian artist. I had sketched two or three 
views from the convent garden, and thought them 
tolerably well donej but I found them very in* 
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different when compared with .those exzxapitioi 
savage genius^ whichf>lainly evinces ^t great care 
|tlu$t have been taken to instruct them^ and proves 
that those very people we have been taught to 
look upon as little better than the brute creation 
possess not only a clear comprehension of per- 
ceptible objects^ however different from any thing 
they have been accustomed to^ but elegant and 
refined intellects^ and capacities competent to exe^ 
cute whatev^ an enlightened European may boast 
ts an exclusive accomplishments The Jesuits 
judged and acted right ; mildness, and. persuasion 
have succeeded in drawing forth from obscurity 
those gems of rteson which, like the diamond^ 
remained hid in darkness dll the ingenuity of man 
found the means of disclosing their beatities. I 
hope it is not sinful to wish this oppressed and 
deeply injured people might make one more grand 
effort ; and, by the aid of the still unconquered 
nations, assert their rights, and drive these bar* 
barous tyrants from their lands. They are now 
brought to a knowledge of the true God, and 
human sacrifices are no longer known among 
them. The rights bf nations, and the relative 
duties of society, they are now informed of ; nor 
do they neglect the practice. Then will not divine 
vengeance be at length appeased by the deaths of 
so many thousands, as, since the conquest have 
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.paid, dirough die upraised arm of power, the 
debts due to offended Heaven? 

I am certain, nw friend, this great revolution 
.might be accomplished, could the British arn)s but 
gleam upon the plains of Paraguay : believe me» 
this is no idle chimera or phantasm of the brain^ 
but the result of critical enquiry and mature re« 
flection. Had the Spaniards pursued their coii« 
quest with mildness and lenity, no honest or good 
in^ would have envied them the possession of this 
rich and fertile country ^ but every one would 
. have rejoiced to see so many human beings drawa 
^om their savage life and barbarous customs to 
partake in Christian occupations and rational en^* 
joymepts, and know that they were formed for 
nobler purposes than to be waging eternal war^ 
andtf in their frantic triumphs, to sacrifice and ea^ 
each other^ Such would have been the happy 
consequences of a humane policy on the part of 
the Spaniards ; but the direct contrary method has 
been pursued by those who term themselves the 
piost zesiow for the cspff^ of Christ, Deceived, 
deluded, arrogating mortals! the sighs of the 
sttffering Indians will yet be heard at the throne of 
Mercy, and their .tears, ere long, be washed away 
in the blood of the Spaniards. 

pop Manuel assures mc I must not draw con- 
clusions froQrtbe Indians I have seen at wor^ 
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here of \»^hat the natives* are collectively j for tfee 
appearance of these is di^giisting in the extreme j 

but these, he tells me, are not real Indians, but ^ 

' * , ^ ■ ' • ' . . . 

-kind of mongrel breed between an African and^ 
native. God of heaven, how I detdst any thihg 
that tends to mar thy grand designs ! Man, when 

• created first, was perfect, and without a blemish j 
and, as a spiecial mark of the Almighty's favour, 
formed after his own celestial Jmage : fori ^^s the ■< 
Scripture says^" In tfee Kkeiiess of God created 
he man/' Btrt I know what a certain wag* of oiir 

'acquaintance would say 'if he saw the^ people : 
* Why yes, the Scripture does says so, and it may 
be very true ; but tlieh it is so many years since 
the stamp was made, that it is ndw too much 
worn out to make any fixed impression.' Trifling 
as this remark may seem, it is really a very natural 
one ; for, while surveying this degenerate race, we 
might very readily .image that Omnipotence hid 
no share in their fotrnation : but from whence 
can this deformity of particular people irise ? Is It 
to be deduced from naftiral, physical, or artificial 
causes ? or do the crimes of man occasion this wide 
deviation from the original laws of nature, which, 
in themselves, are all perfection? To solve this 
question requires an abler physiologist than myself: 
but I cannot help thinkings with our friend doctor 
Dingley, that the wickedness of mSin is the prindi- 
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pat fcause'; and if so, I must regard thf jnarriages 
df Victeui or deformed ithen and worfien as abso- 
lutely oufragfes against nature, and, as such, ought 
not to be pfef'mitted. Why not suflfer those only to 
inhabit the cloister ? the condemning them to 
celibacy would be iio loss to the community, but 
father an advantage j we should not then meet in 
the circles of society deformed, ugly, sickly, uri- 
happy beings, utterly incapable of enjoying life 
with any degree of satisfaction. Whether their 
debilitj^ftrises from natural or acquired defects, it 
would be far better, in my opinion, for them to 
pass their lives secluded from the busy world ; for 
to be received in society with an eye of pity only 
must to a quick and susceptible mind give the 
most poignant uneasiness. In the peaceful shades . 
of the cloister the glance of scorn cannot reach 
them, nor the sounds of affected feeling or cruel 
derision invade their ears. The deformed in mind 
too, even before those whose infirmity of body 
unfits them for society, should be condemned to 
solitude and prayer ; since the innocent then would 
not be contaminated by their vices, and they 
might themselves learn, from religion and reflection, 
to amend their lives. This, you will say, is idle 
theory, and never can be realised ; it may be so, 
but that does not do away the justice of it. I can* 
not bear to see so many fine young men and 

«: 2 
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vromen immured within i^e walls of a conttent 
that wpuld^ in every sen^e of the wor^s^ j^e ua^m 
^d ornamefital ir^embfsrs pf sof^ty. The Q^^rgy 
would not then ,d^$ervp the pdium wh^qh i$ dail/ 
thrown op them, the woi^ep WPVld have |e^ 
temptation^ jafad secret vice would ^Qt have ^ 
many votaries*T-But I forget ( am inthedprni? 
nion^ of his catholic majesty } x^hert revei:ies likt^ 
tbfisc would perhaps subject mp to th? censures pf 
the church| s^iould they ^e Jknpw^. 4^cVf ! 
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LETTER 1IX» 

ConDcfit of Si. Donihnc, Jtfgust, J 797, 

About an* hour after I had closed 
riiy Iksl obSiervations respecting the Indians I re- 
ceived a note from don Manuel, requesting my 
cditipany to spend the day, as he expected a party 
from thcf country, with whom he thought I should 
be v^ well aiiiused* I am now at liberty to 
go otit ati^ in ^ often as I please, provided bro- 
ther Jerome is informed what family I intend to 
visit. He* is my friend as well as keeper ; there- 
forfe I have nothing more to do than say to him I 
am going so and so, and shall return at such an 
hour, which I punctuaHy observe. Hiis is all; 
and I wander for hours about the town and its 
vicinity, sohretimes drop intp one house and 
sometimes into another ; and they being scattered 
wdeiy about, the trees and shrubs with which 
they are surrounded afford me the most ample 
gratificatlon-=~for more refrcdiing or more odo- 
riferous scents never regaled the «ense of mortal. 
And this blessing of Heaven on the outsides of the 
houses counteracts, in some meiasure, tb^^sag^i^- 
ajble smelU I often encounter within. 
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In my way to don Manuel's I took a circuit 
round, in order to visit a brother, of the order of 
Mercy, with whom I have contracted an acquaiiit* 
ance ; and, as I can now converse with tolerable 
fluency in Spanish, most of those I co{^sort with 
regard me as one disposed to/spend the remaindei 
of my life among them, "All's one for that,'* 
as FalstaiF says : I am not bound to justify their 
presentiments. 

When I reached the convent I was informed 
by the porter that father Nicolas was gone to 
administer extreme unction to senhor don Gabriel 
Ventura. I enquired where the senhor lived, atad 
was surprised, on being told, to find it was . in a 
little house in the suburb of San Benito, at which 
I had often stopped to converse with its owner, a 
feeble old man, whom I thought very poor ; and, 
under that idea, had often taken to him a bottle - 
of wine, which is here, in general, dear ; and he 
- always appeared to receive it with great pleasure ' 
and thankfulness. 

To my utter amazement, I now learnt that h^ 
was one of the richest men in Buenos Ayres ; but 
had never been married, consequently had no le- 
gitimate children to inherit his possessions. I 
could scarcely believe this account, not thinking 
It possible that aiiy man possessing such con- 
siderable w.ealth should by choice live in a state 
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df ,apj>arepX;pfeuury. But I found it was alt true 
on my arrival at doa Manuers, who declared that 
to hi3 certain knowledge don Gabriel was worth 
above two millions of piastres j all, however^ gained 
by his. father, under the Assiento contract, he 
having been appointed by government to purchase 
from the English and Dutch all the negroes 
brought by them tO: Buenos Ayres ; and though 
he amassed imrbense sums while that contract 
lasted, yet he never had spirit to spend a single 
piastre. The whole of his wealth was hoarded for 
the son, now dying, whom he next to idolised, 
and fondly hoped to see outshine in splendor evert 
the grandees themselves : and, that his accomplish- 
ments might equal his riches, he sent him to Old 
Spain for education, where he remained at Sala-* 
manca near nine years, when his father sent for 
him home^ to completie a marriage between him 
and a young lady, the only daughter of a very rich 
merchant at St. Jago, with whom he was to have 
dt princely fortune. 

Everjr thing was prepared for the nuptials, and 
both fathers anxiously andcipated the moment that, 
should make their children happy in each other j 
when, on the eve of the day appointed for this 

i I''- 

e^bration of the marriage, the intended bride 
was seized with the small-pox, and died in agonies 
the third day after. This shock affected her fa- 
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ther in so sensible a manner that he sutvitnej her 
little more than a month, leaving the whole of 
his immense property to the college at Gordovo. 
Ben Domingo Venturas on this melancholy events 
once more sent his son to Old Spain : but on hk 
passage thhher the vessel was taken by an English 
privateer, and he was carried into Plymouth. 
There he remained for some time, and fell in love 
with an English lady ; bat she being engaged to' 
another, he could not obtain her. On tins fair^ 
one's account he lingered in England a long wh3e> 
after the war was concluded : but her husband 
being appointed to a place at Bengal, she went- 
f hither with him ; and our disappointed Spaniard 
returned to his father, with a fixed ' determiniation 
never to marry. This resolution of his, it was be- 
lieved, broke the old man's heart in less than two 
years after his son's arrival. Gabriel inhierited 
the whole of his fortune; but never entered iiicto 
any company from the time of his father's death'^ 
and for these last fifteen years he ha% wholly re- 
sided at the little dwelling where I used to visit 
him, in a manner wholly abstracted from the 
world. His wealth must be immense j for ?t has 
been in the hands of a person at Cadiz ever since 
his father's death, with orders for him to make* 
the most of it— while the melancholy owner re- 
frained hercj in a state of apparent starvation. Hh 
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iiealth has been declining for many months, and. 
the convent of Mercy, it is conjectured, wiir enjoy 
the greater part of his riches ; for he has no re- 
lations to give them to, his father having been an 
obscure adventurer, whom no one knew. 

Don Manuel had scarcely finished this account 
when a message was delivered to him, desirifig 
that, if I was at his house, he would imibediately 
bring me to don Gabriel Ventura's. Very much 
surprised, we hastened thither; and found the old 
gentleman in the agonies of death. He turned his 
eyes towards me, and motioned for me to approach* 
r did so, and knelt by the bed-side. He then' 
asked, with great difficulty, if I knew a family ^f 

the name of L — , in th^ county of Sussex? I 

told hiin^ no; r bad not the least acquaintance withi' 
any one in that quarter:^ — but I had a relation who 
li^ed'near the place he mentioned, and in all pro^ 
babitity knew the family". At this his eye assunled 
a'tertipbriary lustre, and, taking my hand, he asked 
me irthat gelation of mine would see that a parcel 
wai5 safely delivered to the person for whom' it wis 
directed '; or, if she wete dead, to her childrdi, 
if any survived, and if not, to her nearest o/kih?^ 
I sdlettmly assiired him, that if it once reached 
Bitglan'd it shbuld be punctually coHVeyed'tb tfad"^ 
. jfajfty he menttolled: He thett put into nay l^ariil< 
a tttniatt parcel; wl^ will receive '^rtfii^ 
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tfeis letter : and let me beg of you to see the poof 
man's request complied with .as expeditiously as . 
you can, having pledged my honour for the due*, 
performance of it. Don Manuel undertakes to 
get both that and my letters — which I have regu- 
larly taken to his hoiise as soon as finished, lest 
any accidenf might happen tome — speedily for- 
warded to England. ' 

But you may like to know how my visit ter- 
nunate4» When I had secured the packet, Ven- 
tura seemed more composed, and wje joined in 
the prayers that were offered up for his repose. 
He received extreme unction, and we left hira in 
* a kind of slumber. Father Nicolas remained, and 
the next morning I heard he was no more. His 
will was opened, and in it he bequeathed, as was 
expected, a very considerable sum to the convent 
of Mercy, for masses to be said for the repose of 
his soul. Two domestics who had formerly lived 
with his father were handsomely provided for ; and 
to my astonishment I received a ring of great 
value, as a recompence for the trouble I may be 
at in the execution of my, or rather your, com- 
mission. 

In this . man's fate we see another unhappy de^ 
inonstration of the futility of all human designs,* 
and the caprice of what we call fortune. When. 
I reflect on this and many similai' circumstances, V \ 
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am almost tempted to arraign the dispensations of 
Heaven, when it bestows on those incapable of cn»- 
joyn\em an overflowing of every earthly blessing, 
while the virtuous and accomplished are denied 
even the commoii comforts of existence. Surely 
there appears a very blameable partiality in the 
distribution of Divine favours ; or else we must 

admit th6 Eastern doctrine, and allow the inter- 

♦ ♦ ■ * - • 

ference of inferior agents, endowed with powers 
sufficient to iiifluence the fate of mortals, and be^ 
stow or withhold the treasures of this world, as 
best pleases their capricious fancies : else why do 
we so often see a man of genius, honour, and re- 
ligion, surrounded with afflictions and disappoint?- 
ments, without a frieiid to aid or comfort him j 
and, on the other hand, a fellow that is' both 
knave and fool reveling in every blessing this world 
affords ? ' 

.My friend, if there is «o/ a race of beings infe- 
rior to the Deity, yet possessing the means of con- 
trolling the fortunes of man, then is the Omnipo* 
tent either wholly regardless of the creatures he 
has formed* or cruelly unjust in his treatrtieilt of 
them : and neither of these positions can I' reV 
cohclle to my ideas of the almighty Creator. But'. 
r must leave this subject : it is a dangerous one j 
and; if indulged, may make a sceptic of Itie. 

■ Perixaps you would like to know How I spend" 
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tny time. Thus it is : On ordinaty days 1 risd 
Vheii the matin-bell summons me to prayers. De- 
votion — or the show of it— ended, I attend brd^ 
ther Jerome, and one or other of his compeers^ 
uito the garden ; for, to speak freely, I shun the 
senior fathers as much as possible^ I cannot have 

■ 

patience to listen to or argue on theological suJ[>-> 
jects, when I know neither party can benefit by 
the- discussion. I always, therefore, if I can, keep 
out of their way ; and from matins to breakfast 
amuse myself in assisting to transplant herbs and 
shrubs, watering the. flowers, gathering fruit, or 
any other little office, where 1 may be busy with- 
out doing mischief. Breakfast over, I retire to 
my apartment and read Spanish authors, of which 
the convent library can boast some pretty good 
ones, besides the religious. This takes me up two 
or three hours, according to the goodness of the 
sut^ect) and when tired of this employment I 
take a little Indian basket, and visit the environs 
of the town, where I botanize till the midday 
prayers,^ when I attend and join very fervently in 
their devotions. Soon after we dine. When that 
ceremony is dispatched I continue about an hour 
with the novices, listen to their arguments, and 
sometimes contend with them ; bi:|t that is only 
according to the humour I am in. When eac^i 
retires to his room I either write to ybu^ resume 
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/ny ripfiding, or arrange the plants I b^ve g^^, 
thered, and study the mode qbserved j)y thp I|^- 
,(iiai^ in the use pfthem, tp cppofp^p it with that 
^ppted by .oi^r physiciaps. I h^ve collected se-. 
yeral medicinal plants^ which I think are ;iQt yt^ 
Juiown in Europe^ few botanists having yi^it^ 
South America? I regret: much rthe qrqumscribe^ 
limits of xny rambles ; for I am not pennit^ed to 
go beyond a certain district, whi(:h dpes not ex? 
tend above a mile and half from th^ centre of 
the town. Iloweyer, I am promised by ^th^ar 
Ilernandez — who acts as our superior while thp 
real one is away — ^hat I shall soon have greater 
}nd\ilgence. 

After the hours pf sleep^ termed the siesta^v 
Vrhich begins about two and ends at five — during 
v/hich time a most prqfound sileiu:e reig];is every-? 
V^here around — I dress myself, agid pay f v^t tpi 
^ome £eimUy or other with whom I haye made ac? 
quauitance i where I gene^rally spemi three or four 
^ours very pleasantly, in mu^c^ dating, pr coq- 
yersation. 

. The eldest son of don Manuel— a fiv^ boy^ 
l^hom \ mentio^ed to you in a former letter r-ipi, 
prqves hourly. He can already hold a tolerably 
discourse m . English ; and by instructing him \ 
conti\y^ to |)resijerye my native ?ongu?^ wiu?J| 
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Otherwise, from want of practice,* I -should be ih 
danger 6f losing. ' . ^ , . . . 

*l:Mve begun to take several views about the 
town^ind its vicinity r but have not yet had it in 
niy power to finish one, as no drawing or plan of 
any place, either public- or private, is* permit ted* tt> 
be made but by a native Spaniard 5 and here they 
are all too lazy to trouble themselves aboiirt atiy 
thihg of the kind. But, notwithstanding their 
ifid'olence in other matters, they contrive to be 
pretty vigilant spies ; and, like ttue dogs in thb 
itAliger, industriously hinder pther5 from enjoying ^ 
lh%-5dvantages they are themselves insensible to. 
How I detest such needless, selfish, narrqw-minded 
«policyl - • 

1 spend mbst evenings^ very agreeably ; and but 
for a thought - that now and then obtrudes itself 
on liiy remembrance, I might, perhaps, be happy, 
as far as man can hope for happiness this sidfe 
the grivetbtit cruel reflection, like a pursuing 
fietad, still presenting to my view the mirror of 
past times, dispels at once the flattering delusion j 
and to avoid the misery of mind that haunts me 
1 hurry into company, and strive to elude it$; grasp 
by restless and* incessant action, 

■ ^ have been trying severial experiments to e^- 
•tirpate the ants, which swarm' here as bad as the 
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'jocusts in Egypt, ?iild destroy the yoiuig plants 
with the most unrelenting fuvy; as (Jo the monkeys, 

" pf which thejreis ap imcptnmoji number here, ^'d 
some of an extraordinary shape and bigness. They 
^nd out, cunningly enough, where any new plants 
of European growth have been set, and watch with 
the utmost vigilanpe until they are about two 
Inches' above the ground j when thqse artful crea^- 
tures contrive to makfs their way into the gardens, 
and there nibble and destroy ^very dainty article 
they can find, turning up th^ soil with their paws, 
as if determined that not even the roots should 

• 

escape their depredations. Nor are the parrots 
pf Paraguay less intent upon destruction than th? 
quadruped ; only with this difference, the former 
work by day, the latter by night. It is not a little 
amusing to observe the contrivances of the gar- 
fleners to circumvent these mischievous animals ; 
one among many', intended for the monkey, is 
truly farcical in its effects. They weave a kind 
of wicker trough, or rather pipe, about three fe^t 
long and two in circumference, in which is plaged 
a small light box, wherein young green twigs of 

• • • 

the vine or other plants are set. This box is laid 
towards the end of the trough, furthest from the 
aperture ; the monkey is of ^oi|rse obliged tQ 
make what we call a long arm to reach the bait : 
the box being pressed down by his exertions, a 
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ppring with a wpght attached to it faUs, and en« 
(ploses h|s paw, which generally has been inserted 
^o far as to take in the leg nearly to the shoulder* 
The moipent he f^nds himself ensnared be sfrug'^ 
gles to. get loose ; but his efforts only serve to 
fasten him more securely in the trap ; for writhe 
which way he will the weight, by turning on a 
pivot, screws the limb still faster within. When 
be j^cfs all his endeavours useless he makes a 
grand push to set off with the whole apparatus, 
grinning '^i;d gnashing bts teeth in a most grotesque 
manner : but when he r^u:hes the place by which 
he entered the garden a new difficulty occurs { 
(he whole length of the wicker is most commonly 
opposed to the aperture^ and h^ must either sit 
quietly down and knaw the trough to pieces-^-v 
which, from its being made of strong osiers, would 
take up a considerable time-^H^r else he must rer 
sign all hopes,of escape, and calmly wail: the ap* 
proach of the gardener, when a very diverting 
scene ensues. At first the monkey makes use of 
the tnost supplicating gestures to molify the anger 
of hi9 assailai^t, whom he finds prepared with a 
f:udgel to chastise his knavery. When supplica« 
tion will t^ot avail he throws hiip^elf upon his 
back, and begins to chatter, grin, spit, and fight ; 
9nd is so extremely dextrous in turning himself to 
i^yoid (h$ lilow^ that scar^elv one in ten touchen 
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him.j but he maizes ^as much ncd^ as'thougb he 
felt the full weight of the whole- One is ilot a 
little amused to ste the farce ; however^ it alway$ 
md^ like a tragedy^ fatal to the robber, who is 
Ikme4 and gwm fo the negroes or.Ipdi^Qs, when 
th^y make :»- fefist with his carcase, which I aoi 
iassured th^y prefer it9^ ^eef^ 'pr even venis^^ > 
: 7he . dq>r^dating parrpts are like^vise caught m 
traps j but the gardeners are careful not to injiif^ 
ti^eir plumftg^.; As soon as taken, their ne^s .are 
l«wj[8^edi| and /t^e' f^thqrs cudp^y :preserved* 
f he«t .;the. Indians h^ve ^ n^od of, preparing 
W a rmanaer. /^qualjy singular »nd. beautiful, by 
btei^mg the :^Pk>ur8 agreeably to the stricte^l^ 
adeft <tf art, <?f tl>eipe, mtgrofil^ed with Uw 
feathers of the i>ird* tak^ pa the Jjanfe^ ^f ^ 
Ranaguay *, they make cloaks, on^tmiwrt* f6r thi* 
iead, and picture^ft*attie$ $ which last are truly m* 
genioud, and have ft most striking and agreeable 
tSostk A fhm fx.wi^ of wood is first made, di^ 

luze of the picture, the edges turned with a sharp 
Kawve i over tU» k spread the picture, whether on 
eauvfts,. pa^) ox other materials : that 4m^ in^ 

* liie natxie of this ptovinc« is dierivc^ ^dni the quantity 
ifl)eautiful birds and -flowi^s with which it abouiKis: tb^ 
wprd Paraguay signifying, in the langu^ of tbe-natiyes, la- 
rkfff qf colours. 

L 
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Other frame is added, made entirely of feathers^ 
slnd those such as bear an analogy to the subject, 
and by their different tints reflect a shade the best 
(Calculated to display the merits of the painter to' 
advantage* How this is contrived I, am as yet 
ignorant^ but certain I am that it produces an 
effect the splendour and beauty of which none 
but those that behold it can form a competent 
idea. 

In the church bf the Franciscans I am informed 
they have a picture of the Last Supper, painted 
by an Indian residing at one of the presidencies 
on the Uraquay, a very capital performance ; the^ 
A'ame of which is composed entirely of feathers^ 
of a bright gold colour, and so artfully contrived 
*y to appeaf to the nicest observer some of the 
most correct carving and gilding ; nor can the 
difference be discovered until it is touched by the 
hand. This picture was a present to the Franciscan: 
fathers from the Jesuits, not many years before* 
their expulsion. 

' This is to me another proof of the great policy 
and d^th of thought of those ecclesiasf;ical jQion^^ 
archs ; for I cannot consider them in any other 
lights Their plans were laid with amazing judg- 
ment, and attended with unexampled success j and' 
as Moses led the Israelites for forty years through 

the wilderness of Canaan on to -conquest and the 
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\itter abolition of surrounding nations; so would 
the Jesuits, as soon as they had found the youths 
bf the tribe they governed were thoroughly ini 
itiated in the discipline of war, and those 6f ma- 
turer years as well grounded in the theory of 
governing iand plresetving those arts they' had so 
carefully been taught. The holy fathers would^ 
like the laW-giver of old, have conducted them 
to triumph ovei? thfeit prbud oppressors, and the 
dissolute invaders of their native plains. An ec^ 
tiesiastical heptilrchy would then have been esta« 
Uished^ and a pope elected to superintend the 
whole. I hazard this conjecture from concurring 
drcumstantes which I daily hiear of, notwithstand- 
ing every tcmgue is enjoined silence as to those par« 
ticulars ;; but things will out at times, in spite of 
prohibitions^ 

My old friend', vtfother Jerome, is Very apt to 
forget himself^ and, from something I caught hold 
df to-day, I am certain all is not right in the pre- 
sidency whither our superior is gone, who, if I 
am rightly informed^ is to remain in that district^ 
and exercise his spiritual functions among them^ 
in order to see if mildness and humanity will not 
>]^ave a much happier efiect upon the disorderly 
members than coercive measures, which have been 
exercised, I believe, lately to very little purpose. 
Father Pablo*« Christian equanimity of temper 

i. 2 
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and mild benevolence will^ I am i^ertain, restoij^ 
adl Co tranquillity, if tyranny does not counteract 
his designs, and usurping ppwer do s^way the 
good im pious exhortation^ cannot fail of pro- 
ducing. 

I can t^ow conceive the reason why I was de- 
nied di^ privilege of attending him, in the char 
racter iof a novice, to his mission* In the refusal 
there was poUcy : had I gone I might hav« dis- 
covered the nakedness of the land, or rather the 
imprudent conduct of the rulers, who seek by pro- 
hibitory iaws to repress even the lui^uriant gifts of 
ftature^ 

Is such a system, my friend, congenial to the 
. laws of either God or man ? Does jit not betray 
z weakness, which in time must destroy itself ? 
Where Heaven has showered its bounties, and na- 
ture has spread her most inviting gifts, why shwld 
the •commands of usujfHng power rcndey nugatory 
the OM and destroy the other ? It would be very 
painful to rne» possessing a Briton's idea of liberty 
^nd property, to have the first circumscribed and 
the second liable to be seized on by the leg^lative 
power, or what I enjoyed not to be permitted to 
make the most of, which I am informed is npw 
tte case. During the reign of the Jesuits, go- 
vernment did not interfere in either spiritual or 
temporal affsurs. The converted Indians, in their 
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different towns, were encouraged to exercise trade 
;?ind comtaerce without the interference of the civil 
power J and Were permitted to sell whatever they 
chose to dispose of, without being burthened with, 
duties on any one article; They paid the annual 
piastres exacted of them on their first establish* 
ment, and sent from their communities the num- 
bers which the state demanded j and this was 
;in. Their property, whether it consisted in land^ 
cattle, or articles of barter^ was exempt from the 
rapacity of tax-gatherers j ' and they yielded no ac- 
count to any one but their spiritual governors^ 
who laboured as well ai; the meanest Indiail for 
the general good. In every town they had a pub^ 
Uc store-house, in which was deposited the pro.* 
duce of every individual's exertions; and from 
this grand source was drawn the means^ of sup^ ^ 
port for all. This was daily portioned out by 
their pastor, agreeably to the wants of every one, 
who was always sure of enough, but none to 
waste. The clergy saw the necessity of domestic; 
regulaticMi, and enforced it, till at length the peor 
pie were also coi^vinced of its utility j and whil<^ 
^ach in his turn laboured for himself, he also pro- 
vided for the conjmunity at large, Thg aged, the 
children, and the sick^ were sure of being 'taken, 
care of : all their . wants were supplied from the 
l^r^d repository, and the surplus w^s freely re^ 
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signed to the church. It was such wise and prot 
vident regulations as these that elevated Sparta^ 
Rome, and Athens, from a mere handful of as<« 
piring men^ to republics that governed t^e world. 
But now, if my information is- founded on truth—* 
and I have no reason to doubt it — this wise systen^ 
of things is entirely overturned. The Indians have, 
it is true^ ecclesiastics as usual, to superintend 
them and regulate their aflfairs j but those eccle-> 
siastics are now |hemselves suborduia(e to the civil 
power, and not, as heretofore, guided by their 
own laws^ exclusively. They must now pay a 
heavy duty for every article they make use of in 
the presidency, and all they dispose of is taxed in 
a similar manner. The clergy are answerable for 
the strict payment of the duties ; and if injustice 
h exercised, it is of no uge to complain. Their 
parish priests are appointed by the state, and arc 
amenable to it fpr their conduct. Every step they 
take is watched, and the utmost vigilance pb*. 
served by the qivil magistrate. The military com- 
mandant is no longer a cacique, but a Spaniard ; 
so is their corrigidore, alcalde, alquazils, &c. All 
is now in the power of the state ; and though the 
ancient forms are apparently kept up, yet it is in 
appearaixce only. Formerly no Spaniard was 
permitted to come among them ; and if, through 
' ^sdness or accidei^t, any one or more did arriv^ 
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at the presidency, they were pbliged by law tp 
IJmit their stay to three days ; at the expiration of 
which, if they did not depart peaceably, they were 
by force compelled. 

Now young people are sent from all parts of 
the province to visit the presidencies, and like- 
wise to study at Cordovo, under professors of 
other orders, who are, I understand, instructed to 
implant in the minds of their pypils an abhorrence 
of the Jesuitical tenets, in hopes that in a few 
years all ideas of their different republics will be 
done a^ay. How this system will succeed 1 will 
not pretend to say ; but, if I may judge from the 
manner of the young Spanish students who ac- 
companied our superior to Cordovo, very little 
good will result from it to either party. These 
young men seemed to me to have imbibed a 
'strong tincture of modern French philosophy, 
and many expressions which escaped them plainly' 
indicated very liberal sentiments on the art of 
governing, I very much doubt if the rising 
generation of Spaniards will pay any more respect 
to a crowned head than their volatile neighbours 
have done. Let but those principles be dissemi-* 
nated over this new world, and farewell to the 
monarchy in the old one. The resources now 
daily drawn by the mother country from this 
once stopped:^ or even suspended, and Old Spaii\ 
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jDUSt Speedily become the prey of any po^er thjii| 
chooses to invade her. It is the ricfae3 of th^se 
injured nations which alone supports the pride of 
his Catholic majesty, and without which Spaitl' 
lik^uld long since have: become a proyifi^:^ of 
li'rance^ or else have been parcelled out, like that 
devoted country Poland, s^mong different natic»i^t 
of Europe. Our adtmraU, und^r Elizabeth^ pu| 
the death^stroke to their maritime greatness, and 
pur succeeding victory ove^ their arrogant design^ 
at Gibraltar completed it. Indeed, \% would btil 
stamping the dispensations of Heaven with in^ 
justice were they ever agaiii to be al powerful na^ 
tion. ^^ Blood will have blood/* as Shakspeare ex- 
^ presses k. Their horrid auto de fes^ and daily sa- 
orifice of thousands in the mines, call aloud a( 
the throne of Heaven for retributive justice. Thet 
former evil^ it is true, ceased with the reign of 
the Jesuits f but the latter still exists, and that in a 
much wider extent than even There i^ not a vi$it 
J make in th^ town but I am, told of the immense 
quantities of silver drawn from the mines, and pre- 
paring for exportation to the mother country afr 
soon as there may be a peace. When \ hc^r this 
i cannot help devoutly wishing it may fall into the; 
hands of my countrymen, and inspire them with 
the thoughts of conquest here. But if the navi- 
fiction of La Plata may be urged as an argument 
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Igajnst such an expedition, why nor direct their 
arms against the fruitful plains of Chile ? ,which | 
am informed is another Tmpe — mild, salubrioin,; 
ticb^ px^ fertilej^ abounding in aU the blessings of 
nature^ in the most comprehensif e sen^fe : a placa 
trhich holds out the most inviting picture to any . 
nation possessing soilils indued with the spirit of 
fnteiprise, industry to improve^ and humanity tof, 
govern } for the one without the other is like si 
king ipntho)ii a country. I am to see a gentlemaii 
this evening, who has^ recently pas^d the Cor-r 
fiillera, and who comes here for the express pur-j 
pose of treating with an English factor for some • 
British manufactures, which he means to speculate 
pn at Conception ; but his designs are not known 
to any one here but don Manuel. 

From thi§ gentleman \ hope to learn some au- 
thentic particulars respecting Chile, a province \ 
bave a very ardent desire to visit ; but \ fear I shall 
not be allowed that satisfaction. At times I am 
almost tempted to take the cowl, in order to have 
an opportunity of seeing the presidencies ; for 
many fathers are still sending off to supply the 
place of the cUdevant disciples of Jesus, I have 
made great intercession on every side, through 
the medium of my friend Jerome, to obtain this — 
in my eyes— desirable privilege ; how I shall ^uc« 
ceed as yet I know not, but I believe the good- 
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natured brother would be very hapj>y if I could 
have my. wishes gratified, and I am certain still more 
$0 if I would turn nvonk. Blessed St. Dominic, 
what a pious reverend father should I not make I 
Pr'ythee, my dear friend, indulge thy fancy for a 
minute, and imagine me in the scapulary^ cowl^ and 
tonsure, enjoining penance to some lovely young 
^Spanish fenjtale, who, with mischief in her eye and 
meekness on her tongue, believes all to be gospel 
that comes from her father confessor. Ah, moti 
JPieu/ what happy fellows those ghostly confidants 
mwt, be ! 

Adieu! Yours, in the true spirit of envy. 
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JJETTER XX, 

Coment t^ fSt. Dominic, Avg, ijg^^ v 

I HAVE this morning received 
(mother remittance from my old friend at New; 
York, and have not hesitated to niake another 
offering to the fathers^ wljich was very graciously; 
accepted. I am in hopes, through the proper, 
applic^tioii of niy piastre?, that I sh^ll be shortly 
able to obtain a more enlarged sphere of action. 
There is 2^ ,whisper among the noyices that one of 
the father^ is appointed to the care of a mission, 
on.thp banks of the Uraguay. They don't kno^ 
M^hich ; but 3hould it bq father Hernandez, I think 
I mdy standi some chancre of ^ccomp^ying him, 
He seems, by hig manner, tp have taken a ^ort of 
liking tQ nie ; aiid any kind of travelling, so it.be 
travelling, wpuld be more agreeable to me thfui. 
beating, iike a milUhorse, th^ same eternal round 
lyhich at priesent I am compelled to submit tp. 

The trees round the houses, which I fr^uei^tly. 
gamble among, forcibly recal to my repiembrance 
the groves at C-^- — , where you and I used to 
qijoy every pleasure our happy country affords to 
fhose possessed pf independence : and ^puld I but 
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« 

XQcet With as much cleanliness in this part of the 
world as I was accustomed to find there, I should 
spend many hours very agreeably ; but, alas ! I 
must not think of it. Her^ pride a^d laziness havQ 
banished neatnfsss : all within doors is disgustingly 
"^Ithy ; and without, were it not for the sweets which 
$11 the air from the grateful brct^cs blowing con- 
«antly from the Plata, the place would bei really 
Insupportable. It is these breezes which keep th^ 
city cool ?uid temperate ; for, being surrounded oit 
^11 sides by plains of immense ei^ent, the windf 
llave nothing else toemploy themsclvcs^ upon. 

I bad rambled this morning to the utmost limict 
of the bounds prescribed me, which h^^ppeft^ on one 
s^de to be the banks of the little river ihat runs up 
to the town. I was standing oft itg margin, tnd, 
Reflecting on the similarity of my thei^ situation 
and when I was at Westminster-school, when 
maAy a lime I have stood at the end of Palace-yard 
{onging to br^fc bounds ^d scamper off with 
Sotne one or bther of the town bojsi^ w^o had bcei^^ 
telling me where they were going and how 
agreeably they were to be entertained. I sighed 
at the remembrance, and could not help wishing 
(hose happy days might once more return. I stood 
in a musing posture, regardless of eVery thing hear 
|ne, when I was roused from my reveries by the 
loud clatter ^f women's voices, and, turning quickly 
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TOiind, perceived four n^ro women and a girl 
wadiing linen. Their mode of proceedifig seemed 
to me very strange, and I stood silent^ to watch 
their motioAa. One of them spread the clothes on 
fix^ gre^ 8 w»rd jby the river's side ; another tpok 
up an earthen vessel of water, and soused thiem ; 
while the other two knelt down, and with a piece 
f^jT 3oap smeared them well over : then, with both 
kaftds ^read flat, they rubbed the articles back-* 
ward3 .an4 forwsu'ds on the grass*. When this had 
been (done 9omc time, the women again soused 
the linen well with water, iuming it this way imd 
tSiat, and sprawling it about m a very uncouth 
manner, as I thought ; but never rubhi&g it between 
their hands, as the English washerwomen 4^^ 
When the articles were found to be sufficiently 
dean,! the water-bearer took them to. the river^ 
riinsed them up and down two or three times^ and 
then hung i;hem \xp on poles set cross-ways on 
others fixed in the ground. While one woman 
was thus employed the others were repeating ibe 
^^eration of smearing and sousing upon the reat 
c^ the cloti^es ; so that, by working one under 
WOthpr^ no time was lost. The women appeared 
W press, the linen 3S much with their knee^ as 
their h^s. In this manner they dispatched a 
l^rge bac^ket of clothes in a little time ; and as the 
sun was very ardent on the; spot where they per* 
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formed this curious washing ceremony^ the whi3^^ 
of the truck was dry almost as soon as they hail 
finished ; and in the space of an hour and half 
they had taken every thing back to where they came 
from, I suppose, dry and as white as the puresC 
snow. 

• Fond as the good housewives of New York are 
of deluging every thing with water, I am afraid 
they would say of this negro mode of washing 
that it was more haste than good speed, for 
nothing could possibly be well done that was 
hurried oVer in such an apparently slovenly man«i 
ner : but, in my opinion, this observation would 
not hold good ; for the clothes, though not rubbed 
witfi so much labour as the North Americans may 
bestow, yet did not appear a jot less clean or white« 
This was the first washing 1 had witnessed since 
my arrival; and 1 assure you I was not a little 
amused. What trifles, you will say, at times, interest? 
me 1 They do so : but can you wonder at it, whew 
you consider. the local life I at present lead, and 
the circumscribed mariners of the people I art? 
among ? I am not permitted to visit the landing*^ 
place of the boats coming from the harbour ; that 
is out of bounds : and wh^n I walk about the tdwa 
the few individuals I meet are either Spaniards, 
moresque, or negroes ; for very few Indians, ifJ 
any, wi|l be seen in the Spanish settlements, except 
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1% the times of baften I have not had the plea- 
sure of seeing the gentleman from Conception j 
for, instead of dining with don Manuel, he had 
been summoned to attend the major-general. 
' Donna Louisa) giVes a grand entertainment thi^ 
evening, at which all the principal ladies in th6 
city are to be present. It is her husband*s birth- 
day ; and, as he is a great favourite with all ranks 
of people, it will be very brilliantly attended* 
Father Hernandez accompanies me. He is, I am 
certain, a very worthy character ; and I shall, during 
our walk, venture to prefer my request of being per- 
mitted to travel with him to the presidency, and he 
will tell me at once-whetheror not.it can be granted. 
Oh ! but I had like to have forgot : ' 1 have a 
commission for you to execute for donna Louisa^ 
She wishes you to procure her a complete set xjf- 
Handel's oratorios, which she means to send as a 
present to the convent of St. Benedict at Cordovo } = 
one of the community having expressed a great 
desire tb obtain them, in order that the Indians at 
the presidencies may be instructed to perform some 
of that immortal master's inimitable compositions, 
^he Indians, I am assured, are wonderful pro*- 
ficients in church music : for the fathers, on their 
first establishment, took the utmost pains to have 
the children taught that captivating art ; nor have 
the pupils ill repaid the trouble that wa$ taken 
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with than ? It^ough 1 am yej t^^ learn if they al:<k 
indulged in their u$ual !atteadajiae in the churches^ 
Vhich during the reign of the Jesuit^ was constant 
and unremiiting. Nothing can pljsa^ an Indiaa 
more than being employed' in any office iojin^i^ 
atcly about the church ; for that they regard as thi9 
uhimatum of all thar wishes i and those who^ by > 
their voices and. skill. in music Wisrie appointed 
cboinsters or performers in the bands of mwicaansi 
aittached to the divine service thought them^lves: 
the particular favourites of Heaven, and their 9pii« 
ritual guides &iJjed. not to encourage sjuch ide9^« 
It is therefore a great point of /sv&ulation in them 
to study music in a very assiduous manner^ and 
paintteg abo^ that they might, by the ej^ertjcm of 
their abilities, contribute towards the decoration of 
the house of God, and by their oflFerings secure 
for themselve$ a seat jn the mansions of eternal 
l^bs; and it h by such fascinating measures as 
these that so many have been converted. What a 
-pity it is the clea^gy of the reformed church «re 
not as indefatigable in the pursuit of proselytes as 
the superstitions Romans 1 whose zeal — real or pre- 
teftded^--for religion very few of our divines are* 
mud) inclined to nnitate^ I-et me, though, except 
from this charge of spiritual indolence that notabk. 
dass of labonrers in the vineyard of Christ, the 
i^ethodists, whp^ G^d speed them ! work as bard 
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in the caUse of the Lord as many of their disciples 
do in that of the devil. I cannot, however, some« 

I 

times help thinkings that the , industry of the 
"Whitfieldites is in general no better bestowed than 
that of the agriculturist in Scotland ; verifying an 
old vulgar proverb originally from Spain, and very 
much in request here, i. e. " Great try and little 
wool ! quoth the devil when he sheared his hogs/* 
Mercy upon me ! what must the blessed saints and 
holy martyrs think, when they look down from 
their celestial abodes and see religion made a trade 
pfr— Avarice the master. Fraud and Hypocrisy 
foremen in the shop,* and Ignorance the only pur* 
chaser ? At times! am really half inclined to fear, 
that if I leave this region of devotion at all in my 
senses I shall quit it an infidel^ or at best with iio 
better faith than a quaker's. Adieu ! Y.ours* 
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LETTER XIi; 

Convent afSt, Dominic, Aug. 1797. 

I HAVE succeeded, my friend, mmy 
;ipplication to father Hernandez, who, luckily for 
me, IS appointed to visit the presidency of Rioja 
Minor, on the banks of the great river Uraguay j; 
our sfuperior finding it necessary to have a father 
placed there whose urbanity of manners may con- 
ciliate the jarring interests which at present disturb 
the community* This is the true reason, as 
brother Jerome . informs me ; but the report in 
our house is, that the present rector of the parish 
is become too infirm to attend any longer to the 
laborious duties of his situation. 

The young missionaries that accompanied our 
superior are sent many leagues further up th« 
country : some to St. Lucia, others to St. Cruz, 
and the remainder as far as St. Juan Antistc, 
among the tribes or nation called Chiquitos ; from 
whence they are' to be still further dispersed, an 
entire change being about to take place in the 
missions. We are to leave this city as soon as the 
annual rains have ceased, which here descend with 
uncommon violence, attended with some of the 
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tijtost terrific thunder and lightning I ever witnessed^ 
t)uring vespers last evening a tremendous storm 
frame on^ and the chapel was illuminated with 
double the number of candles used at prayers ; but 
jBwe had little reason for doing so, for in one^ 
liUHnent the whole place seemed, one sheet of 
liquid fire, which played with apparent wantonness 
rounc} the image of the Virgin, which had been 
f^t up,^with a vast deal of ceremony, about twd 
hours before, that the fathers might supplicate her^ 
ahpuld occasion require her services ; which, as 
' they pre-imagined, actually was tKe case^ They 
therefore, as, the storm increased, fell down upon 
thieir knees at her feet, and with earnest supplica- 
^ tions implored her and saint Dominic to take their 
house and themselves under their protection. But, 
though they ptayed and stmg most devoutly and 
with all their might, the mother of God and the 
canpnised Dominic remained deaf to all their 
entreaties : and what aggravate'd the matter was, 
$hat a tree which grew close to the east end of the 
chapel, and had been in a tottering condition for 
some time, fell down at the moment when the 
fiithers' devotion was at its height, and, woeful to 
relate, dashed its branches through the chapel 
window^ aijd sacrilegeously threw down the 
blessed Virgin herself, with aU her glittering para- 
phernalia ; and even the image of St. Dominic, a 
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venerable old figure, had part of his nose and one 
of his hands knocked off. At this dreadful cata- 
strophe the whole community arose as with one 
consent, and fairly took to their heels across the 
court-yard, leaving the holy lady prostrate before 
the shrine of St. Dominic. 1 ran with the rest ; 
but I happened to be one of those usually in all 
foot races consigned to the devil— I mean the 
^hindmost. The pampero blew like a Jamaica 
tornado, and whistled through the long vaulted 
galleries with a horrid hollow violence. One clap 
of thunder succeeded another before we had time 
to say God preserve us! and sounded, as it ran 
along the concave of heaven, as though all the 
artillery of the skies was opened to annihilate us j 
while from the celestial watering-pot the rain 
descended in overwhelming torrents^ and quickly- 
deluged every street and garden. The bells of all 
the churches in the city were set a-ringing, in 
order, as they said, to allay the sound of the 
thunder. God knows how far this had any effect ; 
but the heavenly noises appeared to me completely 
to drown the terrestrial ones, and retain, as they 
ought, their pre-eminence. This scene, taken 
altogether, was qufte nouvelle to me ; but, notwith^ 
standing its terrors, I could not for the soul of me 
repress a smile when I turned my eyes around 
and saw the fathers, soihe upon their knees, some 
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upon their faces, and others throwmg the holy 
water about with as much profusion as the ladies 
of New York do the whitewash t their hands 
trembling, their eyes staring, and their features ' 
distorted into as many grotesque forms as there. 
were individuals. The fall of the Virgin was re- 
garded as ominous ; and in their terror they ex* 
pressed their apprehensions that it foreboded the 
downfal of their house. Possessed with this ' \ - 
alarming idea, they supplicated every saint in the 
calendar, except St. Dominic, to ward oflF the 
approaching evil : he, poor soul 1 was thought to 
have but little influence in heaven, or he would 
have taken care to prevent such a dreadful disaster ^ 
and disgrace. I joined in their prayers as devoutly 
as my risible faculties would permit ; for, maugre all 
my endeavours, the more I strove to conceal my 
merriment the more uncontrollable it appeared. I 
was therefore fain to hid^ my face on the ground, 
and let the effects of laughter pass for those of fear. 
Oh ! thought I, a» I lay in this manner, what 
i^ould their reverences say if they knew that in me, 
instead of a pious Catholic^ they had nursed an v 

abominable heretic ? The cause of the Virgin's 
downfal would be immediately accounted for, and 
I should be sent pellrm^U to perdition* However, 
luckily for me, all my actions were ascribed to 
4eyQtiQn,^{^d poor 3t* Pomi|ii(; was anathematised 
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in my stead. I could not help pitying the uffi. 
fortunate block, which will, no doubt, undergo g. 
severe castigation ; for that, 1 understand, is frev- 
quently his portion, when he does liot attend S6 
comphcently as he ought to his supplicant. But 
if tiieir prayers are granted his venerable figure is 
ornamented with flowers and beads ; nay some- 
times, on extraordinary occasions, they oblige him 
with new clothes : but this accident under his 
very nose will, I fear, keep him in- disgrace and 
dirty garments for a long time to come. 

From whence, my friend, does this superstitious 
bigotry proceed ? Is it from custom only, or ig- 
norant obstinacy, like the Israelites of qld ; or )8 
man naturally prone to idolatry ? I would wish to 
have this question satisfactorily answered, but don^f 
know how to go about it. If I ask a Catholic, he 
will tell me a long rigmarol of the necessity of; 
erecting images, and the efficacy of praying to themj 
since those they represent are in the presence of 
the Redeemer, and ever ready to attend to aijy 
petition that may be preferred to his representative, 
over whom each saint is supposed— considerate 
enough — to be eternally watching ; for celestial 
spirits are allowed to be present not only in heaven, 
but a thousand other places, near every ugly block 
their complaisant votaries may term their holy image. 

This religious absurdity brings to my mind a 
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foroi in our law, whi^rh says, " To be tried bpfore 
Qur lord the now king, before the king himself at 
Westminster in the county of,** &c. By which 
preamble our gracious sovereign is supposed to be 
present day after day in the court of King's-bench, 
there personally to hear and decide causes, when 
at the same time every body knows he never Was 
there in his life for any such purpose, nor ever 
will be : this is what I call lying by licence. But 
were I to start this simile to one of these pious 
fathers he would most devoutly cross himself, 
ium up the whites of his eyes, and implore the 
holy Virgin to protect him from such a miserable 
infidel, who certainly never could work his way 
out of purgatory after death, unless millions of 
^masses were said or sung for the redemption of his 
souL Now this is all stuff; and yet, my friend, I 
do not altogether deny the existence of a purgatory, 
nor the reaonableness of imploring the saints : but 
.then it must be to those only whom I reverence as 
such, not a sinful individual like myself, canonised 
only for his wealth or . power, but those that 
have suffered for the cross of Christ, and remained 
steadfast in their faith even unto death. There 
may be some reason in offering up our prayers to 
them, and that without the mockery of a carved 
^d painted image, made perhaps by a clumsy 
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carpenter, my next-door neighbour, and cursed 
by him a hundred times during the operation,, for 
being so devilish hard to cut. 

In the'first rude dark ages of Christianity, wheQ 
visible objects were necessary to work upon the 
senses of men, in order more clearly to demon- 
strate the truth of the doctrines inculcated by the 
preachers, images may have been of service to the 
cause of religion: but now, when mankind are 

' more enlightened, and the whole civilised world 
has learnt to distinguish for themselves between 
real and imaginary beings and sensible and in- 
sensible substances, what need is there of this idle, 
and I may add impious, idolatry ? I have in many 
instances before now 'preferred the ceremonies of 
the Greek church to those of the Roman ; pictures 
being, in jny opinion, much more intelligible re- 

/ presentatiyes of either men or things than a sense- 
less inexpressive piece of wood caryed into some- 
thing, and barely something, like the human form. 
But it is ridiculous to attempt to convince those 
who are grounded in their absurd prejudices of 
the absurdity of them ; it is -some such event as 
that of the Virgin's downfal which I believe must 
work the reformation. 

- The young novices-*— who I very well know are 
jfio real devotees— were, I cquld plainly perceive. 
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US much tickled with the ludicrousness of the ad- 
venture as myself} and had it not thundered so 
tremendously would hive sought an opportunity 
of intimating to me tiiat they thought it a good 
practical joke, and enjoyed the fathers' perplexity ; 
for, by every glance they cast upon me when we 
reached the refectory in safety, I was convinced 
they h^ had as much trouble as myself to refrain 
from laughing aloud at the distress and dismay of 
the elders. This circumstance has given me fre;sh 
reason to' believe that superstition and bigotry are 
.about to quit these regions, as they have already 
done the European continent ; and I do not know of 
any comer of the globe they can take shelter in when 
driven from hence. The Portuguese, it is true, 
still retain their ancient bigotry ; but I am of opi- 
nion, that when the prince regent ascends- the 
throne the reign of monks and Jesuits, with their 
relics and' idolatrous trumpery, will go nigh to be 
transplanted to the bottom of the Tagus : for^ if 
I may prognosticate as to the probable event of 
things, extra-devotion must fly the realm, or 
Lusitania will no longer . remain subject to the 
house of Braganza. Strange mutations in church 
arid stat^ have taken place since the French re^ 
volution, and still stranger will follow before the 
republican mania 'ceases to operate. The liberty 
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which the ecclesiastics enjoy here enables them to 
mix in all companies, and, as this is a maritime 
town, they hav^ opportunities of learning in- 
telligence sooner than those in the more remote 
parts of the continent. When out on visits they 
indulge in excesses even more than the laity, and 
when they return to the conveht they are not 
always upon their guard. But what they have 
learned out is sometimes, in an unguarded moment,' 
related within ; the novices get, hold of 'it, and 
make their own remarks, which, 1 assure you, 
are not very confined, for they indulge pretty. 
. freely in conversation upon subjects which, ^ 
few years ago, they hardly dared think upon, 
and the mention of which would have procured 
them very severe cotporeal punis&ment ; but such 
punctilios are noW but little regarded. Piety evei\ 
seems to hide her head, and shrink abashed 2,t 
some of their sallies ; ^nd the freedom which the 
women enjoy here does not a little encourage the 
growth of infidelity, I have talked several times 
•with don Manuel upon this particular, and h^ 
declares that the stafe winks at the dissolute lives 
of the clergy, that they may, by their example, 
give a new turn to the modes of worship formerly 
observed by the Jesuits, and, by the levity of 
their conduct, lessen the reverence with which th^ 
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Indians were wont to regard their religious gor 
vernors ; whose interest among the natives the 
court has long been jealous of, and wished tq 
vmd^rmine. How far this may be good policy I 
will not pretend to say, \>ut it certainly has $ 
Vpry destructive and dangeroug appear^ince, 
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LETTER XXn, 

* 

Convent of St, Dominic, Sept. 17g7. 

Every thing is now prepared for 
our departure : father HernandesJ honours me with 
hist confidence, and purposes to make mcf his 
secretary on the journey, which will be a very 
long one. We are to go by water in three balsas^ 
a kind of boat used for the river navigation : two 
are to convey us and our attendants, and the third 
, our provisions and other necessaries. 

I shall now have the satisfaction of seeing the 

more irembte banks of the Paraguay^ or Plata, 

and the Uraguay ; which latter empties itself into 

the former many leagues beyond Buenos Ayres, 

My friends, don Manuel and donna Louisa,' regret 

much my resolution of leaving them, and harbour 

tnany apprehensions that I shall never return* 

They have exerted all the influence they have over 

me to dissuade me from my purpose; but my 

resolutioil once fixed, I assured them no argu^ 

ments could shake it : besides, I considered the 

permission of going as a very great compliment 

paid me by the father, whose good opinion \ 

could not, by any means, think of abusing. 
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The bishop and governor have both been in- 
formed of my design, and have very, obligingly 
offered their services, if in any shape I should 
require them. By the bye, I cannot help thinking 
they are glad to get me out of the town ; though 
for what reason, except my being an Englishman, 
I really cannot imagine, nof do I much trouble 
my head to discovei'. 

Our travelling company will consist of father 
H/as father provincial, attended by a young 
brother in the character of father companion, two 
novices, and myself. Some Indians from the 
presidency are to take us into their balsas a short 
distance from the city. This part of the journey 
we go by land: it is only about five or six leagues; 
for we do not enter upon the water at the mouth 
of the harbour, because of the difficulty the balsa$ 
find in navigating the Plata, especially near Buenos 
Ayres, which has no shelter from the winds, and 
the little creek which runs through the town is not 
by any means calculated to receive the Indian boats. 

Provisions for our voyage are already laid in ; 
that is to say, bread made of maize, the native 
corn of this country, which is very wholesome, 
but by no means so palatable as our European 
wheat, which is grown here in small quantities, 
only just enough to make cakes or pastry for the 
grandees and clergy* This maize, variously pre« 
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pated, forms the principal part of the diet of the 
Indians and negroes. The animal food that Vre 
may want \5^ill be procured as we proceed along 
by the Indians, who are, it seems, very expert at 
all kinds of hunting. Brother Jerome has fur- 
nished me with linen and clothes fit for the 
journey, the most plain and simple that can be 
imagined : my whole dress consists, besides my 
shift, of a pair of black or grey worsted stockings^ 
a black waistcoat, and breeches quite plain, and ovet 
them a grey robe, not unlike a domino, fastened 
at the neck with a button and loop, and round the 
waist wdth 'a leathern .belt and buckle ; the sleeve* 
^e wide and long, ' so that I am obliged to turn 
t}iem up half way from the wrist. A large black 
hat, of capacious dimensions, completes this eleg^it 
attire j which were I to wear in the streets of 
London would procure me as many attendants as 
a catawbaw Indian, or the Turkish ambassador : 
but it is the costume of those that accompany the 
missions ; of course I can have no reasonable oI> 
jec^ion to it. I know not how I shall be able to 
remit my letters to you after I leave this town : 
but I shall, nevertheless, continue to write j and if 
you do not receive any letters from me conclude 
I am at too remote a distance to forward them to 
Europe. I have written to New York, and don 
IMIanuel has undertaken to manage my affairs in 
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that quarter. I have made another offering to the 
convent : and brother Jerome I have privately 
remunerated for the many friendly services he has 
rendered me. He pressed very earnestly to ac- 
company us ; but the society, I believe, consider 
his services in too valuable a light to be readily 

I 

dispensed with. God bless you ! Commend me to 
all those whom you Jtnow I hold in dear remeni* 
brance. 

Ever yourg. .-; 
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LETt£li XlIIL 

/ 

\ FrcsidencyqfRiojaMiiiorjNov.lfQf, 

Many weeks have elapsed since I 
last took up my pen to address you* Thank 
Heaven, I am in good health and spirits, and not 
9Jt all ill pleased with my situation, though in the 
midst of woods and wilds; for although I am lodged 
^in what they call a town I can scarcely see a house 
near me, the streets are so intersected with trees^ , 
We left Buenos Ayres on the fifth of Sep^ 
lember, in the major-general's private coach: 
father Hernandez, the father companion, the two 
young novices, and myself. The Indians of ouf 
company were waiting for us at the harbour oi 
Rio de las Conchas, about six leagues above Bu-< 
^os Ayres, to reach which we had to pass over a 
part of the plains of Las Pampas : on the way I 
saw the Indians and negroes killing the black cattle 
for their hides, which form the principal part of 
the exports from the, harbours" on the Plata. Their 
method is singular, and very dextrous; but to 
me it seems a savage occupation. The cattle here 
•run wild over a plain many hundred miles in ex* 
tent ; and when th& natives are employed to pro 
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cure a large quantity of hides they go out in 
parties, each furnished with a kind of sling or dart, 
armed at one end >^rith an iron, shaped lilte a cre- 
scent and extremely sharp: ,this weapon they 
throw at the beasts as they fly, and seldom if ever 
miss their aim of ham-stringing them. As sqpn as 
the poor animal feels himself wounded he stag- 
gers, drops, and lies helpless on the ground at the 
mercy of his assailant. The hunter, seeing him fall, 
does not stop to kill him immediately, but goes on 
wounding more in the same manner ; and this he 
continues doing until he is either tired or the pvu*- 
suit or has maimed the number he wants : he 
then leaves off, and, when he has taken some re- 
freshment, returns and finally dispatches them* 
Formerly several hundreds were killed in this maa. 
ner at every hunting, and no part of them pre- 
served but their tongues, hides, and fat ; the rest 

. of the carcass used to be left on the spot to. be 
devoured by the tigers and birds of prey, who 
are always hovering near the smell of blood : but 
now, father Hernandez informs me, they ♦re be-, 
come more careful of the cattle, which are foimd 
not to multiply so fast as formerly, so that 
part *of the meat is now preserved in the Indian 
manner, and sold to the vessels that touch at 
Buenos Ayres. This newly-introduced article of 

.commerce is found, to be very advantageous to tl^e 

N 
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country people ; and is therefore encouraged by 
the governor, who, take him for all in all, is a 
tolerably good kind of a master, and would appear 
a better if he had not so many jackanapeses in 
office under him. I do not wonder at the herbage 
on these immense plains growing sa excessively 
thick and high, since it is so often for many miles 
drenched with blood ; not to mention the over- 
flowing of the river, which happens immediately 
after the heavy rains, and leaves a rich slime be- 
nind, not unlike that described by travellers as 
occasioned by the inundation of the Nile. What 
rich pastures would not these fertile acres make 
in the hands of an English farmer ! and corn could 
be'raised, were the plains enclosed, with half the 
labouf requisite in our country. The soil is so 
over-rich, it would not need manure of any kind : 
iNature here appears to take the toil into her own 
hands, and to require but very little trouble on 
the part of the agriculturist ; and in the hands 
of Nature I doubt all will remain while Span- 
ish oppression continues to counteract the bless- 
ings of Heaven. The few houses we passed on our 
journey were all of them surrounded with trees, 
set close to each other in rather a regular manner; 
but n^ne that J could see were more than one ^ 
Btory high. When we reached the harbour of 
Las Conchas we found the balsas ranged in order 
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close to the shorej on which stood twd hduSes irt-i 
habited by Creoles, who are placed there by the 
bishop with a small annual stipend : indeed hi^ 
holy eminence is in all respects^ a vety humane 
good man^ and takes dare to provide fot* all his 
domestics as soon as they attain an age that inca-^ 
pacitates them for work* In one of these houses^ 
which are appropriated entirely to the entertain- 
ment of travellers, we found a very agreeable re- 
freshment of fruit, cakes, honey, and Canary wine* 
In the other house was provided beef, Indian bread, 
and chica : this last is a kind of fermented drink not 
unlike bur porter; it is made from j)ounded maize^ 
dried over the fire, and then put into earthen Ves- 
sels filled with water, where it is left a certain tim^ 
to ferment,' and when it ceases to work it is fit to 
drink, which the Indians do to an excess whenever 
they can procure it. When our repast was over^ 
prayers were said by father Hernandez, and with 
his benediction the servants of the major-general 
returned to Buenos Ayres, while we entered the 
balsas. In the first were the two fathersj attended 
by ten -Indians and two negroes j in the next 
were the two novices and myself, with the like 
number of attendants ; and in the third balsa were 
four Indians, and as \pany negroes, with our pro- 
visions and baggage- We soon quitted the har-. 
bour de la Conchas, and entered upon the Plata, 
which we navigated in rather a zigzag direction, 

1^ 2 
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by reason of the manyi shoals with which this river 
abounds, and the multiplicity o£ islands that are 
strewed in all directions, which make a very pleas- 
ing appearance : but the travelling this way is ex- 
tremely tedious, as the balsas are ol:)liged to 'keep 
constantly near shore^'dr rather to pass from is- 
land to island, being by their formation incapable 
of resisting any violence of weather. They do 
not use sails, but row along in a very slow 
and quiet manner : four constantly ply the oar, 
and are relieved every two hours. The room— 
if I may so call it — in which we were accommo- 
dated,, was about nine feet long, covered with skins 
of tigers. On this is spread a mattress the whojc 
breadth of the balsa, which is enclosed about four 
feet high with a kind of raiUng made of bamboo, 
round which is hung a sort of coarse cloth manu- 
factured by the Indians. The top is covered with 
manicoe or palm leaves so neatly fitted, that not 
the least drop of wet can penetrate : this room is 
left open in the front wide enough to admit two 
persons at a time, though in a stooping j)osition ; 
and \v^hen within you must either sit or lie along, 
for you cannot stand upright. The apartment is 
furnished with every convenience for the voyage, 
and we can repose very much at our ease in this 
American treckschuyt conveyance. We rowed 
fall forty leaguea up La Plata, crossing from island 
to island until we reached the opposite shore in 
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order to gain the river Uraguay, >yhich empties 
itself into the Plata about two hundred leagues 
from the sea. But at its mouth an island ob- 
structed our entrance, leaving only a very narrow 
channel for the boats to pass through ; our rowers 
were therefore obliged Jio coast nearly the whole 
length of the island before they could get into the 
current, which alone leads every vessel into the 
Uraguay. This riv^r diflfers widely from, the Plata 
in every respect, but chiefly in being infested with 
rocks instead of sands — for infested it certainly is. 
I had been in I\ppes, that as soon as we had quitted 
the Plata we should proceed without stopping at 
night, as hitherto we had constantly done ; for no. 
balsa will vditure far from shore, by reason, of 
their being obliged to cast anchor as ^oon as it is 
dark, under cover either of the river bank or one 
of the islands', to avoid the danger of striking on 
one of the rocks and getting: wrecked ; for those 
-accidents are' very frequent to the river naviga^ ' 
tors of Paraguay. Our company not being over- 
numerous — 1 mean of Europeans — we coiild not' 
make our voyage very diverting, unless when 
the balsas anchored for the night ; when the first 
thing the Indians did was to offer up their prayers 
to: the Virgin, in ,wnich we, the superiors, very 
iievoutly joined. This important business dis- 
patched, they immediately prepared to ^et their 
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suppers, at which they are very expert. They 
quickly kindle a fire, and the provisionsj^ if not 
ready cooked, are put upon stakes of wopd after 
the manner of a spit, but sharp at both ends : one 
point they stick into the earth close to the fire, 
and when they think the lowest part of the meat 
is. sufficiently done they turn ends with the spit; 

r 

,and as they are not in the habit of dressing turbot 
by a stop-watch, like our English epicures, the 
roast is soon ended, and as soon eaten with sur- 
prising goiit, without either bread, salt, or vege- 
table. When their meal is dispatched — and they 
are not long abput it, as no chica is allowed to be 
drank — they spread a good quantity of skins on the 
ground, and, without any covering besides the 
trees, betake themselves to rest ; not in the least 
troubling themselves about any precautions to 
guard against the, wild beasts and reptiles, which 
they say the fire will suffice to drive away. How- 
ever, their security had like to have cost them 
dear In one instance. We had, as usual, put into 
z smaV creek to take our dinner, and father Her- 
nandez proposed staying about two .or three hours 
to examine the remains of a presidency which 
about eight months since was destroyed by 2, tribe 
pf wild Indians, who, like the Arabs, are eter- 
nally wandering about, and, like them too^ are all 
pxpert horsemen. We had all quitted the bal- 
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tzsj and were variously employed. Some of the 
Indians were gathering wood for firing, three were 
fishing— the Uraguay abounds with excellent fish 
of almost every kind~vand others were gone to 
try their luck in the woods. Father . Hernandez, 
his companion^ the novices^ and myself, were strol- 
ling round the church — which had been left by the 
destroyers uninjured, as had also the burying- 
ground— when we were alarmed by three of our 
Indians running out of the wood and shrieking 
most horridly. We immediately made towards 
them ; but you may imagine our terror when we 
perceived they were pursued by a female tiger of 
enormous size, and a yoimg cub as ferocious as 
herself. She had been wounded in her breast and 
on^ of her fore legs, which, while it retarded her 
pace, augmented her fury. The father companion, 
with great presence of mind, ran to the fire, and 
snatched a flaming brand ; the two services and 
myself followed his example ; and we placed our- 
selves directly between the Indians and their pur- 
suers. 

The blaze arrested their pace for a moment, 
and luckily gave time for two of the negroes to 
discharge their fowling-pieces : one of the shots 
took effect in the body of the mother, and the 
other killed the cub. The tigress was now more 
^pr?tge4 th^ ever, ^d instantly reared on hc^ 
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hiiidlegs. to seize the fathet companion, who was 
nejtrest, when the flying Indians, wiio had rallie4 
jmd returned to the spot, thrust two spears into the 
breast of the angry animal^ who immediately fell, 
and, dreadfully howlijig, expired. 

For my own part, I hardly knew what I did : 
the suddenness of the attack, and fright lest the In- 
dians should not escape, had an effect upon- .me I 
never experienced before. However, I presently 
' recovered myself, and ran up to assist father Her- 
nandez, who, in coming towards us, had unfortu- 
nately stept upon a viper which had turned round 
. - hi^ leg, and he was too much terrified to attempt 

^ to disengage himself. I caught the reptile by the 

throat, and, untwining it, held its head down with 
tny foot, and crushed it to pieces; then called the 
father companion to assist me in bearing fathec 

• Hernandez to the fire, where we examined the " 

^ound and applied some of the jiiice of the mapal- 
chaco— an herb peculiar to the province of Tucur 
man, used as an antidote for animal poisons — with 
which travellers are always provided in case of ac- 
cidents. When our confusion had a little subsided 
we looked round, to see if we had all our company 
complete ; and found that one Indian was missing. 
This threw us into fi;esh alarms; and, anxious to be * 
certain of his fete, I requested the two novices to stay 
by father Hernandez, while myself and the father 
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fiompanion^with two negroes, entered the wood. We 
endeavoured to retrace the Steps of the men whose 
rencontre had occasioned us so much ^larm. They 
had informed us which way they had taken, which 
was through a thicket of underwood about half a 
mile from the scene of action, when just at the 
..moment they had taken a level at a deer the ti- 
gress made her appearance. They turned and 
discharged their jSeces, which, being aimed in aa 
oblique direction had not the desired effect, as the 
beast,, though wounded, did not fall. They im- 
mediately took to their heels, without once recol- 
lecting their companion, who had pushed on before 
them, in pursuit of a wild boar. This was but a • , 
sorry account to enable us to trace the poor fellow^ 
whom we at every step expected to find either torn 
to, pieces or mortally wounded by the rattle-snslkej; 
for our fears conjured, up a thousand dangers,, ^ 
which were greatly increased when, after two"^^ 
hours' fruitless search, we were obliged to return 
towards the shore without having made the smallest ^ 
discovery that could assist us in ascertaining his 
fate. We were therefore proceeding very discon- 
solately back to our party, when, as we turned a 
•corner of the burying-ground wall, who should we * 
behold but the lost sheep, laden with the carcasses 
of a wild boar and a young fawn. The former he ' 
«qemed to thmk a little too heavy for him, and was ' VJL 
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muttering to himself respecting it^ at the samt 
time very devoutly anathematising his companions 
who he thought had deserted him. 

We hollaed for joy that we had found him y 
when he threw down his burden, and, staring, asked 
us, very sulkily, what we meant by finding him. 
We now perceived that he was ignorant of our 
adventure with the tiger, which we informed him 
of. He stood silent for a moment, and then ex- 
claimed— ' I only wish I had been there;' she 
should hardly have made such an uproar : I wouFd 
l)ave shewn you how to have managed her.* ' Oh 
Christ ! then,' said I, ' I wish you had been there. 
I should have been very happy to see such won- 
derliil manoeuvres.' We hastened to father Her- 
nandez with our new-found companion and the 
provender he had procured us, which our other 
people made haste to prepare for the spits. Fa- 
" ther Hernandez was very ill, owing to the double 
fright he had experienced j and his indisposition 
alarmed us very much, as we had near twenty 
leagues to travel before we could obtain any as^ 
sistance, when we should reach the presidency of 
St. Andrea, which has been recently established, in 
the room of that destroyed by the wild Indians : 
however^ we conveyed hira to the balsa, where T 
proposed to the father companion to bleed him. 
He consented ; and I performed the operatioa with 
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an English lancet, as my case of instruments had 
not been taken from me either at Monte Video or 
Buenos Ayres. Our little company were all very 
mihappy at th6 illness of the good father : however^ 
in three days U^ was pretty well recovered j but the 
leg still Continued much inflamed, and displayed as 
many colours as the back of the' reptile that in- 
jured him, which was of a beautifvil dark blue, 
tinged with light gr^en, yellow, and brown j the 
belly was perfectly white and smooth, and the 
creature altogether was about three feet long. 

I fomented the leg every three or four hours 
Wth a decoction of herbs. The poison was perfectly 
drawn by the application of the mapalchaco, but 
I could not with all my care restore the limb to its 
proper colqur : this alarmed the father, and for 
his sake I was anxious to reach the presidency^as 
soon as possible ; but this was not to l>e ; for the 
next morning a sudden and violent storm came 
pn, we were obliged to lash the balsas securely to 
^he shore, and were glad to remain under their 
friendly covering foi? near twelve hours. The storm 
raged with as much violence. as that I witnessed at 
Buenos Ayres ; and when it in some respects subf 
sided, the wind still continued too high to admit 
of our leaving the creek, which was happily shel- 
tered from mischief on the land side by some very 
high hills, or rather mountains, to the north. Wc 
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continued, therefore, at anchor three days longer^ 
and our people every morning.ventured again into 
the woods, nor ever returiied without good store 
of provisi,ons j and, God knows, wq hiad need of 
plenty, for the Indians are most tremendous eaters^ 
The fathers and we novices had some fish, caught 
and dressed for ourselves; but, though the fish «e 
' in themselves delicious, I could not relish them, for 
want of butter and vinegar, neither of which could 
I procure, though I had plenty of orange and le- 
mon juice, but that was not what I wanted* I 
therefore chummed with the Indians, and, as the 
air from the river seemed to give every one a-very 
keen appetite, I ate most surprisingly of every 
thing they set before me. Hunger, you will say, 
aeeds^no sauce ; and I never saw the prOverb more 
truly verified than during this journey 4 but, hun- 
gry as I waS, I coiild not eat my meat without salt 
and biscuit : my companio^s, though, \vere not so 
delicate. 

The third day after the storm I went ashore 
in the morning to gather some herbs for the 
father, when I took a slight sketch of the; 
phurqh of the ruined presidency dedicated tcfSan 
Isidro. 

' The ruins had been pretty well cleared away, as 
had likewise the underwood, which in the neighs 
boujhood was very plentiful; so that a large space 
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before the church was entirely free from tree or 
shrub. The cross in front was elevated on a . 
round base of earth covered with grass, and had a 
very agreeable appearance, from the extreme whitfe- 
ness and roundness of the stone. This erection of 
the cross is, in my opinion, one of the best appen- 
dages to the Roman faith ; and I wish there was 
one attached to every Protestant church. The 
trees to the right of the building had evidently 
been much thinned as far as the base of the ad- 
jacent hills, but the country all round seemed one 
entire forest. All along the bank? of the Ura- 
guay, indeed, there is no want of the thick dark 
waving woods I so much regretted on my first ar- 
^ riv^l at Buenos Ayres, or rather at Monte Video j 
but, except the hills to the back of the presidency, 
I could not discover any that deserved that name 
to the right of the i:iver. The woods, as far as I . 
penetrated them in search of the herb, appeared to 
abound with every kind of tree or shrub that I had 
before seen on this great continent, with the addition -^ 
of lAany others to which I was a perfect stranger ; 
*but they are so thick set with underwood a&to be 
almost impervious either to man or beast : a great; 
many of the latter, though, do contrive, by some ^\ - 
means or other, to take up their habitations there, 
which I had a convincing proof of; but they 
jseemed by their insolence to consider themselves 
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as the sole lawful proprietors of those immense td* 
rests, and every traveller as ah invader of theii* 
rights. I no longer wondpred at the extraordinary 
size of the animals which I had heard frequent 
mention of at Buenos Ayres, for they range the 
woods at pleasure, and prey upon each othpr as^ 
their hunger prompts; for here, as among men, the 
"Weakest ever becomes the prey of the strongest^ 

We left this place, which in remembrance of our 
adventure I termed Tiger Creek. On the morning 
of the ninth day after our arrival father Hernandez 
was better, and no danger was to be apprehended 
^om the hurt in his leg* Our .people had taken 
care to lay in a good stock of provisions, which 
they stowed in a very careful manner, that they 
might not, they said, hate any occasion to battle 
with the tigers again for a dinner. The skin of 
the (^e we killed they spread over the top of the 
balsa, where between t^ic sun and the wind it soon 
got dry. 

We had not rowed along above an hour and a 
half when we were agreeably surprised with the 
sight of two balsas laden with various articles 
which some Indians on board were taking to the 
jfresidency of St. Cruz, situated among the Guara- 
nis^ a nation not as yet very well known ; but there 
are several towns established among them which 
they told us bade fair to be very considerable, as 
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the converted Indians were daily increasing. These 
men, nineteen in number, appeared to be all very ' 
active, intelligent, and good-natured ; and, if the 
countenance may be considered as the index of 
the heart, I should pronounce them all better 
Christians than any of the Spaniards 1 have mixed 
with at Buenos Ay res. Father Hernandez asked 
them several questions in the Indian language—, 
which of course I did not understand — and the 
answers they made seemed to give him great satis- 
faction : four of them spoke very good Spanish, 
They offered us, in the most friendly manner, part 
of every thing they had, and seemed hurt at our 
refusing to accept it ; but the good father assured 
them we had plenty of every article sufficient to 
supply us till we reached St. Andrea, which wc 
hoped to do in four days, if we were not visited by 
any more squalls. They were satisfied ' with this ; 
and father Hernandez gave the cacique a case of 
needles, and some relic, but I forget what : how- 
ever he received it very gratefully, and in return 
presented the father with a beautiful basket made 
of reeds of various Colours, woven in a very in- 
genious manner ; and with this interchange both 
parties were highly pleased. The Indians kept u6 
company two days, halted as we halted, and prayed 
^s we prayed to a picture of the Virgin, which was 
eyery night placed on a kind of altar, raised by 
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gathering a few long stones and laying them ond 
above the other, uuder the shade of the fairest tre^ 
they could pick out : the picture was elevated on 
the stories, and the evening song to the Virgiii 
began, in which we all joined j two pr three 
short prayers followed ; and lather Hernandez 
closed the ceremony with his benediction. .The 
picture remained on shore till we re-embarked, 
wiien it was replaced with great ceremony in the 
principal balsa. On the morning of the third day 
we parted from our friendly companions. Out 

company turned into a branch of the river which 

* 

was to conVey us to the place of our destination, 
and the Indians continued onwards up the maiu 
stream. Father Hernandez spoke Highly in praise 
of the rector of St. Cruz, whom he had known 
ever since they were children together. He was 
born, he said, at Buenos Ayres, and, though pos*- 
sessed of a plentiful estate, had relinquished all the 
' comforts and pleasures his riches could have pYo- 
cured him to become a priest, and had. carried to 
the presidency a considerable sum of money, which 
l^e was hourly employing in acts of kindness 
among the Indians ; and by the gentleness of his 

■ /manners and universal philanthropy he has gained 
over more souls to the faith of Christ in a few 
months than many others have done in the like 

_ number of years% Not the smallest complaint has 
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fver reached the bishop since this good man was 
appointed rector, and the town is daily increasing 
j^ot only JA religious coliverts but every useful art^ 
for he has at his oym expence fetched from 
puoiQS Ayres many enterprising, artisans, to whonn 
he has given |he most liberal encouragement ; 
and, ^s he found the Indians very apt to learn, 
he sparred no expence to have them instructed. 

^ I wish/ said father Hernandez, with an affecting 
^hake of his head as he concluded this account, ^ I 
yfiah there were more such truly pious Christians 
to study as well the temporal welfare of their flock 
as the spiritual. There would not then so often 
be occasion for references to the bishop, since 
pvery good man may always govern his community 
in peace and regularity, but a bad one cannot, for 
^bitrary power was never yet productive of any 

. thipg but evil.' He paused, atid seemed to reflect 
for a time, on some very material subject; when» 
suddenly starting, he asked, with some degree of 
quickness, in what manner our clergy in England 
conducted themselves ? I had forgot to tell you, 
that from the day of our leaving the creek I re- 
mained in : the first balsa with him and the fatter 
companion, that J might be handy to render him 
any little service he might stand in need of ; he 
having formed an idea, from the ready manner i^ 

\which I bkd bim^ that I possessed A comp^^snt . 
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knowledge of medicine and surgery. I was rathef 
$urpri^ed at his question ; and, indeed, knew hor 
exactly what to answer, since ,1 was ignorant in 
what manner the Romish clergy were organised in 
my native country. I therefore merely observed, 
that the laws of England restricted the clergy very 
much ; but, so far as they were allowed to act 
freely, I did believe very few laid themselves open* 
to censure : for in respect to local temporal con- 
cerns they never openly interfered, as these matters 
were left either to the inspection of the magistrates, 
or the care of individuals themselves. The hther 
companion observed, that in that case they -must 
live much happier lives than the religious in South 
Ainerica, since worldly affairs must engross and 
perplex great part of the latters* time, especially 
when the rector is burthened with a very large 
Community ; for though he can answer for the 
propriety of his own conducf, it is next to im» 
possible to secure the exact observance of existing, 
laws in those employed under him, who but too 
often exhibit very doubtful examples to the poor 
Indians, who are taught to seek in them for every* 
vimie, as the exact patterns of the God whose re^ 
prcsentatives they are. ^ But,* said I, * father, 
there are many among the missionaries who really 
Reserve the high opinion the poor Indians form of 
■them.* * True, my son,* replied father Hemandexr, 
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^ there are ; and were they all like the primitive 
Others who first planted the blessed gospel in this 
great country, what a harvest might not the 
servants of our holy Redeemer now have had to 
reap ! But, alas ! I fear too many tares are sowdt 
.among the wheat, and the evil one has but too 
inuch reason to rejoice in his success/ He then 
proceeded to give me the history of 'the presidency 
to /which we were going, and which, eight year& 
ago, was one of the most flourishing and happy 
throughout the province ; but the worthy rector 
dying full of years, and the blessings of every sur- 
rounding being, another was appointed to succeed 
him from among the . brothers of St. Augustine. 
He had lived long at Buenos Ayres, and was 
esteemed a very good kind of a man. , For some 
time after his arrival at Rioja Minor — the name of 
the presidency — he justified the good opinion which 
had been formed of him ; but, on a sudden, he 
became lax in his duty, and regardless of those 
intrusted to his care: he forgot his clerical cha^ 
racter, and associated with none but those ap* 
pointed to command- the military. .His whole 
time was occupied in studying their tactics, and 
the care of souls was left entirely to the infericwr 
clergy, and those were incompetent to the duty 
required. They could not administer extrenie 
unction to the sick, nor baptize infifUits : , they 

a 
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could hot cekbrate high mass, nor, in fact, di8« 
chargte any of the more material offices incumbent 
(Ml the rector to perform. The fiscal seeing the 
father negligent in the perfdrmance of his duty, 
slackeiied ht* his own ; and the tenientes, or lieu* 
tetibnts under the commandant, from the force of 
bad example became careless in theirs also ; so 
that in a few months all was confusion and dis« 
order : the caciques alone remained stedfast in their 
tonduct. These worthy Indians, finding at last 
that the presidency was on the very brink of ruin, 
sent off some of their faithful people with ah 
Account of their situation to Buenos Ayres. The 
bishop immediately ordered pur superior frdm St. 
Dominic's thither, to find out the cause of thefar 
complaints, and remedy the evil. This good man 
was fint to see the young people he took with him 
isafe tp Cordovo, where the young missionaries arc 
to stay till father Pablo return : but, unhappily for 
him, he found on his arrival that the evil had 
taken too deep a root, and nothing less than the 
removal of every one in office could restore peaces 
•He has therefore sent these thoughtless men to 
Cordovo, from whence they will be conveyed to 
Buenos Ayres ; for they must not be chastised fol* 
their folly on the spot, since that might lower the 
character of the clergy in the estimation of the 
Indians- — k circumstance they are pertinaciously^ 
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careful to prevent. Tlie next step taken by o,ur 
iuperior was to send to his convent for a father ta 
take upon him the care of the presidency; zfi^ 
iather Hernandez being appointed, he only waited 
the superior's coming to set pff to Cordovo. * If/ 
taid that holy man, ^ I am fortunate enough to re* 
itore peace, and bring .things back to their former 
happy state, I shall not have lived in vain; but 
God and the blessed saints alone can tell how I 
;halt succeed/ He then proceeded to tell me, tha^ 
having observed in me an earnest desire to see 
more of the country than I could ever hope foir, 
unless in times of peace as a merchant, he thought 
be could not oblige me more than by taking me 
ixrith him on his journey ; and as he knew he 
should at times ^ stand very much in need of a 
friend in whom he could confide, and I was there 
without any material ties to coQtrol me, or any 
hopes er expectations of any kind but those of 
every honest man, he was df opinion that in me 
he should find a gentleman whose advice and 
judgment he could with security rely on. He 
said he should have no objection to my returning 
to Buenos Ayres after I had made some stay with 
him ; but he requested I would pledge myi honour 
^hat what he had then related, and likewise all 
that might happen in the presidency during my 
lesidence there^ whicbil must oi[ course be privy 
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to, should never be made known by me to any 
individual in that country ; it being a max^im in, 
tbfe church to keep its secrets within its own 
bosom, and those that lay open any intrusted to 
their charge expose themselves to the severest cen- 
sures of it. ' But, I think,* added the father, * you 
are not now to learn what is due to the servants 
of .God and our holy religion.' When he ceased 
speaking, surprise at the confidence he had re« 
posed in me prevented my immediate reply ; but, 
apologising for my tardiness, I assured him in the 
most solemn manner, that every thing he had said 
shoved faithfully remain a secret in my own bosom 
from the knowledge of any one on this continent ; 
and so far from wishing to return to Buenos 
' Ayres, I could assure him that till I was at liberty 
to return to my own country, I should deeni 
myself extremely happy in being permitted to 
remain with, him ; and if by any means I could 
render myself of service, so as partly to return his 
friendship, it would give me the greatest possible 
pleasure. He thanked me in a most affectionate 
manner, and soon after this conversation we lay 
down to repose. The wind blew fresh, and I 
wrapped my head up in a long mantle of blu€ 
cotton ; it being customary here, when going to 
sleep, to cover the head and face entirely over, in - 
order to prevent the flies or other insects from 
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awaking you, I had scarcely composed myself to 
sleep) when the balsa struck with great violence, 
against a sunken rock,^ which our Indians had not 
discovered. We all started up in a moment, and 
sprung forward ; but,, luckily, she was soon got off 
without any yery material damage. We then 
stood away for a small island about a mile distant ; 
the river we were on being much narrower, and 
more interspersed with islands, than the'Uraguay« 
The other two balsas had escaped the danger, an4 
plied their oars freely. They anchored before us^ 
and were on shore ready to assist in drawing ours 
to land. As soon as we were safe on terra 
iirma, we paid, as usual, our devotions to the 
Virgin ; and, without even staying to eat, the 
Indians set about examining the bottom of the 
vessel : two of them, and one negro, plunging into 
the wiater, and diving underneath it. They pre- 
sently arose, and* said the hurt was very trifling ; the 
rock having only slightly grazed the bottom of 
one of the canoes. Apropos, I should tell you 
here how the balsas are constructed. There are 
two canoes to each, longer or shorter according to 
the number of persons the balsa is to convey. 
These canoes are formed put of hollowed trees, 
which are felled on purpose, generally of some 
light timber ; and the Indians are very dextrous in 
hollowing them to a great nicety. When the 
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inside is prepared, the ends are closed ixrith af 
weaving of bamboo and slips of manicoe leaves,' 
which are woven so extremely close, that neither' 
water nor air can penetrate* This weaving runs^ 
out m a sharp point, two feet, and sometimes more> 
beyond each end ; for stem and stem, as the sailor^ 
say, are both alike in appearance ; so they may be 
navigated either way, like the funnies on the river 
Thames. The two canoes are lashed ti^t to each 
other by means of ropes made from the bark of 
trees, which I am informed is much stronger and 
tougher than hemp ; and indeed I am inclined to 
believe it, for were the ropes not composed of 
very strong materials it' would be impossible for 
the balsas to a'esist the fury of. the winds, which 
seem to blow here, when they do begin, as if 
determined to carry all before them: however,' 
thank God, we did not encounter any of their 
violence after leaving Tyger creek. When the 
canoes are thus connected, the room which I 
have described (in a former part of my letter is 
laid upon half tjie length of them, for there is no 
after-end that you can properly term so : the . 
rowers set on benches forward, and \ ith the • 
luggage serve to keep the vessel in trim. I hardly 
know what to compare them to nearer than z 
double war-canoe described by captain Cook as 
used by the Friendly Islanders. 
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When ift, vrereall satisfied respecting the damage^^ 
and -every thing v^as piit to rights, our people pre* 
^ed to eat y suid I assure you^ this is an affair o^ 
no small importance, for not a little will suffice 
twenty, or thirty people determined to eat their 
bellies full : no one upon these journeys must 
reckon upon setting limits to the appetites of the 
Indians. Hungry they get, and eat n they must ; 
therefore if the balsa does not afford a sufficient 
quantity, they immediately have recourse to the 
woods, which reach ail along the banks of the 
river and abound with all sorts of animals, to 
supply the deficiency ; and the newly-killed meat 
is put scarcely cold to the fire, from whence it is 
taken up again before it is half done, or even 
warmed through, atid devoured with an eagerness / 
almost cannibalical. They really, more than olice, 
made ine sick to see them. Our men, therefore, 
had no sooner dispatched all we had. taken in at 
Tyger creek than they sallied forth to get morp : 
for my own part, 1 thought there had been enough 
laid in for a West-India voyage; but the ev^nt 
proved that my eye was not so capacious as the 
Indians' bellies — to reverse an old vulgar English, 
allusion. All was gcme presently, except the; 
biscuit we had brought with us from Buenos 
Ayres, which these sharp-witted gentry did not '* 
care to meddle with. The island we were on wa$ 
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small, and could not afford us the necessary sup- 
ply ; we therefore once more embarked, and were 
rowing for the opposite shore, when we descried 
upon it a large troop of wild Indians. They came 
close to the water, and one of them, in tolerable 
Spanish, asked if we wanted any provisions. Our 
people immediately answered yes : the greater part 
of the strangers upon hearing this retired from the 
shore into the woods, from whence they soon 
returned with a roebuck and half a wild boar, a 
bag of maize, and five dried fish. These latter 
appeared to the fethers to be a very great novelty. 
We drew in to the shore ; and the Indians in the 
baggage balsa presendy struck a bargain for the 
whole, by exchanging an old saw unfit for use, two 
old chisels, and a looking-glass, for the meat, 
maize, and fishes. I stood amazed to see how 
contented the poor men seemed to be with this 
miserable payment. 1 had in my hand a large 
Spitalfields silk handkerchief, chequered blue and 
red J this attracted the notice of several among the 
strangers, but of none more so than their chief, 
who appeared by his gestures to consider it as the 
most desirable article he had ever beheld : he 
clasped his hands together, and lifted them up- 
wards, then motioned to me that he supposed it to 
be a cloak ; pointed to his head, and then to the 
wood. While these antics were performing, the 
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only one among them that spoke Spanish wat 
engaged with our men at a distance ; I could not, 
therefore, get to speak to him. But when I ha^ 
sufficiently diverted myseif with this new posture- 
master, I made signs that I would give him the 
handkerchief; and father^ Hernandez, who had 
been as piuch amused with him as myself, ordered 
the balsa to be drawn close ip. to shore« The 
chief timidly advanced towards us, when I put the 
object of his desire upon one of the o^rs, and 
handed it to him* He caught hold of, it with a 
kind of rapture, kissed it several times, waved it 
over His head, and skipped about like one frantic* 
At last he spread it square upon his shoulderSt> 
tying two of the corners in the front of his neck ;» 
and when he had done that, he walked in great 
state through a long rank of his people, who 
looked at him with the utmost respect and ad- 
miration. This part of the farce diverted us more 
than the former, as it was evident he was imitating 
the walk of some Spanish grandee ; and the gait^ 
whosever it was, appeared to be admirably mU 
micked. This cacique was about forty years of 
age, tall,. and his limbs finely proportioned, with a 
very lively animated countenance. He had the 
skin of some beast we were unacquainted with 
round his middle, made in much the same form as 
the Highland kelts ; rou^d his head were twisted 
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several sorts of parti-coloured wool, but no feathersp 
and^this' was the whole of his dress. He had los^ 
twa of the fingers of his left haii4 } he carried na 
weapons of any kind, nor did those that were witb 
him app^ to have any. Father Hernandez spoke 
to him in the language of the Guaranis ; but he 
dther did not, 6r would not, understand him. I 
had brought with me a ^mall piece of cnmsoa 
velvet, which I meant for a present fo any one 
whom I considered as deserving it. This was tied 
in another handkerchief of a similar pattern to the 
first, but coloured blue and yellow ; and I had ^ 
great mind to bestow the latter uj^on a very inter- 
esting y6ung Indian who stood aloof from the rest, 
and did not speak to any one. His dress was the 
same as that worn by the chief; with this difference^ 
he had only two bands of wool upon his head, one 
blue, the other green. The rest of the Indians 
had nothing on their heads, nor any article of dress, 
besides the skin of some beast or another tied 
round their middles, and reaching half way down 
their thighs. I beckoned to the young man to 
come near, and he obeyed with evident marks of 
respect and diffidence ; when close to the water's 
edge he stopt, and gazed with an expression on 
his countenance of the greatest astonishment, 
looking first at the fathers, and then at me. I 
imagined that his wonder arose from the difference 
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ht obs^tved In the colour of our sidns. Both tht 
l^|>^ia>rds vrete ^yearly oHve j and my complexion, 
^ AiiatiirsHy very foit, is whiter now than when I left 
you: '8omudiha& my illness altered it. He looked 
stiedfa^tly at tne for nesCr a minute ; then clasping 
his %^kids, lifted them above his head, and stooping 
lbi^wa:rd with his face towards the sun, bowed 
three tinites veiy ' reverently : Hhen raising hinlself 
tip, he pointed with his right hand, first at the sun, 
and then at Die* This manoeuvre he repeated 
i^pvet^ times,' but we could not make out what ht 
Iheant. I therefore fetched the handkerjchief ; s^d^ 
^stening it to the oar, handed it t^ Jbim, having 
£rst tied a small horn comb iii one comer of it» 
The moment he received it, he lifted it three times 
above his head, then kissed it with great reverence, 
and taking out the comb kissed that likewise, and 
'4ried to place it on his chin ; but not finding it 
adhere, he gazed at it with great amazement and 
4!uriosity* I shewed him another ; and taking off 
my hat passed it several times through my hair, 
that he might learn the use of his acquisition. He 
immedia^ly comprehended me ; and piriling his 
own hair^ of whiehr he had a very large quantity, 
hefcte him, began to run the comb ;thrpugh his 
^sordered locks, which appeared to want the hair- 
-dresser more than any I had ever seen. He then 
tiQCk the handkerchief, and spreading it on bh 



f 06 tKTTEBS FROM PARAGtJAY. 

kbees examined every square ; whto, turning it, he 
observed the stripes wei:e blue on one side aad 
yellow on the other. This circumstance seemed 
to please him much ; as by his antics he gave u» 
to understand he imagined he had two handket-^ 
chiefs instead of one* Presently the chief returned ; 
when the young man humbly ^ advanced towards, 
him, laid bpth the articles at his feet, telling him, 
as we supposed, who had given them to him, and 
asking /per mission — as we interpreted his mbtionsr— 
to keep theip. A long discourse passed between 
him and- the chief, when the comb was folded in 
the handkerchief, and that placed between two 
palm leaves with great care and niceness. The 
youth then clasped them to his boa6m, kissed the 
hand of the chief, and ran up with* them into the 
woods with uncommon swiftness ; from which I 
conjectured, gallantly enough, that he had some 
lady there to whom he was anxious to display his 
treasures. By this time, the man who first hailed 
us from the shore again addressed us, to know if 
wc would stay while they procured us some more 
provisions, which they would do in less than aa 
hour : to this father Hernandez agreed, as he 
wanted to make spme enquiries. This was made 
known to the chief, who immediately dispatched 
several of his people towards that part of the wood 
whither the young Indian had gone. The father 
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then asked what tribe or nation they belonged to.: 
The interpreter answered the Charuas^ who inhabit 
a large tract of land between the Uraguay and the 
Parana. It was part of this nation that composed 
the presidency which had been desolated at Tygcr 
creek, and those that remained of the ponverted 
Indians had been collected together by father Josef 
Almanza and father Augustin Romana, and takea 
away to another presidency, but where it was 
situated he could not say. The father desired to 
know how they came to be attacked. He said he 
did not know ; but he believed it was a Spaniard, 
who had escaped from some sort of punishment 
among his countrymen, that led the Indians on, to 
demolish the settlement. This circumstance in 
some measure accounted for the church and church* 
yard being left uninjured, the reason of which 
had before very much puzzled us aU ; the fathers 
not being able to conceive why the holy edifice 
had been spared, it being contrary to the general 
practice of the Indians to respect any thing relative 
to the Christian worship, whenever they imagine 
themselves offended* Several other questions were 
asked . respecting the converts, and whether their 
company had not, a desire to embrace, the faith of 
Christ. To this last the Indian answered, sternly^ 
no— with an expression of the greatest contempt $ 
addmg) that now they were at lib$r;y tx>i Uy^ an4 



\ 



30S mTTERS FROM f ARAGHTAT. 

act as they pleased, but if they became iCbri;gtiaa,s 
tbey could not ; the maponos-- meaning the mis* 
jdonaiies — would not ilet them, and they thought 
themselves much happier as they were* JHLe was 
asked how be had acquired the Spanish lan^u^ge. 
By going, he said, frequently to Santa Fe, and 
sometimes to Buenos Ayres, with skins and other 
articles to bart^, where he had been obliged « 
several of his journeys to stay till the waters were 
gone back ; for the river, as I believe I informed 
vou in a former letter, in winter oversows the 
country for many leagubs cmh way, there being 
no .mountain to obstruct its progress for 'Severad 
hundred miles, nor any hill, but a very few beauti- 
ful gveen ones to the north of the 'Uraguay, df 
which I have given a partial view in my sketch of 
the church^ at Tyger creek. The chief, then, by 
means of the interpreter, asked father Hernandez 
some questions respecting the presidency to which 
we were going. He knew it, he said ; it was that 
of Rioja 'Mjnor, by the lake Iberi, to which place 
mt had not above ten Leagues further to go, and 
the -settlement was in the country of the Yaros. 
This was the first time I Jbad been informed of the 
CKact spot of our destination ; and much as I had 
desired this voyage, I must own I was happy to 
find we were -near our journey's end ; for although 
it ^as qpring, and the sun by no -means trouble* 
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some, , yet I wished much to be at the desired 
haven. While this kind of conversation was car- 
rying on we saw the young Indian who had ran- 
away returning with five others, laden with se- 
veral kinds of animal food, apparently just killed ; 
two very fine birds, of a large size, very nearly re- 
sembling in shape and colour our pheasants; and* 
another bag of maize. Our purveyors soon com- 
pleted the purchase of all this provision for one 
bottle of brandy. This I thought driving a Jew 
bargain with a vengeance;. I should have con- 
sidered two bottles of liquor biit a. poor recdm- 
pence for merely fetching the articles, much more 
having them also; but be that as it may, both 
parties appeared very well content. Still I was not 
satisfied, and I requested the father's permission 
to give the chief and his son— for such I now 
found the young man to be — a large drinking- 
glass each ; for I had observed them regard one, 
while in my hand, with longing eyes of admiration. 
My wish was complied with ; and to the interpreter 
I gave a small pocket looking-glass, which made 
him perfectly happy. 

Father Hernandez then ordered the balsa to 
proceed, it being near evening, and our present 
lUtuation not at all an eligible one for passing the 
night. W^jjere accordingly pushed from the 
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the evening hymn to .the Virgin. The strange 
Indians were very attentive, and listened as they 
accompanied us along the bank of the river. They 
could walk much faster than the balsa was rowed, 
but they slackened their pace to keep us company- 
The looks of these good-natured people very much 
interested me : and I no longer wonder at the in*^ 
fluence the Jesuits have had over their converts, if 
all the other nations are like the Charuas \ for no- 
thing binds man to man more securely than the 
bonds of pure religion, and^ vice versa^ nothing 
makes men more inveterate enemies to each other 
than a difference in religious tenets ; which con-, 
vinces me that an Indian once converted can never 
be a bad man. since he never embraces * the 
'Christian faith but from a thorough conviction of 
its justice ; and once grounded in its principles,- 
I am certain he could not become an apostate, 
since in every action he is governed only by con.-, 
scientious motives. 

This apparently happy people travelled with tii 
near two leagues, when their further progress was' 
stopped by a large creek ; we were, therefore,* 
obliged to leave them^ The chief and his son at 
parting joined their hands, and lifted them above ' 
their heads : tfiey then bent themselves three times^ 
towards the sun^ when, again, liftiaj their handy,, 
they turned up the creek, aijd, foilfcwed by their 
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people,* entered a thick wood* When they were » 
gone, the fathet cpmpanion observed, what a pity 
it was that such ingenious wdWispOs^ Creatures . 
as these seemed to be , were still ignorant of the 
true faith, and lamented that thel'e were not some 

« 

evangelical workmen sent among tttetn; ^ I'dcMibi 

not but there have been,* said father Hernandez ; < , \ . 

• but their tinle is not yet coipne — *'Many are called 

at the first, and others at' the twelfth^ hour of the 

day, yet the last may be first, and the first last ; 

for many are called, but few chosen/* * He was 

sileiit, and the father companion did not venture 

another remark. 

The river we now were on was neither broad 
xior deep> in proportion to the Uraguay : it is called 
the Iber, from the lake Iberi, with which it com* 
municates, and is on each side thick set V^lth treies^ 
of various sorts ; but the cocoa and manicoe do 
not abound here as in the islands of the Plata ; 
those which I saw on the banks of the river weftf 
email, and without fruit. There were several Eu- 
ropean trees, which seemed to thrive exceedingly * 
well ; such as the oak, ash, lime, and in many 
places birch. Whether these are natural to the 
climate, or introduced by the Spaniards, I am yet 
to learn : but now we are settled in a presidency 
it is my inteotion to collect every information on 
this Ifead, as well as on many others^ respecting 
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the natives and their present modes of life ; for 
m^ny thousands remain still in a state of nature. 
I feel myself, more and more anxious to wander 
among thgm, for the sole purpose of ascertaining 
whether the Jesuits were or were not to blame in 
ih^ measures they adopted. I dare not venture 
an enquiry ; of .the fathers ; they are too. scrupu* 
lously reserved upon that subject, and my situation 
obliges me xq Jl?e cautious. Having continued our 
course at)put t^o leaguj^s further, we anchored for 
the nighty at^d prayers were no sooner ended thaii 
the copk^ .began their ofHce. In a v^ short time 
we had the birds purchased of .our late com* 
paniofis- plajced biefore the fat hers, and myself> . and 
thpugh. dressed in such a hasty manner I as- 
sure yciu we made a very hearty supper ; and hzv^ 
ing piously blessed the providers, we betook our- 
selves to rest/ 

Eirly the next morning we pursued our way, 
and before noon entered on the lake Iberi. Herd 
a new scene presented itself. This beautiful lake 
is above a hundred miles long, and forty broad. 
It is situated in a vast plain, between the rivers 
La Plata, Parana, and Uraguay. It has two 
mouths : . one running south-west, in a meandering 
direction, falls into the Plata, just below the town 
of St. Lucia ; the other eastward, and disembogues 
itself in the Uraguay. Through this last we en* 
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' tered the lak^, which is picturesque in tire dc- • 
treme* It hai several islands on it, which aj>cmnd * 
with -deer and vkst quantities of.wiMTowl, with 
some few hares, whose flesh, I am told, is delicious; 
but I hope soon tahave an opportunity of jittfg- 
ing for myself. The water 6f the lake is fltsh, 
and remarkably sweet ; and on its ][)anks, I find, ^ 
are established several considerable presidencies, 
which arc the most flourishing of any in the pro- 
vince : this is owing t6 the extreme ferdlity of i < 
the land, occasioned by the overflowing of the 
lake, which happens twice a year, and sometimes 
oftener, accprding as the Plata is more or less agi- 
tated by the pampero during the equinoxes. 
■^ We continued sailing about three leagues to the 
south-west, when we were agreeably surprised by 
the sound of martial music, which drew nearer as 
we advanced ; when our balsa taking a sharp turn 
round a point of land thick set with trees of the 
most enlivening verdure, we were presented with 
a 5cene the most pleasing and romantic that can 
well be imagined. The presidency opened to our 
sight, and presented at once a view truly grand 
and picturesque. The shore was/ lined with peo- 
ple, the bells were ringing, and the military band, 
assisted by a troop of choiristers, welcomed oUr 
arrival. We immiedi^tely landed, and were re- 
ceived with tears of joy by our venerable superior. 
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j^her Pabla, who bad remained here for the sole 
p\irpose of personally, resignmg the power to fa^ 
ther Ifem^iules. We then proceeded to the 
church, U^here we had holy water presented to us 
by the good pastor. The major-general of the 
little army trained in this neighbourhood came 
with the corrigidore, the fiscal, and his fenientes, 
to pay tlveir compliments of congratulation : in-' 

Hi 

deed the whole community appeared, from their 
numbers, to be collected together for the same 
reason? The pi^jiyers of the church were sung in 
|a most inchanting manner by the young Indians, 
who still retain the same mode of performing dir 
vine sjbryipe as that established by the Jesuits. 
They were all very neatly dressed in white sur-' 
plices, and the crhurch with its ornaments was 
ne^t in the extreme. . It is a larg.e but not lofty 
'building, of beautiful white stone, with a centre 
a^idtwo aisles^ Ttt)ficT tastefully ^tted fip. The 
right hwd aisle is appfopriace^ for the men, and 
the Ipft for th|5 women. The frhancel is occupied 
by fhe boys — fanged in order — and their pre- 
ceptprs^ pf whofli they §eem to stand in the greatr 
est awe. In the body of the church are disposed 
ihfi girl§ and thpir teachers, Ifoth sexes were clad 
In very tfeat dre^so^: tha^ of the men,, made of 
thin black doth, consists of a^hprt doublet and 
l^g^ breeches j their legs naked^ and on their 
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feet a very pretty kind of sandal, made by theoi* 
lelves^ of the skin of some beast in winter, and io « . 
summer of a peculiar sort of long grass^ which 
grows all over the province of P^aguay by the 
Wdter side, and is extremely tough and lasting. 

The habit of the women consists only of a large 
grey cotton garment, something like a shift, with 
short sleeves, - and reaching a little below the ' '* 
knees, which is banded in round the waist with a 
girdle of coloured wool or cotton. They wear 
half-boots or sandals, like the men ; and the mar* 
ried women have upon their heads a cap nude 
tight in front, but open behind, to let their hair 
hang down ; and many of them wore crosses sus- 
pended from their necks, by strings of common 
black beads, which the fathers carry with them to 
the settlements. 

The young women wear no cap, but let their 
hair» which is remarkably long and thick, flow loose 
€ver their shoulders : it is parted on the top of 
the bead, and some few plait it ; but if brought 
forward it would make an excellent veil. They 
are straight and well shaped, with lively animated 
features ; and no more like the poor Indians I saw 
at Buenos Ayres than, as Hamlet says, ^' Hype« 
rion to a satyr :" so effectually does slavery, sor# 
row, and ill usage, destroy the fuier fabric of man* 
These here look healthy, cheerful, and perfectly 
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'Content : those at Buenos Ayres miserable squalid 
^ »'iert^ects;' many of them maimed, from the hard- 
ships they endure, and all apparently praying for 
• the hour that shall close their lives and miseries 
for ^ver. Here they are neatly clothed, plenti^ 
folly fed, and comfortably lodged ; nor is there 

such a'thing as a cripple to be seen among them : 

I* 

there they have scarcely a rag to wrap round 
ihemj or a hovel to shelter them from the fury of 
the elements ; they partake of nothing but the 
tneancst of victuals ; and if they are sick no one 
thinks it worth his while to trouble his head about 
thein, (but they are left to survive or perish, as 
Omnipotence shall please to appoint. What a 
tontrast, my friend , is here ! Could we be sur^ 
prised if the flames of rebellion should, ere long, 
burst forth and overwhelm the treacherous un- 
stispecting Spaniards ? The Indians who go an- 
nually to pay the tribute or barter with the Eu- 
ropeans, cannot avoid seeing the suflferings of their 
devoted brethren. I could say much upon this 
subject, and I could prophesy events in times not 
far distant; but in my present situation silence 
best becomes me. All appears quiet now ; but i 
fes^r, nay I am certain, it is but a deceitful calm 
that precedes a dreadful storm, which will, when 
least expected, break in fatal thunder upon the 
heads of the proud oppressors. Human patience. 
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in every state of life^ may be stretched .to its ut# 
tnost limits, and yet forbear to turn ; but let that 
limit once be passed, and woe to the tyrant who 
has tried how far he might injury with impunity ! . 

When the ceremonies of the church were ovw 
we were conducted to the mpnajstery— dedicated 
to St.. Dominic-^which is close to the church : it 
is a Ycry neat edifipe, ^wo stories high, built of 
grey, brick, which has a very pissing appearance* 
There are, at present only nine brothers, including 
our company ; and when our superior leaves us he 
will take three of them away with him. "The con^ 
vent garden is very spacious, and well laid out^ 
being kept in the nicest order. In the centre is a 
very pretty fountain yrith three branches, which 
are constantly throwing water intp three dipFerent 
channels, one leading to the bath, another to the 
reservoir, and the third to the convent kitchen. 
Baths are more common here than at Buenos Ayres, 
owing to the heat being more fervent here than 
there by several degrees. 

In the church they have a most superb font of 
white Italian marble, adorned with most capital 
bas relief, representing the baptism of the muU 
titude by St. John. This font was a present to 
the fathers of St. Dominic by cardinal York, 
whose name is held in the highest veneration 
throughout this province. This amiable and txulj 
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worthy prelate sent ^ some years ago two naissioii* 
l^-]es hither, and with them this valuable pre^eoti 
T])ere are likewise in the church two .pictures^ 
painted in Italy; the one representing the ,coil- 
version of a Jew, the other St. Paul preaching to 
the Corinthians. There have beetn copie3. made 
of each by some of the Indians, which ace ex* 
fremely well executed, all things considered.. There 
are also two originals by native artists, one di&» 
playing purgatory, the other hell ; of these I cail- 
not say any thing in praise, there is too much 
bigotry and tuperstitipn evident in the designs; 
and were I to describe theni minutely I doubt I 
should raise a smile even upon your demurs face, 
and set our old :iriehd K ' ■■ ■■■ grinning niost 
disrespectfully,- for I am certain it would recal to 
his remembrance a large picture we saw once in 
L-^— square, which exhibited old Knight, the 
famous South-Sea swindler, sailing in a ship's 
jolly-boat towards the infernal regions, with hi€i 
pockets stuffed full of money-bags, and his hands 
Clammed with bonds and debentures 5 the old fel- 
low dressed in a suit of scarlet and gold and a 
full-bottomed perriwig, attended by a thousand 
(lancing devils, with little dung-foj-ks in their 
|iands, ready to shove the boat along if it did not 
go so fast as they would have it ; while the rpoutb 
(Jf a great serpent, gaping wi4e> represented heU 
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fpewlng forth flames of fire, and hundreds of little 
mischievous imp3 stood ready to receive and wel- 
;Come him. I have often recollected this piece* 
^ce my coming hither, and as often a laugh has 
bur$t forth, in spite of all my endeavours to the 
contrary. 

They burn more candles in the church here 
than anv 1 have ever been in, either in the old 
world or the new ; which, as they are all tallow, 
must, I think, occasion a very disagreeable smell 
and warmth valso, when the buiMing is crowded, 
in summer ; and it is for This reason, I suppose, 
the windows are so contrived as to be laid entirely* 
open, in order to admit a free current of air. 
There are several altars in the church besides the 
gj-eat one in the chancel, which is decorated every 
(day with flowers by the children, who are some ' 
of the neatest and most docile little creatures I 
ever beheld. Both sexes are dressed alike, in a 
garment made like* a shift, of white cotton, fastened 
round the waist with a belt of tyger skin, which 
in this province is more beautiful than any brought 
from the EastJndies, the ground being nearly of 
a bright yellow colour, the spots of a jet black, 
which has a very striking effect. A great many 
children are employed about the church, for 
which service they are selected by turns ; and" none 
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can seem more happy than they do in tWs occn* 
pation. 
f A week has now elapsed since our arrival. The 

^superior quits us to-morrow to return to Cordovo, 
from whence it is supposed he will journey through 
the province of Tucuman to the city of Concep* 
tion, in Chili. What this long journey is under- 
taken for I cannot learn. I now feel the want of 
brother Jerome, whose friendly communicajtions 
used sometimes to divert me exceedingly. Father 
Hernandez is very unwell : hp has not yet re- 
covered the shock he received at Tyger creek ; 
but he is cheerful, and anxious to make' every 
one around him so. This morning, in company 
with the superior, and attended by the novices 
and myself, he went round the presidency ; the 
corregidor, fiscal, and others, escorting us. This 

. »town is pretty large, and very regularly buik* The 
streets^ which are in the Roman style, exactly 
parallel, are divided by plantations of trees, thick 
set, oranges, lemons, citrons, myrtles of every 
various sort, and scores of other oderiferous shrubs, 
which as you pass regale the senses most deljght- 
fully, and seem to give one a foretaste of those 
blissful regions where our religion tells us we 
shall rest for ever. Little currents of the purest 
water ftn with gentle ripplings underneath the 
trees, over a smooth bed of small round pebbles. 



LEXTEajBEHOrf MRAGUAT. *fi2f 

The '' houses ar& mostly built of cky , one story 
high, .and cdvercd with tiles ;.but the flwellingp of 
the commandant, corrigidor, fiscal, and others of^ 
note, are higher, made of ijrick,- and fitted up 
.with everjr ' cdnvejueilce. The public jtorehouie 
iS in the dentrc of the town ; it is ohe story high, 
very long '^id wide,, divided into- several apart-: 
inent^, so contrived as to receive every different 
article jfbr use or barter. . Formerly this store- 
house was under the sole regulation of the rector, 
and by him on^y was the produce portioned out 
to' the different families ; bpt now- the Spanish com- 
mandant claims a share in the distribution. How^ 
far this may be productive^ of good 1 will not take 
upon me to say ; but 1 will just give you a slight 
sketch of the Jesuits* manner of regulating these, 
matters when they possessed an uncontrolled au^ 
thbrity. 

V All the product of the year, such as corn, 
tnaike^ fruits, wool, and cotton ; all articles for 
barter, and in fact every thing the district afforded, 
was brought to these magazines, where proper 
' offijcers were appointed to receive them, who toofc 
account of every particular, which was registered* 
together with the names of the persons who de» 
livered them, tod the day. No individual was al^ 
lowed tQ keep any thing in his own house $ave 
th^ ijiecessary qua^tity of corn, which on the first 
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of every month was delivered to each hmxlj m 
;^roportion^accordilig. to the liumber of which it 
^consisted ; an^ in the same manner they received 
all other kinds of porovision. Every day a cer- 
tain number of cattle were slaughtered for the in* 
habitants, which, when killed, were taken to the 
store-house, where the officers attended to deliver 
the stated quantity to the master or mistress of 
each family ; and if at any time they had oc- 
casion for more than the general allowance it was 
immediately given them> but nothing was suf« 
fered to be wasted. In like manner they were, 
supplied, with clothes y for all the cotton they spuit 
and wove, or any other article which they manu« 
factured— an^ they always were, and are still, very 
industrious — was as soon as finished taken to the- 
public stock, and at certain periods of the year 
every family received its proper quantity of apparel; 
and as the articles were, all without distinction of 
one fashion and colour, there coufd not possibly 
be any partiality observed in the distribution of 
thenu The officers and chiefs were only distin- 
guishable from the rest by a chain round the 
neck, a white wand, a feather, fan, or some such 
simple peculiarity. There were, and still are^ 
two hospitals for the sick — one for the men, the 
other for the women ; where as soon as any 
one is taken ill* be is immediately conveyed, as 
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no* remain m in .hd, own hou^. E«h ho:- 

ipital has a lay-brother to attend it, x^hp is Wiftt^ 
skilled in surgery and physic, and has 'Several a^^' 
sistantg^ under him. They have likewise a largd 
room well stored with drugs^ both nativ^ and £ch 
ropean. In fact, nothing is wanting to supply tb^ 
wants of either the healthy or the sick ; ancl> thaC 
no one might be neglected, several of the oldest 
and. most experienced Indians were Appointed W 
superintend the whofe, and sec that Justice wad ad^ 
^ministered in every department and the sick pro* 
perly attended* How such wi$e regulations ai 
these should ever be si^bject to change I lAust 
ewn Tather surprises me ; but changed they cet^ 
tainly are* Instead of th^ ' officers and ^upcr^ 
intendants beiitg selected by the rector only, they 
are now made subordinate to the military^ who 
are appointed by the governor of the province ; 
and instead of being commanded by Indian chiefs, 
they are subjected to a Spanish commandant and 
fiscal, to whom even the rector is answerable for 
the conduct of his flock. Many other alterations 
have been made, which I fancy have gone near to 
overturn* the wise regulations established by the 
Jesuits, who, in my opinion, understood the true 
art of governing better than any other body of 
men in the universe. I shall soon know more of 
the changes which haye taken place ; at present 
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I am rather hobbling in the dark, and therelbr<t 
*lnay very 'well expect to stumble upon error. " 1 
can as yet only draw conclusions from what I am 
tjjld — and people are sometimes given to lying — ' 
or from what I see ;! and appearances are often de« 
ceitful. Time, is.tbe pnly true authority, and to 
that I tru^t.ifbr. better information; but in the 
mean while. ;np. endeavours on my part shall be 
wanting to accelerate the acquisition of it. Holy 
St. Francis, what an irksome, dull, unprofitable 
state would life be if man were not stimulated to 
action by curiosity ! 

Adieu, my friend ! and depend upon it if any 
one is benefited by my researches it will be youn- 
Klf^ fprnQ other mortal shares the confidence of 

Yours, &c# 
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LETTER XXIV. 

/ 

\ 

Rioja Minor, November, IJQf. 

Fath£r Pablo has left us; and. 
although he had been here no longer the whole 
town regretted his departure^ and at the moment 
when he entered the balsa every eye was wet with 
tears. His affability and condescension have won 
the heart of every individual. The bishop did 
right indeed to send such a worthy man hither : 
for if any man could compose differences and re- 
concile jarring interests it was this benevolent 
father ; for the spirit of the God of peace evi- 
dently resides in his bosom. His selecting father 
Hernandez to supply his place plainly evinces the 
necessity of placing here a m^n of humanity and 
conciliatory manners. I cannot as yet ^arn wh^n 
the former rector left this place : for none that we 
found here, except the commandant, corregidore, 
and fiscal, speak the Spanish language ; and all 
of us have been particuhrly desired to make 
ourselves acquainted - with the Indian tongue as 
quickly as possible. Our present superior already 
understands it. He has been at this presidency 
before^ and speaks it fluendy. • He is extremely 
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anxious to have all those about him as well versed 
in it as himself: I am inclined to obey him in all 
things^ and have already acquired several ,words. 
One of the sacristans^xa man of considerable abili- 
ties, though an Indian, is ordered to attend me 
every morning, to give me itistructions in the 
language, and in several matters relative tp the 
church service. I have been enjoined by father 
Hernandez to pay particular attention to his in- 
structions, since he is a very worthy manj and has 
held his office near- twenty years : bii^ I am not 
to take any notice to him of any thing relative to 
the war, or to let any ont know that I am^ an 
Englishniaii and a prisoner } it being the wish of 
the superior to have me considered as a gentleman 
who voluntarily chose to come and reside here. 
The novices who came with us have been also enr . 
joined silence on the subject, and never in cbn- ^ 
versation to drop the sriiallest hint respecting my 
country j they, therefore, affect to treat me as a 
native Spaniard. I fall in with all their humours j 
and were it not for writing to you, I should, I 
think, almost forget I am an Englishman, espe- 
cially in these peaceful abodes. There is, it seems, 
another presidency not many leagues distant on tht 
same side of the lake; At this pre6iden<*y father 
Hernandez means to visit a venerable friend of his, 
who has been lately appointed rector, after biting 
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ipent his y(9utli a^oiig the Ghequetos In^idhs^ iteir 
td thi6 8pbt Where thfe Pldta taki^fe its rifee^ above 
iHght hundred miles from hi^ttfce. 

All ii not rights t fear^ in this cbminuhity^ as 
thfe gteitest vigilahce ^ppeiirs to be dbsieirved b]^ 
the militdry^ It ^^s ohe of the SeAtlnfeld it the 
DUti.pd»tS that diseovered the apptdach of thfe balsaisj 
ds th«y hdte t-otind the head-land^ ^^hich ^dnceaU 
iti otite point of view the ptesidfeaifeyi Hfe g^Vt 
ifiotlcd bf diir being at hand, ^atid that ocGslsioned 
the drums and trumpets which we hfeard at oui* 
approach. These sentinels are stationed at such 
convenient distances, that notice of v any event can 
be sent a very considerable way by the beating of 
drums, or firing signals ; and by these means, if 
any of the towns are attacked by the roving In- 
dians — which has been not unfrequently the case — 
the signals are instantly made, and the troops be- 
longing to the next presidency hasten to the im- 
mediate succour of their friends. By this I un- 
derstand there are regular alarm posts, entirely 
round the lake. I am of opinipn some attack or 
other lias beei;i made lately ; for never did I see 
such strict watch enforced, even at the frontier 
towns in Germany, as is observed here. Whether 
it ai;ises from fear of an open and avowed enemy, 
or recent domestic treachery, or the eflPects of for- 
mer discipline, I know not ; but certain I am there 
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18 something to be feared ; and were it not so 
very far from the coast, zad in a country where 
there are but few mines of gold or silver, and no 
gems like those of Golconda, I should be tempted 
to conclude they expected a visit from some of my 
countrymen : but, unless they chose to come here 
and turn farmers and graziers, and cultivate this ' 
rich and fertile ^ soil, I doubt they would hardly 
make it worth their while to. come so far : but to 
those who possessed local ideas only this would be 
a mine of wealth. Adieu ! 



LETTERS PROM PARAGUAY. ' 229 



LETTER XXV. 

* 

Riofa Minor, December, 1797* 

How restless, my dear friend, is the 
mind of man ! ever on the wing in pursuit of new 
objects to gratify curiosity or dissipate spleen; 
and as soon as the novelty ceases we regard it 
with insipidity, and, perhaps, disgust. ' At first we 
consider new and pleasing objects with a kind of 
rapture, and think we cannot possibly ever get 
tired of them : but by a repetition of viewing and 
reviewing they become familiar to the organs of 
sight, and we begin by little and little to regard 
them with indifference ; and we say to ourselves, I 
saw this yesterday, it is the same to-day. We then 
wish to fly in pursuit of something more new, and 
which we foolishly imagine will prpve more in- 
teresting ; but, ahs ! find ourselves deceived. Every 
thing that I have proved yet tires on repetition, 
except an intelligent well-informed person: in the 
conversation of such a one you are sure to have 
something new, something to interest the heart, 
from whence all dull monotony is banished. I 
have often in England, and indeed other places, 
gazed with a sort of enthusiastic transport on a 



N 



Q&d L?TTEi^S FHQM PARAGUAY^ 

beautiful woman, and thought her the most per- 
fect workmanship of God till I have conversed 
with her, when, to my utter mortification, I have 
tiiscQvered my supposed divinity a mere* mortal, 
without even common sense or energies. I have 
instantly become tired of such an uninteresting 
cofnpanion, and have hastened to se^l: for one less 
handsome, but perhaps more stoqlc^d with the gift^ 
of sense apd understanding. I have been l^d into 
thefe reflections by a discovery pf my own weak- 
ness. You may remember I told you at Bueno^ 
Ayres, in one of my letters, that I had an earnest 
y/hh to ramble over Paraguay : I, obtained my 
mshi and was brqught hither ; and for some days 
af^er I hs^d |eft the city I regarded the balsa as 
t|ie most pleasant room 1 had ever been in. The 
rivers as I passed, and woods by which they were 
skirtedj I viewed as the most wonderful works of 
the great Creator. When I entered upon the lake 
new beauties opened to my view, and a new field 
of admiration presented itself which way soever 
I turned n^y eyes. I gazed, wondered, and ad-^ 
i^iired ; and ihen thought I should never cej^se to, 
contemplate its varied beauties. These scenes are 
now become familiar to me ; and at times I cannot 
help wishing myself on the Bay of Biscay, though 
it should x:hance to be m one of its most turbulent 
moods: yet when this wish escapes me I in;^ 
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stantly think, why cannot I be at peace ? why not 
eiijoy the cahn serenity of the scenes around me^ 
or mix with pleasure in the placid contentment pf 
the convent? After musing for a moment, I take 
fhame ^to myself, and check the wandering spirit 
that so often rises in rebellion against me : then 
Jlgain the words of Polydore occur to me, wher^ 
be says — ^ 

'*" I would be busy in the world, and learn 5 
Not, like a coarse and useless dunghill weed, 
Fix*d to one spot, and rot just as I grow.*' 

Then I fly oflF again like a tangent, and actually 
wishYor the wings of a bird, that I might rove 
mimolested over earth, seas, and clouds, go wher^ 
I chose, and stop where 1 thought proper, wholly 
free from the anxieties and cares which infest ai^ 
embitter the lot of mortals* But away with thesf 
phantasies ! you shall hear how my hours are em- 
ployed. We i;ise with the dawn, when the whol? 
parish attends mass ; none are permitted to be ab*> 
se^t, unless from sickness, or some other material 
cause. Mass over, each one betakes himself to 
his employ— the children to school, the men and 
women to work — ^till eight o'clock, when they 
breakfast : when this repast is finished, which is 
not long about, the bell rings to call the children 
ta tihe Qhurch to say their catechism and cbaunt 
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the service. The boys lead in the chancel : the girls^ 
standing in the body of the church, make the re* . 
sponses in a very pleasing and pious mannen 
Prayers over, they again go to school, where the 
boys are taught every useful branch that suits their 
genius j the girls to rfead, write, sew, spin, weave, 
and every other female employment. The teach* 
crs are, without enlarging on their merits, some 
of the mpst wellrinformed ?ind most inti^lligent 
persons I have ever met with ? but, not content 
with the abilities of the teachers, some of the most 
experienced and sensible of the parishipner^ super* 
intend by turns the schools, and inspect the im* 
^rovements of the children ; so that the teachers 
cannot be remiss in their duty without subjecting 
themselves to the censures of their superiors, who , 
are always the chiefs and heads of families. At 
mid-day they dine, and are allowed an hour for re^ 
creation ; when they again go to school, where 
they continue till near sunset, when the bell again 
tings for prayers, at which, as in the morning, the 
whole parish assembles, where they recount their 
beads, hear the evening prayers, sing the hymns 
appointed, receive their rector's benediction, and 
repair to their houses, where they take their supr 
pers of bread, fruit, and chica. This repast is 
soon ended, when every family betake them- 
selves to bed : an^ thus psses each revolving day, 
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Our community dine at twelve : an hour after dio* 
ner is spent in conversatibn over our fruit, and a 
small portion of Cuyp wine^ which has been sent 
as a present to the fathers* The hour expired^ 
each betakes himself to his different occupation i 
— ^SrSC-of the brothers visit the sick, others attend 
those that are employed in the offices of the 
church, such as cleaning, ornamenting it, and so 
forth. The novices and myself study the language, 
or read to the superior, whose health, I am sorry 
to observe, is not as it should be. The loss of 
this good man will be severely felt whenever it 
shall please Omnipotence to take him hence, for 
he is already regarded by the Indians as their 
father. 

~ . There are fourteen Spaniards attached to the 
military and the stores 5 but there is very little 
communication between them and the fathers. 
Don Solicarpo do Zulucta is the commandant : he 
is a man of stern and forbidding manners: he 
does not appear to like his situation ; it is too local 

^ for one that has been used to the gay intercourse 
of a city* There are four Spanish ladies here, or 
rather Creoles ; one of them is wife to the com- 
mandant, the other three are her relations. I have 
seen them but twice, at church. They are none 
of them pretty. They spoke to our superior with 
m ur of what I thought forced condescension j 
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and they asked a multitude of questions, but ih^y 
were not polite enough to attend to the answerst 
Their eyes were directed to the spot where stood 
the novices. and myself. The C9mnaandant's lji4y 
J8 named donna Teresa Target. She is pregna&t^ 
and near her time ; for which, it seems, great pre<> 
parations are making. But that period, so ni^clt^ 
dreaded by the ladies in England, is not he^e conr 
^idered in any other light then a mere trifling in- 
disposition ; at least it is so by the Indian women, 
who are seldom confined more than two or three 
days, and some not iat all. Whether it is so gentle . 
with the Creole ladies I will not take upon me to 
say. The bed^ used upon these occasions are placed 
on bedsteads as high as thos^ commbnly used ii| 
France ; and, like them, they have no feather-beds. 
The lower mattresses are composed of pimentp 
leaves, stitched iti fine cotton : the upper ones are 
made of fine wool, or the down of geese, laid be*- 
tween pimento leaves, and covered with silk o? 
velvet, most commonly the latter ; but this de- 
pends on the riches of the owner. The sheets are 
generally of very fine cotton, neatly trimmed with 
Jace ; the blankets of the finest Spanish wool, very 
thin ; the cove; lid of silk or velvet, fringed with 
gold ; the curtains, in summer, are m^de of Turkey 
or East-India gauze, elegantly painted : these cur* 
tains are kept close drawn, and fastened dowft 
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lifith sm^Il hooks to the {owest mattress, except a 
sm^U placfi on one side, jusk wide enough to a4n 
mix the attendant, whp, y^nen within, carefi^lijr 
closes the jpertiure, in Qi^der to prevent the ij^ 
tn^sion of ^w^rn^s pf ^i^^ ^i^ich l\erQ are nunv* 
b^rlcss, and v^hich generally infest the ropw 
where the sipk are, ip preference to any otfier 
pgrt of the house. By this artifice these trouble^ 
spm^ intruders are compelled to keep a respect* 
fvil distange, though much to their regret j for on 
my conscience there are not ifi existence such ia-» 
defatigable foes as these tedious insects. If they 
are one moment, as we suppose, effectually routed, 
dispersed, and actually driven away, yet in a few 
minutes they will contrive to rally all their forces, 
and, with more spiteful malignancy than ever, re- 
turn to the charge. The whole house is in alarm: 
mops, made of feathers, dipped in lemon juice and 
lime-water, are flourished about in all directions, 
and as many as this libation souses become victims, 
but the far greater number take shelter under the 
wings of their neighbours ; and when this is found 
to 6e the case nothing but a most cursed smoke, 
made from burning wet leaves and half-dried grass, 
will rid the house of these infernal torpient^rs. 
The leaves and grass, being wetted with lemon 
jiiice, are set on fire in a large earthen dish with 
sides about six inches high, and placed in -the 
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middle of the room. This is kept burning^ or 
tather rrtouldering,* till the enemy is dislodgpd, and 
this is the only thing that can procure a short re- 
spite from their cursed stings: and short indeec^ is 
the respite ; for no sooner is one swarm destroyed 
and the smoke evaporated than new squadrons 
arrive, armed cap-a-pi6 ; and before the stench of 
the smoke is well out of the house in they come, 
and at it they go tooth and nail. Thete is no stand- 
ing this ; and I ibstantly hasten to my room, where, 
being solitary, they seldom intrude. Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXVI. 

» 

Rioja Minor, Jan. 179H, 

Every hour that I spend with my 
Indian instructor teems with information yet more 
interesting than the former. This morning, during 
one of our rambles, he imparted several particulars 
that I was extremely desirous of obtaining, but 
principally relative to the herbs used in such cases 
of illness as mine on my first arrival at Monte 
Video, and. Tyhich I think may be of essential ser- 
vice in England during most epidemic diseases. 
I am certain, from experience, that if properly ap- 
plied it cannot fail of curing those who may un- 
fortunately have caught the infection ; for we have 
herbs in our country that will very nearly work 
the same effects as those reared in Tucuman, only 
the process must be different. But observe the, 
following rules, and I will venture my life that not 
One in a hundred will die: Take of camomile, 
rosemary, wormwood, rue, and featherfew, of each 
a large handful ; set them on the fire in a large 
pipkin, or bell-metal pot ; cover them with two 
gallons of water, and let them boil till the strength 
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is entirely drawn out ; theii take about half a peck 
of the best unslaked lime, put some of it in an 
earthen pan unglazed, pour the herb decoction hot 
upon it, and as the smoke ascends let the patient's 
head be held over it in such a position as to in^^ 
hale the fumes at the mouth, nose, and ears; and 
as the vapours die away fresh knobs of lime must 
be thrown in, and this to be continued as long a^ 
the party infected can bear it. In the mean time 
let some pute strong lime-water be made^ of which 
take a quarter of a pint-^mbre or less, pfoporr. 
tioned to the habit of body of the patient : mijc 
with it three table spoonfuls of the herb decoction 
hot^ tod give it to the sick person as soon as he of 
§he is placed in^a warm bed. Let the bbdy, and 
particularly the head, be carefully kept warm, so a^ 
to prevent any check to the perspiration that wrrf 
ensue upon this operation ; but at the same time 
preserve a free circulation of air through the 
apartment, that all effluvia arising from the infected 
person may pass instantaneously off: in case of 
thirst, give the patient plentifully to drink of strong 
green tea warm, but without milk or sugar j and 
in no stage of the disorder either bleed or blister^ 
for siich a measure might be immediately fataK 

This dose and fumigation must be repeated at 
often as the patient can support it, till an amend* 
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ment takes place ; and in prisons, or other places 
where a great noany may be confined together, it 
will be necessary to have the room fumigated like- 
wise. This remedy must be applied as soon as 
possible after the attack of the disorder, which li 
presently known by a sickness and .headach, and 
wljich seldom spares any European on his arrival 
on these shores.; . It is with some dreadfully vio- 
lent in its effects, frequently terminating, if not id 
death, at least in total insanity ; and many of its 
symptoms partake of the nature of the yellow fever^ 
a species of wfiich was very prevalent in England, 
I remember, in the year 1779 or thereabout. 

Yesterday morning some of our trading In* 
dians brought to father Hernandez several very 
beautiful, skins of different wild animals preserved 
and dressed in a peculiar delicate manner, and a 
variety of curious birds stuffed and sicented with 
great art, and had a very pleasing effect. They 
likewise, to my no small astonishment^ producM 
a quantity of gold exceedingly fine and pure, partly 
in ingots and partly in dust. This latter article 
of gold, I understand, is collected among the moun- 
tains and iipland springs on the banks of the Ura* 
guay ; and the Indians, with great ingenuity^ 
rontrive to send it to Buenos Ayres, and exchange 
it in a contraband way with the American mer- 
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chants and other foreigners* This trafEc^ haw« 
ever, is kept a profound secret by the trusty few^ 
who are employed in collecting the metal, and by 
whom it .has hitherto been monopolised. Father 
Hernandez and many others of the clergy wink at 
this procedure, but we have great reason to believe 
that the government at Buenos . Ayres^ suspects 
this treasure to have been discovered by the presi- 
dencies, and meditates a still further infringement 
of the Indians' liberties, to force a, disclosure of the 
source from whence this newly-found wealth is 
derived, than which nothing is more dreaded by 
the riatives in whose possession it lies* The sup- 
posed internal poverty of their land has hitherto 
been. their only protection— and a feeble one it is. 
Heaven knows — against the rapacious cruelty of 
Spanish governors, inquisitors, and tax-men. The 
known discovery of any spot of ground containing 
either gold or silver would immediately and ine- 
vitably ensure the destruction and death of its in- 
nocent possessors. 

JMost fervently do I pray that my just and gener- 
ous countrymen may in time become the masters 
of this high-favoured region, and be the lenient 
governors of this ingenious unoffending people, 
who would make, I am now convinced, the best 
wbjects in the world to sugh a gracious libeiraK 
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miiided sovereign as now reigns in our happy isle ; 

where conquest and humanity go hand in hand, 

and where so many millions enjoy privileges and 

blessings they scarcely know how to appreciate. 

Not so 

Your sincere friends 
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LETTER XXVII. 

llioja Minor, Jan, 1798. 

I HAVE this morning been on the lake, 
which abounds with a vast variety of fine fish, which 
the Indians^ take in various ways :r— some with a line, 
as with us ; others by a spring. The latter is a cu- 
rious way : they fasten a hook with a bait to it to a 
long branch of willow, which grows in great profu- 
sion on the banks of the lake : the branch to which 
the hook is attached is bent, by means of a cord,' 
to the edge of the water ; this cord is fastened to 
the willow close to the bank, and by means of two 
sticks placed crossways on the back of the tree ; 
the moment the fish takes the bait the cord gives 
way, and the hook rises with the fish attached to 
it. 'I his method is observed to catch trout, which 
are here in great abundance, and of the finest size 
and flavour I ever tasted. Sometimes they drew 
the seine, but this is a new introduction: previous 
to this the Indians used to place themselves in their 
canoes and watch the passing fish, at whfch they 
would dexterously aim a dart, and in less than a 
minute they would see the fish rise to the surface 
of the water with the arrow in it, which they seized. 
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and drew the fish into, the canoe. I saw three 
large fish, resembling in colour and taste our sal- 
mon, caught in this way, which is indeed very 
amusing. The eye of every Indian appears to me 
to possess the properties of the hawkf or they 
could notyl think, dart the arrow so unerringly into 
the fish as ^hey do. It is very pleasant to be on 
the lake before light in the morning, but after that 
it becomes much top hot. I seized the oppor- 
tunity of being alone with the Indian^— for there 
was but one in the boat with me — to take a hasty , 
sketch of the town from the lake. The point from 
which I took it was not so well adapted for the 
purpose as I could have wished ; but I made the 
best of what presented itself, and will, if possible, 
send it you. Father Her nandez. is very uh well. 
He has done me the honour to consult me on his 
case.. I frankly told him I had never studied me- 
dicine, and all the knowledge I possessed had been 
gathered in my rambles through different coun- 
tries, and the necessity I had been frequently un- 
der of administering to my own wants in places 
where m&dical advice could not be obtained ; and 
by diligent observations on the effects of my own 
applications I had gathered a slight knowledge of 
drugs and simples, sufficient to direct me in pre- 
scribing for imyself, and by that means I had often 
^fc^rrcd my health ; but I doubted my abilities in 
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prescribing to others. These observations, he 
said, , still more convinced him that I understood 
diseases; and therefore strenuously requested I 
would prescribe for him. I acquiesced in Jhis 
wishes J and going to the hospital, where alj. the 
drugs are kept, I made up, as far as my judgment 
could direct, what 1 thought would be of reil ser- 
vice to him. He took it, reposijig the greatest con- 
fidence in my skill. It has had, than||L God, very 
salutary efiFects : he is better, but still very iinwelL 
I have advised him to go across the lake to the 
town of Itu, situated on the banks of the Parana, 
where there is, I am informed, a very valuable 
spring, which is of great efficacy in weak and de- 
bilitated habits : he has complied with my advice, 
and told me it is his intention to go thither im- 
mediately. 1 am to accompany him. The father 
companion will take charge of the flock during the 
superior's absence. He is not much liked by the ge- 
nerality : they regard him as a man of austere 'man- 
ners, wholly devoid of that benevolence and mildness 
of character which mark father Hernandez. This 
good man, I am much afraid, will not survive long : 
his soul seems already detached from earth. There 
is a something about him which I find not in any 
other except our aged superior at Buenos Ayres, 
to whom, I find, father Hernandez is related, being 
bis nephe\y by the mother's side. Neither of •these 
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good men embraced the monastic life from ^choice : 
necessity, dire necessity, backed by parents' 
stern commands, consigned them both, at an early 
age, to retirement and obscurity. Father Heman* 
dez in youth loved, and was beloved by, an amiable 
and lovely woman ; but he had an elder brother, 
and to his aggrandisement became a victim. This 
cruel determination decided his fate: the lady was 
married to his more fortunate brother, and him* 
self doomed to a life of celibacy and sorrow j for 
though five-and-forty years have elapsed since that 
fiatar period, he has never ceased to regret her 
loss ; and it is, this bitter recollection, I am certain, 
which aggravates his bodily suflFerings : for although 
he is, I think, as sincere a Christian as this world 
can boast, yet the agitation of his mind at times 
disorders the whole nervous system. You, who 
know what I have suffered from a similar affliction, 
can well imagine how sincerely I participate in all 
his sorrows, ai\d how anxious I must be to ad- 
minister comfort and consolation to him. He has 
been too much indisposed since his arrival to take 
any active steps towards the regulation of several 
abuses which he hinted to me on our voyage, but 
as soon as he gets better a thorough alteration is 
to Jake place in every department. There seems 
to ht a kind of jealousy between the clergy and 
the military-*-who are not now dependant on th« 
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rector, as formerly they were : for thire are herci 
but two estates instead of three, and, if I am noc 
mistaken, in a few years one will entirely over- 
throw the other ; for when once suspicion gets 
footing in the body politic of a government, that 
government stands on a tottering foundation. Fa^ 
ther Hernandez sees this approaching' evil, and, I 
am well persuaded, dreads it also. Peace and good- 
will to all the world is the motto of this righteous 
man, anji I am certain nothing would go nearer to 
hasten his end than the knowledge of these inof« 
fensive people, being svibject to the military yoke» 
The means by which this extraordinary change is 
to be effected are not as yet very apparent ; but I 
fear it is the intention of the Spanish politicians^ 
who now take a principal part in the administra- 
tion of affairs in this province, to oblige the clergy 
by little and little totally to overthrow the admir- 
able structure founded by the Jesuits, upon a base 
which should seem calculated to defy the under- 
mining arts of even ia Mazarine or a Goertz : but 
no establislhment, I am now convinced, can exist 
beyond its appointed period. The clergy have 
had their reign of uncontrolled dominion, in this 
^s in all other countries : whose will now succeed 
Heaven only knows ; but I could prophecy, * with 
a near aim to the main chance of things as yet not 
come to light'— but let that re^t* The Spaniards 
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may think to hold these injured people in the most 
slavish bondage, but in vain ; there are no links of 
gratitude or eonfidende to bind the union. Former 
wrongs added to present impositions will rise in 
battle array against them» Omnipotence will as- 
sist the oppressed in their efforts for emancipation, 
and the now mourning natives of these southern 
regions may in a few years more enjoy in happy 
liberty those acquirements and advantages they 
have so dearly purchased. 

I am now effectually cut off from hearing any 
news of your part of the other hemisphere, and 
most probably shall for a long time remain so j 
for if I can obtain the happiness of travelling to 
distant places with father Hernandez I shall not ». 
form a wish to return to Buenos Ayres: and though 
I continue to write to you 1 cannot hope to receive 
a letter from you in return. The Indian cacique 
who has the care of the fishery ha$ promised to 
take charge of any papers I may wish to have sent to 
don Manuel Robledo, whom he personally knows ; 
having several times had dealings with him at Bu* 
enos Ayres, on his annual visits to that city for the 
purpose of barter. 

This Indian is a very sensible ingenious man : 
there is scarcely any thing that you can describe 
to 'him but he immediately comprehends. I told 
him about a week ago that I wanted a box to be 
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made of cedar-wood> with a secret drawer toliold 
xny letters : the manner of forming it I described 
to faim ^s near as I could remember to that 1 had 
finished in London, and to help His imagination I 
slightly drew a sketch. He said but few words on 
the subject ; but this morning, immediately after 
mass, he came to me, and presented one of the neatest 
and most ingenious articles of the kind I ever saw : it 
is so contrived, that unless you are acquainted with 
the secret spring it is impossible to get at any thing 
contained in one half of it ; and examine it ever so 
nicely, you cannot perceive the deception. His ready 
conception and artful execution surprised me 
greatly j and with the greatest pleasure I presented 
him two pistoles, which made him nearly frantic 
with joy, for none here are allowed to possess any 
thing independent of the public stocfk : but as this 
trifle of mine was given to him without the know- 
ledge of any one but ourselves, I advised him to 
keep it secret, and take the piastre I had agreed to 
give him to the general repository : and as every 
thing each individual does is known to the teni- 
entes, this box of mine was looked upon as a mere 
article of convenience ; but the secret part of it is 
known only to the maker and myself : I have scr 
cured his silence, and all is very well. I mean the 
private drawer to hold all my writings except mere 
letters of business, which I am permitted tq write 
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to don Manuel. My friendly Indian has promisecT 
me when he goes next to Buenos Ayres to take 
my secret with him to that gentleman, whom he 
will instruct to open the box, take out what I may 
send, and forward any thing he would wish to 
have conveyed to me in the same manner back ; 
while the open part of the box^ when taken from 
hence, will contain nothing but what all the world 
may see : and don Manuel is to return the like« 
Thus far I am safer: all that I have wrote since 
ray arrival here i? giready deposited within it ; and 
this, when I close it, shall be put there likewise r 
therefore when it reaches you, you will see you have 
no occasion to be uneasy on my account. But how 
wild I am talking ! God only knows whether you 
will ever receive this- or any others that I have ad- 
dressed to you : but if you should, do not neglect 
writing to me in return, and direct your letters to 
don Manners; for there i& a possibility, though but 
a possibility, of their coming to my hand. Exist- 
ing <:ircumstances must govern your pen. Don M, 
has my instructions respecting ^\\ affairs at New 
Yprkj so all there is safe% Adieu! Your^. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

\ 

Traiderky bfNonAre de Dios, Jan, l7gS> 

We set out for Itu the morning be* 
fore yesterday, and crossed the lake in a tartane, 
that is, a long boat with sails ; the after part of it 
covered with an awning made 5f reeds and manicoe 
leaves, neatly banded down wiih driers. There is a 
kind of out-rigger attached to the side, which in sud* 
den squalls is so contrived as to lift up and enclose 
those that are under the aiwning in a very compact 
and comfortable manner. This is a much plea* 
santer mode of travelling than in the balsas j for 
you ire not confined to either i sitting or a lying 
posture, neither is your eye pained to observe the 
Jiard labour of the pbor fellows at the oars. There 
is most commonly a fine breeze on the lake, which 
cools the air, and sends on the vessel with great 
celerity. We left Rioja Minor at nine in the 
morning, and, as the wind was fair without vari- 
ation, we reached the presidency of Nombre da 
Dios about six in the evening. 

The beauties of the lake during our voyage were 
picturesque in the extreme. Small islands, covered 
with wood and stocked with deer, are dispersed in 
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6very direction : on some of them are scattered 
little romantic huts inhabited by Indians, who reside 
there for the purpose of catching wild-fowl or 
gathering eggs, wliich are laid in every bush by the 
water birds : some of those are deliciously cooked in 
the Indian way, which is roasting^ or rather baking, 
them, in a small oven made of hot stones. 

Father Hernandez ordered the boat to be put 
in at one of these islands, on which were about 
ten Indians^ who readily came to us, bringing with 
them broiled fish, baked eggs, some excellent 
cakes, and fresh honey ; also a large bottle of 
chica, and a smaller one of brandy. We gladly 
accepted their provision, and sat down upon the 
long grass to partake of it. This grass, which was 
in most places near two feet high, they assured us 
was but of a week's growth, owing to the fogs 
which overspread the islands by night, and the in- 
tense power of the sun by day ; and I must own such 
rapid vegetation very much surprised me. When 
about four or five feet high the Indians cut it 
down, and make cushions, beds, and carpets ; which 
they sell in the towns, and are as soft, if not softer, 
than our horse-hair mattresses, as they possess an 
elastic silky quality, and are not liable to close in 
hard lumps like the hair or wool, owing to the 
dextrous manner in which the Indians weave or 
rather plait them. Some people will have them 
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wove with leaves of the fig, manicoe, pimento, and 
other trees, intermixed with the grass ; and these 
kind are very pretty to look at, as the form of the 
leaves is exactly preserved. I have ordered one 
of these curious beds to be made for me, and sent 
to our convent ; but whether I shall be allowed the 
use of it or not I cannot say. Baskets are also 
made of this grass, in so neat and subtile a Ynanner 
as. to hold any kind of liquid: our chica wa$ 
served up in one, and the brandy was in a bottle 
of the same. The manufacture of these sitnple 
articles convinces me that the Indians only want , 
.proper instructors and liberty to equal, if not sur* 
pass, any civilised nation iiji every work of art or 
ingenuity. Father Hernandez bought a beautiful 
basket and two bottles, to take as a present to the 
predicador mayor at Nombrc de Dios. This pre- 
sidency has not been established above five years j 
it is therefore in its infant state, and entirely mo* 
delled according to the new code. As soon as 
our arrival was announced, the predicador came 
out to receive us, dressed in his sacred vestments; 
attended by all the community, who welcomed our 
good superior with the^most \ive\j pleasure. We 
were immediately conducted to the church and 
most profusely sprinkled with holy water, and per- 
fumed with some very costly incense out of a silver 
pot. This last part of the ceremqny was a novelty 
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to US all ; but I assure you it seemed very gf ateful 
to my olfactory nerves, and my clothes still retain 
the fragrance. While a pretty Ihdian youth, dress- 
ed in his surplice, was holding my- garments over 
the incense, I could not help imagining myself in 
Asia Minor j but the music, and the voices singing 
Te Deum, presently dispelled the illusion. 

The church of this presidency is small, but viery 
regularly built ; as is the convent, where there are 
only five brothers at present : there have been more, 
but they are gone on missions among the Zamtn- 
cos, who inhabit near the banks of the river Pilco- 
mayo, a considerable distance from Nombre de 
Dios, oh the opposite side of the Plata, where there 
are but very few establishments ; it being a nation 
of wild roving Indians, who have sworn everlasting 
hatred to. the Spaniards: as a proof of which I w^s 
shewn a musical instrument something resembling 
the pipes of Pan, made out of the bones of one of 
the missionaries they sacrificed among them some 
years ago ; and it seems it is their usual custom to 
form such articles from the bones of all tfie Spa- 
niards who are unfortunate enough to fall into 
their hands. From such accounts as these I should^ 
I think, entertain but little relish for the hazardoqf 
undertaking of converting them : but such is thfe 
zeal with which many are inspired that there is ho 
difficulty in getting candidates for this desirable 
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oflGice ; ^ on the contrary, all the brothers are emul* 
ous to obtain the appointment, and the Gospel still 
continues to spread, though very slowly, among 
the ZamucQS> who are nearly as wild and savage 
as 'the natives of the middle part of Amazonia^ 
who are, by all report, a most ferocious set of 
beings, bearing in form alone the semblance of 
humanity. 

Whatever glory may be attached to the calling 
of a missionary, I do not think I should be easily 
moved thereto, as my friend Dempster at Philadel- 
phia used to say, when we were talking to him of 
any amusement. 

The country round Nombre de Dios is much 
the same in point of lowland beauty as that on the 
other side of the lake ; and between this place and 
Itu— which is about forty miles distant — is one 
entire plain, where thousands of horses run wild, 
and the Indians every way round are a nation of 
Arabs, eternally on horseback; and this convenience 
of riding instead of walking wherever they choose 
to go is one of the few benefits they have derived 
from the invasion of the Spaniards, for the actions 
of none in this quarter are controlled by any but 
their own caciques, unless it is such as live in the 
towns of the presidencies. 

I am promised by the predicador mayor a fuH 
account of the customs and manners of i|ix differ- 
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ent nations imbng whom he has resided within 
these last eighteen years : this account is to be 
prepared against our return to Rioja ^Minor^ which 
is meant to be in about six weeks, if my venerable 
friend does not deri;ire any essential benefit from 
the waters of AricifFe. The predicador's name is 
Antppio Sistemas : lie appears to be a man of hu- 
manity, but not much gifted with understandings 
a plain simple soul, who will never, I am certain, 
be accused of either treachery or oppression ; for 
he has not head-piece enough for the one, nor re^ 
solution enough for the other. 

We shall go from hence to Itu in a kind of car 
something like those used in Russia, between a 
coach and a cart : this is drawn by four and some-* 
times six horses, for here these valuable animals 
may be had for the trouble of catching them, a» 
they run in droves wild over the immense plains^ 
covered with the richest verdure. When the In- 
dians are in want of any they go in parties of eighl 
. or ten to the pkin, each with a long rope in hii^ 
hand, at one end of which is a running noose. 
When they have fixed on a place convenient to 
begin their operations, one half of the men drive 
a number of the horses towards the spot where 
the others are stationed with the ropes ready, when 
the moment the beasts come near each man en-» 
dctavours to throw the noose over tiie neck of the 
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one nearest to him. If he effects this he Imitie- 
diately runs off, still holding the rope ; by which 
means the noose is pulled .tight, and goes near to 
strangle the poor prisoner, -who after a few inef- 
fectual struggles quietly submits to his enslaver : 
the moment the hunter perceives him stagger, from 
the tightness of the rope round his neck, he runs 
up and mounts him; then slackening the cord a 
little by degrees he makes the animal move round 
ill a circle so extremely fast, that both horse and 
, tider become in a short time completely sick and 
giddy. They stop when they think he is like to 
drop, and when recovered again begin the same 
round, until the beast is perfectly exhausted : they 
then lead him home, whe^re Jn a few days he h 
thoroughly tamed, and becomes so very docile that 
a child of four years old might manage him. There 
are no saddles or bridles used here, nor are they 
cveii heard of : the Indians ride exactly lik^ the 
English country bumpkins, bare-ridged, with an 
halter made of the long grass tightly wove, and 
the same kind of rope serves as harness for the 
car3 used at the presidencies ; indeed they answer 
every purpose of leather, the use of which is Here 
but little known, except for exportation. 

How many useful and important blessings which 
in the more civilised parts of the world are coveted 
even beyond their value are here thrown away, or 
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held in no estimation whatever ! Great God! how 
little is thy munificence regarded in this highly- 
favoured country, and hov/ poorly are thy boun- 
ties understood ! The Indians seem all to reason 
with my favourite Goldsmith, when he says — 

" Man wants but little here below. 
Nor wants that little long." 

Their wishes seem limited to the mere natural 
wants of the day that passes over them ; for all 
beyond they care not, save for an opportunity of 
gratifying the inveterate enmity they bear towards 
their Spanish oppressors. Adieu ! Yours. 
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LETTER XXIX* 

/ 

February, 1799. 

We arc now at the presidency of 
Saint Mary and Saint John, near which is the me- 
dicinal spring of Ariciffe, about a league ahd a half 
from the river Parana : it is a very donsiderablfe 
establishment, and under very wise regulations. As 
far as I have yet seen, it is conducted on the same 
plan as that of Rioja Minor, which partakes more 
of the old system than the new. "We arrived on 
the eve of their annual festival : the bells were set 
a-ringing to announce us ; several guns were fired j 
with other demonstrations of joy. We were, as be- 
fore, immediately escorted to the church, and the 
same ceremoniesobserved; with this difference— our 
clothes were not perfumed in the Asiatic manner, 
as at Nombre de Dios, but, in lieu of it, the rector 
here was extravagantly profuse of highly-scented 
water: this is another new refinement. Mercy 
on us ! thought I, what pious vagary shall I see 
next ? .1 meant to have given you a description of 
the holy procession and so forth^ but'-was obliged 
to attend father Hernandez to see the fall of Itu ; 
but which I found to be little more than what 
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they till a rapid in North America. It is a na« 
tural cascade, and forms a very beautiful and in-« 
tere«ting scene to those who have never beheld the 
bold niajestic cataracts of the Niagara, or the ro- 
maptic waterfalls of the north of Scotland. 

This rapid, then, of Itu is nothing mbre than a 
chain of rocks, which extends across from ^ide to 
side- of the river Parana : the rocks rise in divisions, 
aiid look like embrasures; but instead of the 
mouths of cannon you are presented with large 
streams of water gushing 5own into a bed of hard 
gravel below, where we saw five Indians ; three at 
the bottom of the fall, at a little distance from the 
foaming spray, pushing onwards a large boat laden 
with a variety of articles, which were tightly se* 
cured within ; while two other men stood in the 
water above the rocks pulling two ropes, that were 
fastened to the prow of the boat : and at a little di- 
stance beyond were four more, who by their joint 
endeavours safely dragged the boat up the fall. 
When they had her carefully lodged in the upper 
stream they rested a while, and then, hoisting their 
sail, proceeded on their way. The fall at the plac« 
where this manoeuvre was performed appeared to 
me to be about twelve feet perpendicular height j 
but the centre part, which somewhat resembles the 
horse-shoe of Niagara, must be considerably higher. 
The Parana is here very wide \ but not so rapid at 
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present as It Is sometimes^ vihtn swelled by rains i 
then I think the fall must be a very pleasing dght. 
A great many boats are at times hindered from 
passing tiU the violence of the current is over ; 
there were five ascended on the .side we were 
on during our short stay, which did not exceed 
three liours. Our car being covered with a very 
convenient awning, we enjoyed the scene alto- 
gether very much at our ease. This river, though 
deeper than either the Plata or the Uraguay, n 
much more secure, being free from the shoals of 
the one and the rocks of the other, except where 
the falls are formed ; and even there, to a perso'n aqp 
customed to navigate the stream, the passage is not 
dangerous. After we had sufficiently satisfied our 
curiosity we returned to the presidency, where the 
commandant had prepared an entertainment for 
our superior's reception. His name is don Au^ 
gusiine de la Carta: he is a Creole by birth, bom at 
Assumption : he appears to be a man of sense and 
merit, and would, I think, make a conspicuous fi- 
gure in a more active and elevated station. He 
received us with great politeness, and' w^^s ex- 
tremely anxious to make every thing agreeable to 
the good father ; pointing out several things as 
salutary remedies for his complaint, to be used 
during his stay at the baths, which he lamented 
were not so comfortable as they might be made 
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were there more visitors : but the very few that 
come, and the short time they stay, hold out no 
inducement to any one to think of improving the 
situation. These waters, in taste and quality, are 
much the same as ours at Bristol-wells. The 
spring was first discovered about sixty years ago, 
by father Estevan Serbert, a Jesuit missionary, who 
caused it to be enclosed in a neat circular building 
of stone, tiled ; and planted a very pleasant grove of 
trees round the spot. 

The presidency was then in its infant state^ and 
besides the father, who knew the virtues of the 
spring, few or none for mafiy years made use of it j 
but it is now in more request. A pretty little Indian 
town has spread around it, with one very good house 
for the cacique, who enter^ins and lodges those who 
come here to. try its efficacy. This man, who is of 
the tribe of Yaros, came to us one day dressed in 
his habit of ceremony, and cut so grotesque an ap- 
pearance that I prevailed upon him to stay while I 
took a rough sketch of his figure. To be sure he 
is a deformed ug))^ mortal^ and I am a miserable 
limner : but you must excuse all faults ; it will 
serve to give you an idea what kind of animals I am 
among. His shirt, or body-garment as I may call 
it — ^for they wear no other — was of blue and white 
striped cotton, fastened round the waist by a belt 
of tiger skin \ his cloak was indeed truly beautifu 
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being composed entirely of feathers of the greatert 
variety of colours I ever beheld, and laid together 
so artfully as to resemble the most delicately 
painted satin : on his head, too, he had a kind of 
cap or crown made of the high tail-feathers of the 
peacock, pheasant, and some other bird I am un- 
acquainted wrth, but whose snowy plumage is 
far ricbeT than that of the celebrated ostrich. He 
bad two bracelets on each arm, formed of round 
gold links about an inch in diameter, and the 
thickness of a crown-piece: buskins of woven 
grass, laced in front like half boots, completed his 
elegant attire : and in his hand he carried a dart, 
such"' as is commonly used by the Indians, about 
three feet long, with a sharp barb of iron at the 
smallest end. He is a very civil obliging crea- 
ture, and almost worships father Hernandez, whose 
health, I am sorry to say, declines daily, and I much 
fear that neither the waters nor any other remedy 
can now restore him: the fright and hurt at Tiger 
creek were more than his advanced age and feeble 
constitution could support. I watch over him as 
ihough he were my father, and from my very soul 
wish 1 could devise any thing that would relieve 
him ; but, as the destroying malady is more men- 
tal than corporeal, I doubt if any mortal power 
pan save him. Though he does not imagine the 
waters will be of any service to him, yet he means 
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to continue here the tipie he at first proposed ; and 
he seems daily to repose fresh confidence in me. 
Should it please God to prolong his life, I hope by 
his meahs to visit most of the presidencies in this 
province, or else get permission to accompany one 
of the missions that is about to be dispatched to 
Chije, a country which is reported to be another 
Eden, and to see — which I must pass — ^the Cordil- 
lera. Of these celebrated mountains I am con- 
stantly hearing the most strange and, I think, fa- 
bulous accounts ; but I trust before I quit this con- 
tinent, if death do not terminate my mortal career, 
in person to examine those stupendous works of 
\ nature, and likewise, if not too presuming, to de- 
scend into jhe bowels of the earth, and gratify, if 
possible, my curiosity, by exploring the far-famed 
mines of Potosi. Adieu! Ever yours, whether 
s^bovc ground or below* 
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LETTER XXX. 



St. Maty and St. John, JFcft. 1798. 

The good father Hernandez has 
this morning been hastily recalled to his presidency 
of Rioja Minor : an Indian arrived about an hour 
since from the commancjant, to request his imme- 
diate return: the reasons for which he is not inform- 
ed of. This has alarmed and hurt him much. It is 
evident he feared, some material change w.\s abqut 
to take place before he came away ; for had I not 
very strongly urged the necessity of his trying 
something to dispel the melancholy that hung over 
him he would not by any means have left his go- 
vernment. He is, however, in tolerable spirits; 
and, though somewhat uneasy, appears more cheer- 
ful than I have seen him for some time past. 

Our car will be ready in two hours : father 
Hernandez is engaged at present with Antonio 
Sisternas ; and I seize a few moments to write to 
you, lest any unforeseen event should occur to 
prevent my taking up the pen again so soon as I 
could wish. Some hints dropped by the Indian 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 265 

With whom I have spoken seem to indicate as 
much: but, in the words of Macbeth — 
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Come what come may. 



Time and the hour runs through the roughest da/." 

On my return to Rioja Minor \ expect to find 
there a letter, with a remittance from don Manuel ; 
and soon, I trust, I shall be able to have my papers 
conveyed to Buenos Ayres: for though I can hardly 
hope to hear any thing respecting my friends la 
Old England, I cannot help wishing for some ac- 
count of the European world. God bless you ! 
Adieu! 
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LETTER XXXt. 



Rhja Minor ^ March ^ 1798. 
MY DEAR FRIENH, 

Ami|) the tumult and confusion 

vWch cvery-where reign around, I am once mor« 

allowed the liberty of spending a few hours alone, 

and shall seize that opportunity to address a few 

lines to you. In my last I informed you of our 

sudden recal from the baths of AricifFe, which we 

left in less than two hours after I had closed it* 

The fathers of the presidency appeared, by their 

countenances and ^lanner, to dread the return of 

my venerable friend to this place ; but no words 

escaped them on the subject : a hasty leave was 

all that time would admit of j ceremony of every 

kind was dispensed with ; and, by the direction of 

the Indian messenger, we reached the presidency 

of Nombre de Dios in far less time than I could 

have imagined possible. The community there 

were in the utmost consternation : we found them 

at some distance from the college, .waiting our 

arrival. The tartane was in readiness, and every 

thing in it provided to hasten us on. Instead of 
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going to church, we entered the boat ; prayers 
were offered up on the shore for our safety, and 
we instantly set sail. Father Hernandez made not 
the smallest remark to me until we reached the * 
island on the lake, at which we had stopped to 
dine on our way forwards ; when the same Indians 
came to the shore, and assisted us to land. When 
we had quitted the tartane, the father took, me by 
the arm, and leading me apart from our company, 
paused, and looked in my face for some moments 
widi an expression I never shall forget : he then 
seized my hand, and fervently pressing it, addressed 
me in Latin to nearly the following effect : ^' My 
valued friend^ the evil I have so long dreaded is 
now. Lam certain, fast approaching. When we 
reach Rioja Minor I fear we shall find it not the 
seat of peace, but anarchy and rebellion. There 
are many unquiet spirits in the presidency, which 
our worthy superior thought he had, by his mild- 
ness and humanity, composed to rest, and whom 
he vsdnly thought I was calculated to keep quiet j 
but 1 had not been there above a week before I 
saw he" had been deceived, and that it would be 
impossible for my x weak endeavours to re-establish 
that order and unanimity which subsisted uninter- 
rupted until within these last three years. The 
brother who was superseded by the bishop was 
Ipetter adapted to lead an army into the field thaa 
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to take charge o/ the flock of Christ He pro- 
pagated tenets which all those not very firmly 
grounded in their faith readily embraced. These 
misguided people^gali in a little time to shew, in 
all their words and actions, that they regarded the 
innovationi made by the crown as infringements 
of their charter ; for as such they consider the 
convention made between the state of Spain and 
the first founders of the presidencies ; and, headed 
by their refractory pastor, they refused to comply 
with the orders received from the bishop of Buenos 
Ayres — the principal of which was, that the military 
tent thither should be considered as a part of the 
native community, and that the whole should be 
subject to the commandant and major-generaL 
They were in this disordered state when'^ father 
Pablo was sent to them, nis arrival, the removal 
of the discontented brothers and their colleagues 
in office, produced a temporary calm, which has 
proved, as I feared, fallacious. Men with the 
temperaments of the Indians are not easily at- 
tached ; they may respect my years, but they will 
not^ when bent on other measures, listen to my 
remonstrances. It requires a man of youth, energy, 
and vigour, to deal with such turbulent spirits. 
Father Michael, my companion, is far better cal- 
tulated for this office than myself ; to him, there- 
fore, 1 shall, as far as may be prudent, delegate the 
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Wthorky placed in my hands, I wish I could re* 
«ign it altogether j but that I dare i^iot : however,** 
added the father, *^ in whatever state I may find 
affairs, I have one most earnest request to make to 
you — which is, that you will abide by me untii it 
shall please the Almighty to call me hence ; an 
event which, I am sure, is not far distant* Be 
cool and collected in every situation into which 
you may possibly be thrown, and remember it is 
my advice and wish that you do not think oE 
staying at our presidency after I am no more. I 
" have already written to father Pablo on the subject: 
he has power and influence to serve you ; follow 
him to Chile. Paraguay will not afford you that 
amusement you may expect in its neighbouring 
province ; but if you have a wish to know more 
particulars respecting it, I have desired my ve- 
nerable friend father Esteyan, at St. Dominic^s con* 
vent, to furnish you with all my observations made 
during the many years of my youth I spent as a 
missionary among various nations* The state of 
affairs, ^both generally and individually, has since 
been greatly altered : but the country is 5tiU the 
«ame, as are the manners of the natives ; and with 
respect to these two points my papers may afford 
you some useful information, and you will find In 
them many circumstances related, and a few in« 
structions added, which may serve to direct your 
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conduct should it be your lot to cbntintie uildrf 
the Spanish gdvernment j but rcrtiember it is my 
(earnest wish that ydu travel no further north* 
Time presses, or I would talk more with you upon 
this subject ; for When we reach Rioja Minor I 
fear we shall have but little time for friendly com* 
munication. My papers are all at St. Dominic ; 
doubt not but when you reach there they will be 
given to you for your perusal : you may retain 
them until you leave America ; in that case return 
them to father Pablo, if living ; if not, to the con^ 
vent ^library." Father Hernandez was about t6 
Say something morcj when the Indian messenger 
approached us, and said we must take advantage 
of the strong breeze which then blew, as it might 
probably go lay before we could reach the main 
land if we did not depart immediately. We had 
no reason to dispute what he said ; therefore 
hastened to the boat, took a slight refreshment of 
biscuit and fruit, and after giving the island Indians 
a trifling present for having expedited the mattress 
I ordered on my journey forward — and which I 
found had been sent to the presidency five days 
before — we pushed from shore, and continued to 
tun very briskly before the wind for above four 
hours, swhen the well-known point of land ap- 
peared in view : in about an hour more we doubled 
it, and could distinguish the royal flag flying on 
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the steeple of the church, and a smaller one at 
every signal-post. This was, indeed, a convictioa 
that peace no Idnger reigned in the presidency j 
and as we approached nearer to the shore we 
perceived a large party of the military drawn up 
on the beach, the convent surrounded by a strong 
guard, and not one of the town Indians to be seen. 
Father Hernandez sickened at the sight, and, 
throwing himself back on the seat of the boat, 
uttered a pious ejaculation in Latin, and burst into 
a passion of tears : he could not speak, but hii 
looks betrayed the bitterness of Christian sorrow. 
The soldiers assisted us to land, and the teniente 
mayor, or first lieutenant, received us, instead of 
the commandant. Father Hernandez was obliged 
to be borne in the arms of the attendants to the 
monastery, where, as soon as he was placed in la 
chair, he fainted away. Two of the brothers we 
had left here, and three of the Indians belonging 
to the church, were all that came to our assistance. 
"When my venerable friend was a little recovered 
he enquired for fathers Michael and Joseph, and 
was answered that they were in confinement, by- 
order of the commandant ; but if he wished to see 
them they should immediately be sent for. Having 
replied in the affirmative, one of the Indians quitted 
the apartment, and in about a quarter of an hour 
returned with the prisoners, guarded by a tcxdcnxc 
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and twelve men. I was obliged to interrogate 
them, for father Hernandez was incapable; and 
the result of my questions was, that three days after 
we had left the presidency a large band of roving 
Indians was discovered hovering about the town : 
the military were immediately apprised of it, and 
prepared to drive them back, which they eflfected ; 
but the next day, towards evening, they appeared 
again, though in fewer numbers ; when fathers 
Michael and Joseph proposed to the commandant 
to go out and address them, as they bodi under- 
stood the language of the natives. To thia 
Zulucta readily consented, and ordered them to 
endeavour to bring over to the presidency as many 
of the Indians as they possibly could. They ac« 
cordingly went, and staid with the strangers the 
whole of that day and the next ; when they re- 
turned at night, bringing with them seven caciques, 
who, they said, had a desire to be baptized, and 
then return to their tribes and persuade them all 
to embrace the Christian religion. In consequence 
of this declaration on the part of the fathers, these 
seven men were baptized, in the presence of the 
commandant, major-general, and others. A house 
was given them to inhabit, provisions sent from 
the stores for their subsistence, and every attention 
paid to render their situation agreeable. For about 
z week they seemed greatly amused with all the,y 
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aaw and heard^ especially the church ceremonies 
and music ; but on the ninth morning they ex* 
pressed a wish to return to their people. Father 
Michael and several of the town Indians accom« 
panied them on their way ; and when they parted^ 
the chiefs expressed great thankfulness for the 
blessings they said they had received, and promised 
to visit them again soon. On the evening of the 
same-day one of the stranger Indians came to the 
town, and desired to be shewn to the commandant, 
whom he wished to speak with in private. His 
request was at first refused, but on his urging it 
very strongly, saying he had something of the 
first importance to communicate, he was admitted j 
when he informed don Policarpo that it was the 
intention of his fellqws who still remained in the 
vicinity, headed by the seven caciques who had 
been baptized, to join a large body of the town 
Indians, who had every thing prepared for a ge- 
neral insurrection, fall upon the military as they 
went in annual procession for the dead, and de- 
stroy the whole, Seize upon the stores, take tlie 
presidency entirely to themselves, and put to death 
every one that would not aid their measures. 

To this scheme fathers Michael and Joseph had 

given their consent, it being the wish of the greater 

part of the townspeople to render themselves in* 

^dependent of .the Spanish government^ as they did 
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not like to have so mahy of their numbers drafted 
awdy, and sent they knew not whither ; neithef did- • 
they choose to continue the payment of the annual 
tribute, as for a considerable time past they had 
more than supported themselves, and no longer 
wahted any assistance from the crown. This 
long detail the Indian confirmed by some kind of 
token, which Policarpo has thought proper to keep 
; secret : but, in consequence of his information^ the 
two jfathers *ere immediately put under arrest, 
^d a messenger dispatched to i^ecal father Hel:« 
nandez ; guards were placed by; tha cohihiandant 
round the town, so that the whole was nearly sur- 
rounded with military ; several suspected persons 
were taken up and lodged in prison, and all that 
held any public situation were narrowly watched j 
all business was suspended, and but few of the 
inhabitants would venture out of their houses. 

Father Hernandez listened to the whole of thii 
account with the greatest calmness ; and when it 
was concluded, turning to the fathers; he conjured 
them, by the death of their blessed Redeemer, to 
answer whether the accusation against them was^ 
or was not, founded on /acts. They seemed con* 
founded and aliarmed ; but before they could make 
any reply, the commandant was announced. He : 
entered the hall with a stern and haughty air, and 
^vanced with anger in his countenance towards 
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iiUr good ^uperioff who endeavoured to rise to 
receive him, but fell back again ti^il his chalf 4 
Zulucta, without noticing the good man's illness^ 
jilaced himself upoii^a seat beside him^ and burst 
into a string of inrectives against the conduct of 
the ' suspected fathers, whom, he, said^ it was his 
intention to send immediately und<er a strong 
guard to' Bueiios Ay res^ there to answer to the 
bishop for their proceedings, th^ profligacy of 
which he was but too well assured of. Father 
Hernandez endeavoured all he could to mollify the 
acrimony of the commandant, and to doubt th^ 
truth of the brothers being itivolv^d in the con« 
spiracy ; and represented the necessity th^re Was of 
investigating the whole affair upon the spot, before 
the bishop and major-general at Buenos Ayres 
were troubled with it. But the more this good 
man said to extenuate matters^ the more irritated 
the commandant became ; and^ in defiance of the 
solicitations and remonstrances of our superior, the 
two fathers were remanded back, to their cdnfine^s 
ment, and orders given for the balsa to be pre- 
pared to convey them to Buenos Ayres. Neither 
were they permitted to /Say a wdrd in their de- 
fence, but were reconducted to the town prison 
by the guard which accompanied them to the 
convent. The commandant then rose to leave the 
hall^ and addressing £iither Hernandez in some** 

T 2 
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ivhat a gentler tone, said*^^ I attach no blame to. 
you, father, in this affair, therefore consider yourself 
in the same light as on your arrival at the pre« 
sidency ; but let the few religious that remain, and 
are attached to your staticm, remember that they, 
are not, as Jn former times, to interfere in BOf 
thing that folates to civil or military aflfairs ^ let 
them look to their duties in ecclesiastical mattetf 
only, or the military shall take the sacred functions 
into their own hands, till orders shall be received 
to the contrary.* Having said this, he slightly 
bowed, and departed. 

Our venerable friend and father sat for some 
moments in his chair, motionless and silent ; and, as 
I gazed upon him, I doubted whether the unfeeling 
Poficdrpo had not put the jfinal stroke to \all his 
miseries : at length, the deep-drawn sigh and tear 
of mental anguish announced him still a sufferer. 
1 held him in my arms, and entreated him to take 
a cordial to raise his over-oppressed spirits. When 
his agitation had a little subsided, he complied with 
my request ; but its effects were only momentary : 
he was obliged to be conveyed to bed, when a 
fever came rapidly on, and, the weather bting 
, excessively hot, before three the next morning he 
was delirious. I never left him' for a moment : he 
remained for three days insensible, though perfectly 
passive j and I tried, with the assistance of one of. 
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ihi brothers who acted as town physician, isvery^ 
remedy that my imagination could suggest to 
alleviate his disorder, but in vain: the skill of 
mortals was of no avail, for the angel of death 
was waiting to conduct his spotless soul to regions 
of eternal happiness. About nine in the morning 
of the fourth day he dropped into a slumber, from 
which he awaked apparently relieved. He knew 
me, and extending his ieeble hands to clasp mine, 
tried to articulate some sentences, \>\it nature was 
too much exhausted. I knelt beside him, but could 
only distinguish the words — * Buenos Ayres— go 
-*-and the holy Virgin — ' His voice; failed hinj, 
and he made a sign to have the extreme unction 
administered. I gave hiqi to understand that he 
had already received it :^ a faint smile beamed 
upon his countenance. — My friend, that smile was 
more than mortal ; and never, never while I live, 
will it be forgot by me. — ^He then pressed my 
hand to his lips ; and, with a feeble sigh, his 
righteous spirit took its flight for ever. 

To describe to you what I felt at that painful 
moment would be impossibk : that God who 
knows the secret feelings of every human heart, 
can witness how unfeigned my sorrow was. 

The death of this excellent man was immediately 
notified t6 the commandant : the news, it seems, 
affected him ; and, for once, I should hope his 
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h^art smote hhn for the unfeeling manner in x^hich 
he bad treated the aged and pious Hernandez. 

I followed the remains of my second father to 
the grave, to which it was consigned with all the 
respect his piety and virtues demanded. When the 
earth closed.him from my sight for ever, I felt as 
though my heart was rent in twain, and thought 
the better half of me was buried : I wept like % 
child. And even now I at times start from my chair, 
and run to the apartment where I was used to sit 
and read to him ; and there, in* a kind of stupor, 
look around in hopes to see his placid smile, 09 
hear the sound of his revered voice. Toux" feeling 
^eart, my fri^d, can pardon nune this weakness* 

Adieu ! 
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'Riqja\Minor, March, 1799. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I MUST now, as well as I am able, 
give you a short account of the scenes I have been 
engaged in since the death of niy lamented friend, 
who, I bless God, did not live to be a partaker in 
them. I think I wrote you, that father Michael 
and father Joseph were placed in confinement, until 
the balsa should be ready to convey them to 
Buenos Ayres. I was so much take^ up with the 
illness and death of our goo4 pastor, that I never 
even bestowed a thought upon these men until the 
morning after the funeral, when I sent to the 
commandant to request that I might be permitted 
to return with the prisoners to the convent of St. 
Dominic, if they were i^ot already sent off j for 
not a single person had opened bis lips to me on 
that or any other subject, save the death of the 
superior, whom every one lameijtdd. The answer 
I received from don Policarpo was, * That he 
should consider of my request ; and in the mean 
time desired I would keep myself^ quiet with the 
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Other two brothers in the monastery,' round which 
I found the guard was still stationed. This answer 
of the commandant's somewhat surprised me ; and 
about the middle of the day after that on which 
it was sent to me, I was sitting in the apartment 
formerly occupied by the venerable Hernandez, 
reflecting on my situation, and wondering for what 
new vicissitudes I was reserved, when I was roused 
from my reverie by the loud confused' din of an 
approaching multitude. Presently a signal gun watf 
fired, the drums beat to arms, and the piercing 
war-shout of the Indians burst upon my ears; I 
sprung in terror from my seat, and ran to the 
window, but it only commanded a view of the 
convent garden. I was therefore hastily returning 
to the door when, it flew open, and the friendly 
Indian who made rtiy secret box for me rushed 
into the room, followed by about twenty of the 
town Indians. * Come with me, father Mathias,* 
said he—for that is my religious title — * for with 
us you will be safe.' ' What is the matter ?' cried 
I ; ' what does all this mean ?' * Father Michael 
and father Joseph,' returned he, * have been rescued 
from the balsas by some tribes of the wild Charuas.: 
they have joined the town Indians, who have 
risen in a body and are now surrounding every 
Spaniard's house ; but I will preserve you.' Saying 
this, he threw part of a tiger's skin across my 
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shoulders, and pulled me after him out of the 
monastery, and towards the strand. All 'we, past 
was tumult, horror, and confusion ; the military 
were flying in all directions, pursued by the Charuas 
armed with long barbed darts, which they sent 
through the air with amazing celerity. - The 
townsmen had taken possession of the signal post^ 
storehouse, and arsenal, and being at the hour of 
siesta, all the Spaniards had been taken unprepared. 
This was the revolt which had been so long 
dreaded, and which the commandant too securely 
thought he had eflfectuklly circumvented through 
the intelligence received from the Indian. But this 
pretended confession, it now appears, was only a 
deep-laid, scheme to deceive the commandant ; the 
conspirators had foreseen the consequences, and 
provided accordingly. I perceived, as I passed 
along from the monastery to the water, that all 
who had not the whoje or part of a tiger's skin 
upon their shoulders were immediately sacrificed 
either by the town Indians, who wore this symbol, 
or by the Charuas, who had theirs tied about their 
waists as their common, and indeed only, covering. 
When I reached the strand, the first objects I 
beheld were the dead bodies of the comriiandant 
and major-general, pierced in every part with darts 
and arrows. I have since learnt they dragged the 
former from his bed, and massacred him ^ bis wife 
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and Bunilj Tpere killed in much the same manner;- 
and so sudden and unexpected was the blow, that 
not a single destined victim had escaped. My 
friendly Indian I found had provided a piece of 
tiger's skin for me even before I returned with 
fether Hernandez; but so very secret were the 
conspirators that, although he reposed the greatest 
4:onfidence in me, he would not venture to give 
toe the token, or drop any hint coi^cerning it, \intil 
he saw his friends had entered the tqwn, and 
secured the principal characters, he then hastened 
to the convent to protect me. When theclndians. 
pointed out to me the mangled body of the un- 
fortunate Zulucta, the horror in my Countenance 
became, I am certain, too visible not to be noticed 
by my conductor, who tubied to his companions^ 
and said he would take me to his friends at the 
townJiouse, Thither I was immediately burried^ 
amidst the shrieks of the vanquished, and the cries 
of the women and children, who vainly endea- 
voured to save from the uplifted w:eapon, a father, 
a husband, or a brother. The unsubdued Indians 
set no limits to their fury, but wreaked their 
vengeance indiscriminately, without spariug either 
age or sex. The tumult of my mind can be better 
imagined than described as I passed over the 
bleeding bodies of those who, in a moment of fatal 
security, had fallen by the hands of these merciless 
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bctUgSt When we oame to the public hall, I found 
a vast number of the town Indians keeping guard 
over some of the military whom they had taken ' 
prisoners without wounding them^ but how they^ 
iwcre to be disposed of I could not learn. When 
I entered, my friendly Indian introduced me to a 
relation of his, who held the post of teniente, 
saying to him — * This is my friend, and no 
Spaniard, he must be protected/ He then handed 
me within a rail of bamboo that parted the room, 
and hastily quitted the place. The other imme- 
diately presented me some wine and biscuit— -meat 
and drink are the first offering of Indian friendship 
-^an4 1 was constrs^ined to partake of them, lest by 
a refusal I should offend ; but never did a morsel 
pass my lips with so much repugnance, not even 
my commons of mutton while at college. The 
tumult without now appeared to increase, but not 
a single gun was fired : I therefore concluded that 
all the mischief was done by darts and arrows. At 
length the sounds began to die away, and as night 
^pproa^hed, silence came with it. The hall, how- 
ever, where I still remained was soon filled with 
the town Indians and the chiefs of the wild tribe, 
to all of whom I was presented. They looked at 
me with a mixture of surprise and admiration ; 
this was owing to the colour of my skin ; they had 
never seen any man so white before. God Jcnows, 
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I regarded them in a much less favourable hf^ 
dian they appeared to consider me. Most of them 
were covered with blood and dirt; thej were 
strong muscular men, with a savage ferocity of 
a>untenance that made me shudder, though I axu 
not apt to be frightened at any one : but a scene 
like this was entirely new to me, and I trust I 
shall never in my life witness such another. The 
whole of the night was spent by the Indians in 
consultation ; but as they conversed in the Charuan 
language, which I was entirely unacquainted with, 
I cannot pretend to say what was the result. 

In the morning father Michael and father Joseph 
entered, to whom the Indians paid great, respect ; 
they came to me, enquired after my health, and: 
said they hoped I was not alarmed at what had 
happened, i hardly know what answer I made 
them ; but they replied I was perfectly right in 
remaining passive, and I might then return to the 
convent in safety w,ith them, for ord^i* was every- 
where restored. I thanked tbeni^ and eoquired 
whether it was their intention to remain here, or 
return to Buenos Ayres. They replied, to remain, 
as they \<^ere among friends whom they could trust 
as they needed no superiors ; and if I chose to 
continue at the convent, I should find no difference 
between my past and future situation, unless ihat 
I should enjoy unlimited liberty, provided I would 
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take an oath to abide by the rules they were abdut 
to adopt for the government of the community. I 
again thanked them for their friendly offers, but 
said if they would' permit me tb return to Buenos 
Aytes I should esteem myself most sensibly obliged 
ta them, as it bad been the wish of the good father 
Hernandez that I should do so, with a view of 
gaining permission to ' jjccompany father Pablo to 
Chile. They paused on what I said, and at last 
observed, that, as they knew I was an English 
prisoner, they thought I could not do better thaa . 
stay with them ; however they would consider of 
my proposal, and let me know the result. I 
was then conducted back to the monastery. As 
I passed I found the bodies of the slain had been 
removed ; but how they had been disposed of 
nobody would tell me, nor could I get any one 
for several days to hold any conversation with me : 
no forms of religion were observed, nor was I 
once summoned to attend mass. From some dis- ^ 
course, however, which passed between those who 
came in and out at my meals, 1 gathered that near 
tvtrelvc hundred of the military and town Indians, 
had fallen in the conflict. This loss was to be 
supplied by the Charuas, who meant to enroll 
themselves among the liberated townsmen, as they 
were termed. On the sixth day in the evening, 
father Michael came to me, and apologised for not . 
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seeing me befdre, saying, that the many, material 
things he had had to arrange alone prevented him^ 
He tlien entered into a long dissertation on the 
necessity the town Indians had been under of 
adopting the decisive measures they had pursued, 
to obtain that liberty the state of Spain had so 
long deprived them of, and which it was their 
firm determination to secure against whatever steps 
the crown might have recourse to, to prevent 
them ; for although they respected the laws, they 
Were not disposed to abide by any but those they 
themselves should ^ frame : their oppressors hafl 
reigned long enough, and they were resolved to 
enjoy their native freedom, or perish in the at- 
tempt. I endeavoured tt) reason with him on his 
mistaken' conduct, and shew how wrong it was 
for a servant of God to take up the sword> and 
by his arguments and example to lead a large body 
of men into error : but I soon found he had the 

* 

better side of the question; his arguments were 
founded on facts so evident, that I was at last 
obliged to acquiesce in all he said. He then 
urgently pressed me to become a member of the 
community, offering to pledge his life that I should 
be safe in every change that might tajiie place ; and 
if r desired it at a future period, he would take 
care to have me safely conveyed to England. But 
I steadily refused his o^ers, and alleged the re^ 
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q\:iest of h^biet Hernandez as die most cogent 
reason for my cofiduct, adding, that it was the 
first v9iA of my heart to visit Chile. He paid a 
deferaice to the opinicm :of his late excellent 
siiperior ; but said he doubted much if, when I 
had passed the Cordillera, t should find the presb-. 
dencies much mete composed than the one I was- 
about to leave : however, since I was determined: 
to quit them, he would do all in his power to 
acconimodate me ; the balsas which annually 
convey the articles of barter from the settlement 
to the capital were then preparing, and I should 
depart in one of them. He said he had takeii 
care that no tell-tales should be trusted on board } 
and he should exact this much of me, that I would 
remain concealed in the balsa upon its arrival at' 
the harbour de las Conchas on the Plata until the 
Indians; had finished their business ; when, as sooa 
as they had taHen on board the/ lading they were 
to bring back to the presidency, they should sail 
about a league or two up the river on their return^ 
when I should be put on shore, and from thence 1 
must get to Buenos Ayres in the best manner I 
could* * This,' added father Michael, * is all I can 
do for you ; when you reach the city you may 
relate as much as you think proper of what has 
been acted here, for before any force can come 
against us we shall be prepared to receive them/ 
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t asked him if he had no, fears of aa attack from 
any of the neighbouring presidenci^. He said 
liohe^ for they were provided agauisit all events. 
Our discourse lasted a long while, and we parted 
very sincere friends for aught I know to the con« 
trary ; he had convijoced me of the rectitude of his 
conduct, and promised to inform me of every par- 
ticular circumstance that might occur by means pf 
an Indian friend he had at Buenos Ayres, for as 
to a friend among his own countrymen, he never 
entertained an idea of finding any thing of the kind* 
Thus we parted, and I went to prepare for my 
departure, and write this much to you. I go from 
hence early to-morrow ; my next, I hope, will be 
dated from my old habitation, the convent of St» 
Dominici Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXXni, 



Cortcent of St Dowdnie, 
Bitenot Ayres, Mat/j^ 179t« 



W DEAR FRIEND, 



Thank Heaven, I am cmce ihore 
safely lodged in this mansion of peace^ and, truth 
compels me to confess, heartily tired of my ad« 
ventures in the wilds of Paraguay. God of my 
fathers, how weak and erring is the mind of man I 
The fairest object on which, his every hope and 
wish was centred when viewed in the perspective 
only, and hard to be obtained, if thy indulgoit 
hand yield it to his grasp how little does he feel 
the folly of anticipation I Every promised pleasure 
fades in the fnoment of possession, and with 
enjoyment brings dissatisfaction and disgust. 

Fashion, O thou almighty Ruler of the universe]! 
my future fortunes as best shall please thy heavenly 
wisdom. Henceforth, my friend, I form no mor4 
vain wishes : experience has taught me resignation ; 
and to the latest hour of my life, however long I 
labour through this world of disappointment and 
deception, still shall this conviction be my guide*-^ 
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That what Omnipotence decrees^ man must aeknoxv^ 
• ledge rights 

My voyage from Rioja Minot was far moref 
tedious than when I travelled with the good fathei^ 
Hernandez, whose death is httt universally la-^ 
mented. As we slowly passed the tuiiied presidency 
at 'Hgeir creek, I could iiot restrain the tear of 
affectionate regret, Vhich flowed from the remem^ 
brance that it was there that venerable mail re«- 
ceived the wound which ultimately proved the final 
end of all his sorrows. Every object that I beheld 
and recollected served but td recall hirh mote 
forcibly to my mindj atid the uninteresting con- 
versation of my companions was by tib means cal- 
culated to dispel such melancholy thoughts. 'We 
met with no adventures to enliven Our passage ; 
the Indians hunted for their suppers utimolested ; 
nor did any troop of friendly natives appear upon 
the banks of the river to amuse us with their 
antici — all around seemed to mourn in silence 
with me for the friend and father I had lost. 

When we reached the harbour de las Conchas. 
I was obliged, in compliance with the orders of 
father Michael, to keep close concealed in the 
apartment of the balsa until the Indians had com« 
pleted their business of barter with the agents, , 
who came for that purpose from Buenos Ayres- 
In five days all was concluded, and on the sixth 



I 



LITTERS FUOlA PARAGUAY. 391 

they r^turwd up the river. .When they had rowed 
about two les^u^ from the harbour, they stopped 
16 put me on shore : my baggage was all contained 
in a little leathern caravan; and, with many exr 
pressibns of esteem and regret on their ,parts, they 
left me. Then, with my treasuite on my back, I 
patiently plodded on foot my way back to Rio las 
'Conchas ; ^vhere I fortunately met with a Jew 
merchant, who was one of those that had trafficked 
tvith my departed friends : he was going back in a 
cart laden with purchases to Buenos Ayres, and 
readily agreed to give me a lift. On our way he 
was very inquisitive as to my business, and where 
I had been ; but I pretty well evaded his questions : 
and on the following evening, about seven o'clock^ 
he set me down at the gate of St. Dominic's con- 
vent. My appearance, and the accounts I brought 
ipdth me, have thrown not only the community, but 
the government, into consternation : all is bustle 
and hurry to get troops sent off to bring back th? 
insurgents to their duty, though their place of desti- 
nation is concealed from the public. How they will 
succeed, God only knows : I cannot say that my 
good wishes go with them ; I hare seen too much 
of the other side of the picture. Silence is enjoined 
me under the severest penalty ; and not even don 
Manuel must I make acquainted with what has 
passed. I have been upon this business twice to 
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ihe governor, and three timet to the bifS^Pt wfa^ 
hat been so kind as to give me hii promise that I 
;iball be sent to father Pablo as soon as they receive 
intelligence of his arrival at St. lago. I have 
experienced a very cordial welcome from all my 
old friends in this city, who say they are very 
happy to see me returned, and I really believe 
^ould be . much more so could I be prevailed OA 
to disclose my adventures. 
^ All my letters, I find, have been sent to you, 
and by a means which leads me to hope they will 
reach you in safety. I found in don Manuel'i 
hands a remittance from New York, which came 
very opportunely. I have made my ac^customed 
offering to these holy fathers, and, in the hope of 
being sent to Chili, have been rather more liberal 
than usual. The bishop informed me that he had 
received a letter from father Hernandez — ^written 
as he was about to depart for the baths of AriciSe 
— respecting me. ICs reverence was pleased to 
say he honoured and esteemed that worthy man, 
and foi; his sake should make a point of obliging 
me. The present superior of this convent, too, . 
had likewise been written to by my lamented friend ; 
and, according to his request, I have been favoured 
with all his papers. These will occupy all my 
leisure hours; and, as there is no time fixed for 
my returning them undl I leave America, I shall 
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(ranscribe many of them for your perttsal, and out 
of the whole I hope to be able to form a concise 
history of the mapy missjons he was engaged in 
for near twenty-five years* As this will en^oss 
most, of my tiitie while I am waiting for news 
from St. lago^ you will not perhaps receive another 
letter from me while in this city« Trouble hot 
yoi||self about the probable consequences of my 
wanderings : I have no fears^ 

*' for God is ever present, ever felt — 
In the wide waste, as in the city, full.** 

His almighty hand, I trusty will guide, succour, 
and preserve, your sincere friend, in every region , 
and in every climate. 
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